
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

Stated Session Meeting 

April 15, 2013 
 

The meeting was held in the PCH Library and opened at 6:30 pm with prayer and devotion by 

Linda Hudson.  A quorum was present. 
 

Ruling Elders present:  Sarah Boyd, Marty Dayvault, Bob Haug, Linda Hudson, Laura Lindemann, 

Kathy Miller, Eric Phillips, Steve Rodeffer, Lynn Schindler, and Ann Wortman, Clerk.  Elders Absent:  

Donald Bennett, Jack Vogt. 
 

Moderator:  Rev. Shaun Hartsell  Guests:  Nancy Kahaian, Transitional Presbyter 
 

Update on Vision Team Progress:  Eric Phillips provided a summary of the feedback to the 

Vision Team Report and input into the process that was received from the Focus Group meetings 

held with staff, Elders, and groups of members. Across the board, individuals believed that we 

are a genuine friendly, caring church family which is the reason many chose PCH as their church 

home.  Nancy Kahaian, who has provided invaluable guidance to the Vision Team, explained the 

process the team has followed and the seriousness with which the team has undertaken this task.  

While no final recommendations were presented, the Vision Team will utilize the Focus Team 

input to wrap up their visioning process with plans to bring results to Session in the near future.   
 

Approval of Minutes:  Ann W. moved to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2013 Stated 

Session Meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved. 
 

Clerk’s Report: Communion was served on Sunday, April 7, 2013 at the 10:30 am.   
 

An updated Key Distribution Policy was prepared to include the Modulars.  The PCH Secretary 

is authorized to distribute keys using the policy criteria. Questions regarding the policy or 

whether an individual meets the criteria are to be directed to the Pastor or the Clerk of Session. 

Kathy M. moved to approve the policy.  The motion was seconded and approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  A 4-week membership class is being held with prospective members to join 

on Pentecost Sunday. 
 

Ministry Area Reports 
Administrative-Finance:  The Treasurer’s report for PCH and the Preschool including the 

Balance Sheet and Budget vs. Actuals was reviewed.  Income is less than projected, but expenses 

seem to be pretty well controlled.  The income and expenses will be closely monitored in the 

next few months to see if budget adjustments will be needed. 
 

Administrative-Personnel:  On behalf of the Personnel Team, Marty D. moved to establish a 

non-smoking policy which prohibits smoking in any building and all outdoor areas on church 

property with signage displayed in a prominent place. The FL Administrative Code Child Care 

Standards requires campuses of Child Care Facilities to be no smoking during operating hours.  

The motion was not approved.  Laura L. moved to establish a non-smoking policy which 

prohibits smoking on the PCH campus from 6 am to 6 pm Monday through Friday.  The motion 

was seconded and approved.  
 

Administrative-Facility & Grounds:  No Session action required. 
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Missions:  Shannon Thornton, Facilities Coordinator was having difficulty finding a contractor 

to replace the ceiling tiles in the pod which had been purchased as part of the insurance claim.  

With the consent of Elders via e-mail, the Mission Team replaced the ceiling tiles and added 

insulation in one area where it was missing, for which the Mission Team will receive $800 as 

designated in the insurance claim for tile replacement. 
 

Ministry of Care:  No Session action required. 
 

Preschool Elder Advisory Team:  On behalf of the Preschool Advisory Team, Ann W. moved 

to authorize the Preschool to move forward with phase 1 of playground renovations, costs to be 

paid by Preschool.  Phase 1 is to have a sink, drinking fountain and hose connection run to the 

large playground.  It also includes a permanent sink on the small playground.  The motion was 

approved. 
 

Student Spiritual Growth:  On behalf of the Student Ministries Team, Bob H. moved to 

approve creation of a part time Coordinator of Children’s Ministry position starting August 2013, 

whereas $1,800 has already been allocated in the 2013 budget, and to approve the job 

description. The motion was approved. 
 

Adult Spiritual Growth:  Eric Phillips presented the Preliminary Report with 

Recommendations from the Vision Team.  During the season of Lent, the Vision Team will be 

meeting with Focus Groups made up of PCH Staff, Session, and three groups of PCH members 

to receive feedback regarding the report and input into the process.  A group of Elders and 

church leaders is meeting in the pastor’s study on Sunday’s at 11:15 am to pray for the church 

and the services.  All Elders are invited and encouraged to attend. 
 

Worship Arts:  On behalf of the Worship Arts Team, Laura L. moved to allow donation of 

outdated/obsolete musical/sound equipment (6 monitors) to a church in need based on no 

nominal value for selling of equipment. The motion was approved.   
 

On behalf of the Worship Arts Team, Laura L. moved to continue the present worship times to 

May 26, 2013 at which time the Contemporary Service will be discontinued and the Blended 

Service will continue at 10:00 am with a Children’s Message, Children’s Church, and child care 

provided.  The change will occur on May 26, Memorial Day weekend, because our attendance is 

usually very low on the holiday weekend.  The motion was approved with a vote of 5 to 4. 
 

Other Business:   
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be 6:30 pm., Monday, May 20, 2013 in the PCH Library.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 7:50 pm. 
 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Ann Wortman, Clerk  


