
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

Stated Session Meeting 

May 21, 2012 
 

The meeting was held in the PCH Library and opened at 6:30 pm with prayer and devotion by 

Linda Hudson.  A quorum was present. 
 

Elders present:  Donald Bennett, Holly Bishop, Jim Dayvault, Linda Hudson, Diana Long, Ann 

Mathison, Eric Phillips, Steve Rodeffer, Lynn Schindler, Jack Vogt, and Ann Wortman, Clerk.  Excused:  

Robert Haug, Eric Phillips. 
 

Moderator:  Rev. Shaun Hartsell Guests:  Rev. Jim Hatch, Jung-Kook Kim 
 

Rev. Jim Hatch and Jung-Kook Kim, members of the Committee on Ministry, were present to 

discuss PCH’s desire to call Shaun as pastor once his term as Designated Pastor ends in June.  

Shaun was asked to leave the room while the Session discussed his performance during the past 

two years.  Following the discussion, Lynn moved to called Shaun Hartsell as PCH installed 

pastor.  The motion was seconded and approved.  Ann Mathison, Ann Wortman, and Jim 

Dayvault presented proposed terms of call for Shaun to be approved by Session before being 

submitted to COM and the congregation for approval.  Shaun was in agreement with the terms of 

call.  Holly moved to approve the terms of call with a total cost to the church of $76,825 and 

including up to $1,200 moving cost reimbursement. The motion was seconded and approved.  

Jim Hatch planned to have Shaun’s call approved by COM by e-vote prior to that date.  Shaun 

returned to the meeting and Jim and Jung-Kook departed. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Lynn S. moved to approve the minutes of the Stated Session Meeting of 

April 16, 2012 as corrected and the Called Session Meeting of April 29, 2012.  The motion was 

seconded and approved.   
 

Clerk’s Report: Communion was served on Sunday, May 6, 2012 at the 10:30 am worship 

service.  Communion was also served on May 7, 2012 to Audrey McKellin and on May 8
th

 to the 

Dazleys.  The death of member Jack Thompson will be recorded in the Roll Book.   
 

The following e-votes occurred since the last Session meeting:  April 24, 2012: Motion from Eric 

Phillips on behalf of the Adult Ministries Team to approve a new Summer Ministry called 

“Veggies and Volleyball” was approved.  May 8, 2012:  Motion from Ann Wortman, seconded 

by Ann Mathison to approve the transfer of John and Joan Newton to Bartow Associate 

Reformed Presbyterian Church was approved.  May 11, 2012:  Motion from Lynn Schindler on 

behalf of the Worship Arts Team to approve purchase of a Ridgewood Baby Grand piano from 

The Haven Church of God for the amount of $3,200 plus moving and tuning expenses for this 

piano, as well as Tony Mercer’s piano, in the amount of $90 for a total cost of $3,890 from 

undesignated Matching Campaign funds was approved. 
 

Holly moved to approve Rev. Dr. Bill Aber as guest pastor on Sunday June 3, 2012 at the 10:30 

am worship service.  The motion was seconded and approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Shaun provided a self evaluation of his second year as Designated Pastor and 

his goals and objectives for the coming year, including a request for approval of continuing 

education courses.  Ann W. moved to approve Willow Creek’s Leadership Summit Conference 

at St. Luke’s in Orlando as continuing education.  The cost will be paid by Shaun with 

continuing education funds already provided by PCH.  The motion was seconded and approved.  

Approval of a request by Shaun to attend an Executive Pastor (XPastor) Workshop as continuing 
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education was postponed pending further evaluation of the program.  Shaun’s requested vacation 

dates of June 18-21 and July 16-26 were approved by common consent. 
 

Shaun will be conducting a new member class and is calling a Session meeting for Sunday, May 

27, 2012 at 10:00 am to receive new members. 
 

Ministry Area Reports:   
 

Administrative-Finance:  The Treasurer’s Report was provided for review.   
 

Administrative-Personnel:  Ann Mathison, Ann Wortman, and Jim Dayvault had met with 

Shaun for his annual review and to discuss proposed terms of call which were approved earlier in 

this meeting.  A congregational meeting for the congregation to approve the call and the terms of 

call was set for Sunday June 3, 2012 after the 10:30 am worship service, but no sooner than 

11:30 am.   
 

Administrative-Facility & Grounds: No Session action was required. 
 

Missions:  On behalf of the Missions Team, Holly moved to allow the Dominican Republic 

Mission team to sell PCH T-shirts as a fund raiser.  The motion was approved. 
 

Ministry of Care:  The Ministry of Care Team was thanked for the wonderful dinner that they 

coordinated to celebrate the successful completion of the Tree of Life Matching Campaign. 
 

Preschool Elder Advisory Team:  The Preschool is interested in having a recycling dumpster 

placed on the property so that staff members do not have to take recyclables home.  Session is in 

favor of the dumpster which would allow for recycling of office paper and other items used by 

the church.  The team was asked to coordinate with the Facilities and Grounds Team. 
 

Student Spiritual Growth:  The team requested Session approval for Intern Scholarships at 

$500 per semester per intern.  Session requested that action on this item be postponed until the 

June meeting due to the length of the meeting and the need for discussion on this request.   
 

A revised Ministry Action Plan (MAP) was presented for the Flag Football program which 

included a more detailed and revised budget.  The teams request to do an advertisement on 

Facebook for VBS using VBS budget funds was agreed to by common consent.   
 

Jeff Davis requested permission to move the pool table to the breezeway once the Youth move 

into the modular unit.  Session is not in favor of this and suggested that a determination be made 

as to whether the pool table could be placed in the modular unit.   
 

Adult Spiritual Growth:  No Session action was required. 
 

Worship Arts:  Steve and Jen Rodeffer have offered to paint the Sanctuary.  The painting will 

be coordinated with the Facilities and Grounds Team.  Worship Arts surveyed the congregation 

for their preference of the Fall Worship schedule and the majority are in favor of having the 

Blended Service as the first service. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:30 pm. 

 

_____________________________ 


