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  O C T O B E R  

&  N O V E M B E R  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Margaret Richardson 
4th 

Cathy Davis 
9th  

Leon Bishop 
14th 

Don Brice 
15th 

Peggy Gillock 
17th 

Barbara Hensley 
19th 

Michael Raulerson 
21st 

Vangie Tan 
27th  

Lynn Schindler 
28th  

Scott Erickson 
Pat Richardson 

31st  
Emily Tan 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

10th 
David & Patty Singleton, 32 years 

11th 
Leon & Holly Bishop, 15 years 

26th 
Jerry & Joyce Tribble, 44 years 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Peggy Becker 
2nd 

Lorene Andino 
3rd 

Cherish Chartier 
10th 

Jeff Sprague 
Joyce Tribble 

Lauren Wortman 
11th 

Carole Schroth 
15th 

Dee Vincent 
17th 

William Dazley 
18th 

Garfield Brown 
Norman Strand 

20th 
Reid Becker 

22nd 
Amanda Faircloth 

26th 
Jackson Rodeffer 

29th 
Isabella Anderson 
Stephanie Murphy 

Betty Rodeffer 
30th 

Dixie Davis 
Charles Mater 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

24th 
Don & Gayle Brice, 46 years 

25th 
Gary & Linda Brown, 12 years 

29th 
John & Barbara Milone, 37 years 

 

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

IN THE HIGHLANDS 

VOL  DATE  ISSUE 
 

October, a season 
of planning and 
preparing 
 

We are in an                 
exciting season of 
change this Octo-
ber because we 
have launched a 
new contemporary            
service and are in 
the midst of 

tweaking and perfecting the hic-
cups of change.  We have added 
color to the sanctuary as well as a 
back projector and video camera 
for the children’s moment.  We 
still need your help.  We can’t see 
every twitch and awkward transi-
tion.  So, please, use the feedback 
form in the bulletin and help us 
notice every problem so we can 
address them quickly.  Also, we 
are seeing a lot of new faces and 
scrambling to get to know them.  I 
request each of you helping in this 
process.  Would you be willing to 
make an effort to get to know an 
unfamiliar face?  Since October is 
a month of fun Pews Brothers 
skits, then I encourage you to 
bring some unfamiliar faces say-
ing, “You’ve gotta see this!”  After 

all, it’s not just the Pews Brothers 
that are on a  mission from God! 
 
Speaking of the Pews Broth-
ers...Stewardship Season is upon 
us!  While we enjoy the antics of 
the Pews Brothers, we do want to 
take seriously the stewardship of 
God’s resources.  If you are new to 
our congregation, then here is our 
philosophy on stewardship.  God 
loves a cheerful giver i.e. Giving 
should be fun/perhaps even 
funny.  PCH is financially inde-
pendent and is driven by what the 
congregation gives or does not 
give.  In the month of October, the 
congregation is encouraged to 
pray about their tithes and offer-
ings for the next year.  On Dedica-
tion Sunday, Oct 28, we all turn in 
Estimate of Giving Cards (sealed 
and confidential).  Only the finan-
c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s e e s 
them.  Even the pastor won’t see 
them.  What you estimate for 
2013 helps us, the church, esti-
mate the 2013 budget.  We want 
to be good stewards of what God 
gives us through you.  The cards 
are not contracts, nor are meant 
to be enforced in any way.  They 
simply help us plan better.  So 
pray about it; and have fun,             
because ministry is fun! 
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Did You Know… PCH Has taken extra precau-
tions and incurred additional expense in an effort to 
protect all the young people & children who may be 
participating in activities and ministries on our 
campus. 
 

Did You Know...PCH has 82 individuals who 
have submitted personal information so their back-
grounds could be checked, and all were cleared of 
any criminal charges. This verification process was 
performed by the Lexis/Nexis Company. All 82 
were approved as volunteers and willing to assist 
Pastor Shaun with the further development of our 
PCH programs and ministries.  
 

Did You Know...Julie Laursen manages, coor-
dinates, and directs a staff of 24 professional people 
each day in our PCH Preschool and her staff is re-
sponsible for ministering, training, teaching, and 
supervising 106 children who are on our campus 
each day.  

 
Did You Know...In order to further protect the 
children and young people who have been entrusted 
to our care, all members of our PCH and Preschool 
staff were drug screened prior to being hired and all 
tests were negative.  

OCTOBER 2012 



This is an exciting time 
for our church family as 
we start the fall season 
 
Our Contemporary service started on                    
September 9 and we had 60 people             
participate.  Most were young couples 
from our pre-school family and                
college students.  We're still working 
out some of the kinks we encountered 
but everyone is working together to 
make this a positive experience as 
we spread the word of the Gospel of 
Good News. 
  
We will be hosting the combined                  
L a k e l a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  U S A                     
Thanksgiving Eve worship service at 
PCH on Wednesday, November 21, at 

October’s Mission of the Month is 

Operation Christmas Child. This is a 

project of Samaritan’s Purse, a              

Christian relief and evangelism               

organization. The  mission of OCC is to 

demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way 

to needy children around the world,  and 

together with the local church worldwide,  

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Imagine the joy you can provide a child 

this Christmas by                       participat-

OTHER     Hard candy and lollipops 

(please double bag all candy), mints, 

gum, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, sun-

glasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, 

flashlights (with extra batteries) 

A PERSONAL NOTE     In a separate 

envelope, you may enclose a note to the 

child and a photo of yourself or your 

family. (If you include your name and 

address, the child may write back).  

DO NOT INCLUDE     Used or                 

damaged items; war-related items such 

as toy guns, knives, or military figures, 

chocolate or food, out-of-date candy, 

liquids or lotions, medications or            

vitamins, breakable items such as 

snowglobes or glass containers, aerosol 

cans, etc.   

ing in filling a shoe box for        Operation 

Christmas Child! Shoeboxes  will be avail-

able in the Narthex; contact Ann Wort-

man with questions regarding this mis-

sion.  

Ideas for filling your shoe box:  

TOYS     Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed 

animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 

ropes, small Etch-a-Sketch toys, toys that 

light up or make noise (with  extra batter-

ies), Slinky, etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES     Pens, pencils & 

sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps & 

ink pads sets, writing pads or paper, solar 

calculators, coloring & picture books, etc. 

HYGIENE  ITEMS     Toothbrush, tooth-

paste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), 

comb, washcloth, etc.   

mission report

6:30pm.  This is a joyful experience as 
we all worship together to thank God 
for our many blessings.  Please mark 
your calendars now and plan to join us 
that evening. 
  
We just ordered our Christmas poinset-
tias and order forms will be included in 
the bulletin in November.  You will be 
able to purchase one or more poinset-
tias to commemorate a loved one and 
help offset the cost of decorating our 
sanctuary. 
  
We want to thank Jen and Steve Rodef-
fer for their generous donation to paint 
our church sanctuary.  Not only did they 
pay for all the paint, but Steve com-
pleted the work himself!  The fresh coat 
of paint and warm color brightens our 
worship venue.  

Welcome visitors to 
PCH with a smile!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you feel like you have the                
spiritual gift for hospitality? Do you 
long to share our renowned PCH 
warmth and the love of God as we 
welcome visitors and fellow                          
believers each week here at PCH? If 
so, then this ministry team is for you! 
Sign-up today, contact Donna            
P h i l l i p s  ( 8 6 3 ) 6 0 2 - 7 8 7 6 ,  o r 
dmc7phillips@earthlink.net, today to 
join the team!  

worship arts

PCH+ 
 Contact Info 

 

FOR TRANSPORTATION                            
ASSISTANCE, TO SIGN-UP, OR 

QUESTIONS, CONTACT  
DIANA SPRAGUE: 

(863)619-5485  
dianasprague84@yahoo.com 

PCH+  

Game Night 

 

Please join our Senior Ministry for 
fun & fellowship on Friday, Oct 

12th, at 7:00pm. Our game will be 
“TABOO”. Be creative and bring an 

orange or black snack to share. 
Unlike our game...nothing is taboo! 

FREE Childcare is provided.  

PCH RETREATS:  
Reconnect, Renew, and Reward 
The Fall Season is almost upon us which means that our Annual PCH                 
Retreats are also just around the corner.  The Women’s and Men’s Retreats 
will be held October 20th and November 3rd respectively.  You can find infor-
mation for either of these events just about anywhere.  We have posters,       
flyers, registration packets, and folks from both committees that are more 
than happy to fill you in and sign you up for these events. 
 
You may be questioning “Why should I go?” or “What can I expect?” or 
maybe (silently to yourself, of course) “What’s in it for me?”  These are                  
natural questions that beg sincere answers. 
 
Adult Ministries has sought out dynamic speakers this year to present                                
compelling topics and engage you on a comfortable, personal level with                    
regard to aspects of Spiritual Growth.  God indeed meets us everyday                            
wherever we may be in our spiritual walk, but he invites us and longs for us 
to journey with him. (For my yoke is easy and my burden is light –                                  
Matthew 11:30).  These one day retreats will provide an opportunity for the 
body of Christ at PCH to connect, reconnect and renew relationships 
with each other, and in particular, with our God.  One can expect a day of 
worship, study, food, light activities, and most definitely FUN!  If the vibra-
tions of life have you a little rattled and you need a break, reward yourself!  
Time spent amongst God’s people and in His presence surely provides the 
rewards that may bless us personally and our friends and family as you 
share your experience with others.  We look forward to seeing you there… 
(Though I have much to write to you, … I hope to come to you and talk face 
to face, so that our joy may be complete –  2 John 1:12 ).  Won’t you join 
us         ? 

 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 
Tick, tock, tick tock…. No… that is NOT 
time running out on your chance to join 
a Sunday School Class or Small Group 
Study.  If you feel like your  procrastina-
tion may have cost you getting a choice 
seat in class or a study book, don’t 
worry!  Our classes and small group 
studies are just warming up.  Whether 
you are interested in our Sunday School 
Classes, Wednesday night Small Groups, 

or Monday/Friday Circles, we are always happy to accept newcomers.  
There’s no such thing as a “latecomer” in our groups, so call the church 
office (863)646-3121 or contact Eric Phillips: (863)559-7372 or  
(ericphillips@polk-county.net) to sign up today! 

Dan Brenneman has served PCH fabulously for the past year as Director of Adult Ministries.  If anybody can get’r’done, 
Dan can and has for a long while.  From teaching Sunday School to managing volunteers to leading men’s ministries and 
planning retreats, Dan steps up to the plate more often than most.  While he has filled the gap for us at PCH, he noticed 
that his vocation and family time have suffered for it.  While we may not see a difference in Dan’s time at PCH, he is put-
ting priorities first, and stepping back from the role as Director of Adult Ministries.  The Pastor and Elders all support 
Dan’s decision to focus more time and attention towards his family and job.  Dan wants no special recognition or celebra-
tion for his work as he will continue to co-teach, plan, and assist in worship when needed.  However, we thank Dan for his 
continued support of PCH’s ministry to South Lakeland.  Help us to verbally pat him on the back for many jobs well done! 

Dan Brenneman, you’re appreciated!  

PCH+ 

Luncheon 

 

Put on your hiking boots and head to 
the “OUTBACK” for an adventurous 

lunch with the Senior Ministry on 
Wednesday, October 17th, at 
1:00pm. Please sign-up on the 

PCH+ bulletin board by Sunday,     
October 14th.  

adult ministries

mailto:ericphillips@polk-county.net


 

The MOMS outreach ministry meets every Wednesday, 

9:30am—11:30am, in the Lifeline Room. If you are ex-

pecting a child or already are a mom of a child/children up 

to the age of 5, join us for fellowship, encouragement, and 

fun. You do not have to attend PCH to participate in this 

group. Come see what exciting Fall project are planned! 

Free childcare is provided.  

 

25th Annual Craft Bazaar & Bake Sale 
Saturday, October 27th: 8:30am—2pm 
Fall is in the air and it is time for the annual craft bazaar and bake sale. 

Be on the look-out for sign-up sheets to assist with set-up, parking, and 

clean-up. Contact Laura Lindemann with any questions regarding the sale.  

 

Ladies & gentlemen get the creative juices flowing and sign-up for the bake 

sale. All items may be brought to the church on Friday, Oct 26th. Items will 

be packaged and priced from 4:00pm until complete. Contact Barbara 

Hensley or Rusty Adams to help.  

 

New this year, there will be a silent auction as a part of our  Craft Bazaar. 

We have been gifted with a beautiful, queen size, handmade quilt that                

depicts the flowers of every state. Marie Smith, a resident of Presbyterian 

Homes  and a past visitor of PCH, donated this signed, beautiful piece of 

handcraftmanship. The quilt will be displayed at the church prior to the 

bazaar day and a picture of it may be seen below.  

 

As always, concession will be provided by the youth group under the                      

EXPERT direction of Jeff Davis! Remember, the craft bazaar raises funds 

from the rental spaces to benefit FOUR LOCAL CHARITIES! Mark your 

calendar now and come out and support the vendors, enjoy lunch, and take 

home some goodies for dessert! 

 

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 

PW news

 
Duvall Home 
The Duvall Home, a not-for-profit or-
ganization that works to empower indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities, 
can still use your canceled postage 
stamps! Residents in the organization’s 
Adult Day Training Program uses the 
stamps to make homemade greeting 
cards.  Orders are being taken for 
Christmas cards made by the “OPPS” 
program residents. Card designs may 
be seen in the narthex by the stamp 
basket. See Jeanette Burt to place your 
order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Also, as you continue to save those 
canceled stamps, don’t forget the group 
also accepts  and look at the updated 

Women’s Retreat 

Women of PCH! Make plans now 
to relax, rejuvenate, and re-energize 
at the annual PCH Women’s Retreat. 
The program will include a mission 
craft project (dresses for Africa) and 
two sessions. The sessions will focus 
on encountering the indwelling pres-
ence of Christ. We will also have 
lunch and worship together. The re-
treat will be held Saturday,                  

Presentations will include:  remarks 
by the Bureau Chief of the Florida 
Department of Elder Affairs, Mr. 
Larry Baxter,  reflections on spiri-
tual transitions experienced during 
the agin process by Rev. Dr. Barbara 
Booth-Jarmon, Break-out discus-
sion sessions regarding staying well, 
preventing falls and disabilities, le-
gal planning, and dealing with de-
mentia, and individual SHINE con-
sultations regarding Medicare cov-
erage.  
 
The flyer for this event, along with 
the registration form, can be found 
on the bulletin board.   
For more information call  
(813)643-9586 or email 
 judybelle@tampabay.rr.com.  

October 20th, at Highlands-By-
The-Lake Clubhouse, from 
8:45am—3:30pm. The cost is only 
$30 per person. The speaker for this 
event will be Senior Chaplain Linda 
Spaulding, MA. See the poster in the 
narthex for details or contact Cathy 
S w a n n :  ( 8 6 3 ) 6 4 8 - 1 5 7 1  o r 
moonkt@earthlink.net. 
 

Faith-Based Symposium 
Support for an Aging Population 
Saturday, October 20th 
10:00am—3:00pm 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Brandon (121 Carver Ave, 33510) 
 
Entitled “Living on Golden Pond,” this 
conference is for interested persons 
over 55 years old, those who love them, 
and the social service representatives, 
clergy, and faith communities who 
serve them.  

growth opportunities

list of labels they participates in the La-
bels for Education program. Duvall 
Home collects proofs of purchase from 
various product brands such as Camp-
bell’s. The proofs of purchase are then 
turned in to Labels for Education in ex-
change for a variety of free educational 
products. The more labels collected, the 
more good this group can do!  
 

Ladies’ Small Groups 

Friday Morning Circle will be held 
on Friday, October 19th, from 
9:30am—11:00am. This month’s             
hostess will be Frances Pennington at 
the Southland Suites. Diana Sprague will 
be the lesson leader. Please contact 
Frances (863-607-3460) or Diana (863-
619-5485) for more info.  
 
 
 
 

Monday Evening Circle (The Cir-
cle of Friends) will be held on 
Monday, October 8th, at 
7:00pm. This group typically meets 
in the library. Questions? Contact Jill 
Wolfersberger: (863)644-1768. 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 
continues to meet on a weekly basis 
and study 1 and 2 Peter. Bring your 
Bible and join them from 6:30pm—
8pm, in the PCH library. Childcare is 
provided. For more    details, please 
contact Helen Vogt: (863)647-1321.   
 
Working Women meet  each week 
(Weds @ 6:30pm) for                din-
ner at the Lakeside Village Crispers as 
they discuss their study of the book 
“What Do I Do With My Life?”  The 
contact for this group is Ann                    
Wortman: (863)682-4037.  



 
FLY! 

Students in grades K—5, get ready 
to FLY this October! Wednesday 

nights, from 6:30pm—8:00pm, 
our Pathfinders group will be SOAR-
ING with dragons! We will be studying 
the life of King David with the How To 

Train Your Dragon 
characters. Join us!  

Children’s  
Choir 

This FREE activity for children ages 4 
years through 5th grade, begins 

Wednesday, October 3rd.    Prac-
tices are weekly, on Wednesdays, from 

4:30pm—5pm, in the sanctuary.              
To sign-up or get more info, contact 

Ashley Lee:  
ashleylee198@gmail.com  

LIFELINE HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 
Acquaintances can bring a person up….or tear them down! 
Students, 9th—12th grade will dig into how to deal with ac-
quaintances in their lives during the month of October 
(Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm-8:00pm).   
 
The high school ministry will also 
be selling hotdogs, hamburgers, 
chips, and soda during this year’s 
craft bazaar. Please stop by and 
help support our ministry! Dona-

tions would be greatly appreciated to maximize our 
fundraising potential. How can you help? Donate 
canned soda: Mountain Dew, Coke, Pepsi,                      
Dr. Pepper, Coke Zero, Pepsi Max, Sprite or individual size bags of chips.  

 
 
 
 
CHI ALPHA COLLEGE & CAREER MINISTRY 
If you are between the ages of 18 to 25  and haven’t figured out what ministry is 
for you...the search is over! Chi Alpha is here to bridge that gap. We have two 

different programs to get involved in: Connect Small Group: 
Wednesday nights, 8:00pm—9:00pm, a deeper Bible 
study group that meets in the Lifeline Room.  
1st and 10: Sunday nights, 7:30pm, free dinner and hanging 
out with friends while the Sunday night football game is on the 
big screen! Meets  in the sanctuary.  
 

TRUNK OR TREAT &  
FALL FESTIVAL  
Everything that makes Halloween exciting is rolled 
into one SPOOKTACULAR day! Wednesday, Octo-
ber 31st, from 5:00pm—8:00pm, we are attempt-
ing to chain together these two programs. Hallow-
een 2012 is for all families and the community!  We 
need volunteers to run games and activities during 
the fall festival, as well as volunteers to pass out 
candy and decorate the trunks of their cars for 
Trunk or Treat.  If you can’t be at these events, you 
can help by donating candy to be passed out. To 
volunteer, call the church office or email Jeff Davis  
at: cedirector@pchighlands.com. 

 
We are excited to introduce a familiar PCH face as the new Children’s Ministry Intern: Ashley Lee. Ashley is a 
graduate of Southeastern University and will bring to our children’s program her expertise in music, drama, 
and a love of children!  In her role as intern, Ashley will assist Jeff Davis with our Sunday  morning Children’s 
program and also lead the Children’s Choir.  Ashley can be contacted at  ashleylee198@gmail.com .  

New Children’s Ministry Intern 

Middle School 

Ever feel like you can’t focus? This hap-
pens to students 6th—8th grade all the 

time….and it is called THE ZOMBIE 
COMPLEX! Fridays, 4:00pm—

5:30pm, during Epic, we will focus on 
how to snap out of the Zombie Com-
plex, and how to focus our lives in a 

positive direction, rather than FEED-
ING off of everyone around us!  

Jeff Davis 
Director of Christian Education 

student ministries
 

 

 

Our toddler playground 
now has swings thanks 
to Mr. Shannon and Mr. 
Jack! We really are 
grateful for all the work 
that happens around 
here to maintain and 
enhance our facility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie dough orders will be taken on Sunday, October 28th and Sunday,             

November 4th. They will be delivered just in time for holiday baking!                  

Proceeds from this fundraiser help the preschool buy playground equipment.  

 

Come check out our 

weekly chapel time! 

Every Wednesday 

at 11:45am and 

3:45pm. We have 

upbeat  wor ship       

music and great 

chapel speakers!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say cheese! Teddy Bear Portraits will be here on Sunday, October 
7th, from 9:30am—11:45am, to take your individual or family       
portrait. These pictures are taken for FREE and are used to update 
our church  directory. If you cannot make it on Sunday, contact Julie 
Laursen to set-up a time to come in on Monday, October 8th, or    
Tuesday the 9th (863-646-9333 or preschool@pchighlands.com).  
 
The pictures will be available for you to drop by and view/purchase on 
the following dates: October 25th, from 12:00pm—1:00pm and 
3:30pm—5:45pm, October 26th from 3:00pm—5:45pm, or they will 
be available between the two services on Sunday, October 28th.  
 

Julie Laursen 
Preschool Director 


