
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

Stated Session Meeting 
August 15, 2011 

 

The meeting was held in the PCH Library and opened at 6:30 pm with prayer and devotion by Ann 

Mathison.  A quorum was present. 
 

Elders present:  Donald Bennett, Jim Dayvault, Linda Hudson, Diana Long, Stephanie Martinez 

Anderson, Ann Mathison, John Milone, Tina Mosley, Lynn Schindler, Jack Vogt, Ann Wortman, Clerk. 

Elder absent:    Andy Norman 
 

Guests:  Sarah Boyd, Taina Julia, Dan Brenneman  Moderator:  Rev. Shaun Hartsell. 
 

The guests were introduced.  Sarah Boyd is a PCH Preschool employee who has recently been hired to 

staff the PCH nursery on Sunday mornings and during special events (see e-vote information in the 

Clerk’s report).  Taina Julia, a student at Florida Southern College is a candidate for the Children’s 

Ministry Intern position.  After sharing info about their backgrounds, Sarah and Taina departed. 
 

Dan Brenneman has been assisting with resolution of the issues with the office copier and presented 

information regarding the existing contract, necessary repairs, and a possible replacement.  Session 

requested that the copier be repaired, an insurance claim be filed, if applicable, and that the 

Administration Team bring a proposal for replacement of the machine when they have determined the 

best course of action.  Dan was thanked for his efforts. 
 

Dan also stated that he has backed down from the formal lay pastor program at this time, because 

Presbytery is not currently prepared or equipped to train and ordain lay pastors.  Dan then departed the 

meeting. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Ann W. moved to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2011 State Session 

Meeting and of the June 26, 2011 called Session Meeting as corrected.  The motion was seconded and 

approved. 
 

Clerk’s Report:  Communion was served at the worship services on Sunday, July 3, 2011 and Sunday 

August 7, 2011 at 10:30 am.  Home communion was served by Rev. Hartsell and Elder Linda Hudson to 

Bill and Barbara Dazley, Jack Thompson, and Delana Smith. 
 

Elder Stephanie Martinez’s last name has been legally changed.  The church and elder rolls will be 

updated to reflect the new last name Anderson.   
 

The Elders on the Nominating Committee were reminded that they need to be prepared for Elder 

nominations at the Fall Congregational Meeting.  In addition to the nominees for the four Elder positions 

for the Class of 2014, a nominee will also be needed to complete the last year of Stephanie Anderson’s 

term as she will be resigning at the end of 2011 due to a move. 
 

One e-vote was conducted since the last Stated Session Meeting.  A motion was made by Jim Dayvault on 

August 9, 2011 on behalf of the Personnel Team to approve the hiring of Sarah Boyd as nursery staff 

beginning July 31, 2011 at a rate of $10/hour.  The motion passed 10-0.  Sarah is a part time PCH 

Preschool employee and therefore, would be eligible for overtime if Preschool and Nursery hours 

combined exceeded 40 hours in one week.  Julie Laursen, Jeff Davis, and Sarah should watch to ensure 

that she does not exceed the 40 hours. 
 

Pastor’s Reports 
 

Shaun Hartsell provided a Sermon Calendar for 2011-2012 and a Stewardship Season skit outline 

(Portion Police).  Rally Day, the kickoff to the new Christian Education year, will take place during 
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worship in place of the sermon this Sunday.  Staff and group leaders will give short presentations about 

C.E. opportunities (Sunday School, small groups, Men’s, Women’s, and Youth ministries, etc.). 
 

Ministry Area Reports 
 

Administrative-Finance:  The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Ann Mathison.  Richard Derk, CPA 

PA, performed the annual review of PCH financial information for 2010.  The review did not include the 

Preschool records.  Based on his review of a sampling of vouchers, Mr. Derk found the records and the 

accounting to be in good order.  A copy of his letter is attached to these minutes. 
 

Administrative-Personnel:  No Session Action required. 
 

Administrative-Facilities & Grounds:  On behalf of the Facilities & Grounds Team, Don B. moved to 

approve the unbudgeted expense of $175/month to Jasso Landscape Management for rose garden 

maintenance. This expense will be budgeted for 2012.  The motion was approved. 
 

Outreach & Service-Missions:  John M.  researched Heifer Project and recommended its inclusion on 

the list of approved PCH missions on PCH’s Missions Policy.  Session agreed by common consent.  Jeff 

Davis and Julie Laursen are researching a Mission trip to the Dominican Republic & Haiti for 2012. This 

trip would be organized by PCH for PCH youth as well as adults. 
 

The September Mission of the Month is HisNets.  John Stancil will present a Minute for Mission on 

September 11. 
 

Outreach & Service-Ministry of Care:  No Session Action required. 
 

Preschool Elder Advisory Team:  No Session Action required. 
 

Spiritual Growth-Student:  On behalf of the Student Spiritual Growth Team, Stephanie A. moved to 

approve Taina Julia as the Children’s Ministry Intern.  The motion was approved.  A calendar of events 

for the school year was presented.  A copy of the Epic Middle School Ministry Action Plan approved by 

Student Spiritual Growth was provided. 
 

Concern was raised by Elders regarding the lack of Middle and High School Christian Education/Bible 

teaching opportunities.  Shaun assured Session that a Sunday School class for Middle and High School 

will be held. 
 

Spiritual Growth-Adult:  On behalf of the Spiritual Growth Team, Stephanie A. moved to approve 

serving of Communion at the Men’s and Women’s Retreats.  The motion was approved. 
 

Worship Arts:  On behalf of the Worship Arts Team, Lynn S. moved to permanently discontinue the 

Wednesday night Ignite service.  The new Wednesday night worship service at Southeastern University 

would likely eliminate SEU student participation in our service and our PCH member attendance had 

declined to 4 to 6 before the summer hiatus.  Although this eliminates our contemporary service for PCH 

members that prefer this type of worship and eliminates a mid-week worship opportunity, the low 

attendance does not justify the expense.  Funds could be better used in other areas of worship.  The 

motion was approved. 
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be 6:30 pm., Monday, September 19, 2011 in the PCH Library.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:37 pm. 

_____________________________ 

Ann Wortman, Clerk  

 

Attachment:  Letter from Richard Derk, CPA PA RE: 2010 Annual Financial review 


