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O C T O B E R  &  

N O V E M B E R   

W a r m  
B i r t h d a y  &  

A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Peggy Becker 
2nd 

Earl McDevitt 
3rd 

Cherish Chartier 
10th 

Joyce Tribble 
Lauren Wortman 

Jeff Sprague 
11th 

Carole Schroth 
15th 

Dee Vincent 
17th 

Bill Dazley 
18th 

Norman Strand 
Garfield Brown 

19th 
Charlotte Paff 

20th 
Reid Becker 

21st 
Donna Chevalier 

Thomas Raulerson 
22nd 

Kelly Wright 
29th 

Stephanie Murphy 
Bella Martinez 

30th 
Dixie Davis 

Charles Mater 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Margaret Richardson  

4th 
Cathy Davis 

9th 
Edith Ruppel 
Leon Bishop  

15th 
Peggy Gillock  

17th 
Megan Raulerson 
Barbara Hensley 

21st 
Vangie Tan 

27th 
Lynn Schindler  

28th 
Pat Richardson 
Scott Erickson 

31st 
Emily Tan 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

17th 
Dick & Cheryl Wilsman, 10 years  

 

25th 
Gary & Linda Brown, 11 years  

 

29th  
John & Barbara Milone, 36 years 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st   
Jody & Jane Sisson, 23 years  

 

5th 
Diane & Charles Gore, 54 years  

10th 
John & Joan Newton, 48 years  

 

11th 
Leon & Holly Bishop, 14 years 

26th 
Jerry & Joyce Tribble, 43 years The Highlands 

Church Events 
 

Sunday, October 23rd 

Congregational Meeting 

Following Worship 

October can be the best time of year in 

Florida.  The temperature and humidity 

start to dip, and people appear outdoors 

from their heat-exhausted hiberna-

tion.  Activities splurge onto our calen-
dars.  Snow Birds reappear.  What better 

time to seek God in the changing sea-

son!  Ask yourself these two questions: 

What is God doing today, and where can 

I help?  Perhaps you might be inspired to 

attend our annual men’s or women’s  

retreat.  Perhaps you’ll be motivated by 

the new faces at PCH.  Be encouraged 

today that God is at work at PCH work-

ing behind the scenes, challenging us to 

go deeper, pushing us out of the boat, so 
that we can experience Him in new 

ways.  Look around and help us brain-

storm ways to serve the community.  Find 

a need, fill a need.  Let’s work together to 

be the hands and feet of Christ in the 

Highlands. 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

A Word from the Pastor 
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Missions 
John Milone, Elder of Missions 

October’s Mission of the Month is Operation Christmas Child (OCH).  This is a 

project of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism organization. The         

mission of OCH is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy children 

around the world,  and together with the local church worldwide,  to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  In the ―Our World‖  section inside this month’s newsletter, find 
out more about how to participate in bringing Christmas joy to a needy child with a 

shoebox! Also, be sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming Anchor House            

annual benefit dinner and the A Woman’s Choice volunteer training.  



OUR WORLD 

The 2011 Annual Craft Bazaar & Bake Sale 

will be held on October 22, 2011.  

This event will feature local crafters with their 

handmade goods. The booth rental fees will be 

divided between four local charities that are 

supported by PCH.  

Also, don’t forget the PW bake sale table that 

will feature delicious home made pies, cakes, 

cookies, breads and more!  

Our youth will have a concession stand selling 

hotdogs, hamburgers, chips and drinks as a 

fundraiser for the student ministry here at PCH.  

Please mark your calendars to come out and 

support the craft bazaar. Volunteers are still 

needed to assist crafters upon arrival and              

set-up, direct and park vehicles, and clean-up 

follwing the event.  

For more information about the craft bazaar, 

please contact Donna Phillips, Laura Linde-

mann, Cathy Swann, or Tina Mosley. For            

information on assisting with the bake sale, 

please contact Barbara Hensley.  

Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex.  

Imagine the joy you can provide a child this 

Christmas by  participating in filling a shoe box 

for Operation Christmas Child. 

Ideas for filling your shoe box:  

TOYS                                                               

Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, 

harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch-a-

Sketch toys, toys that light up or make noise 

(with  extra batteries), Slinky, etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES                                        

Pens, pencils & sharpener, crayons or markers, 

stamps & ink pads sets, writing pads or paper, 

solar calculators, coloring & picture books, etc. 

HYGIENE  ITEMS                                     

Toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a 

plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.   

OTHER                                                            

Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all 

candy), mints, gum, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, 

sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, 

flashlights (with extra batteries) 

A PERSONAL NOTE                                          

In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note 

to the child and a photo of yourself or your 

family. (If you include your name and address, 

the child may write back).  

DO NOT INCLUDE                                    

Used or damaged items; war-related items such 

as toy guns, knives, or military figures, choco-

late or food, out-of-date candy, liquids or lo-

tions, medications or vitamins, breakable items 

such as snowglobes or glass containers, aerosol 

cans, etc.   

The Anchor House 

Ministries annual 

benefit dinner will be 

held on Thurs, Oct. 

27th at the Vision  

Center on the campus 

of Word Alive church. 

This event will begin at 6:30pm. Anchor House 

is a ministry for troubled youth and is one of 

our church sponsored  missions that needs your 

continued support.  

This affair will be catered by the Texas Cattle 

Co. Tickets can be purchased from Ed 

Long or our Elder of Missions, John 

Milone, for the reasonable cost of $25.00 

per person.  

The guest speaker for this event will be Lt. 

Steven Russell, the team leader in the           

capture of Saddam Hussein. In order to          

obtain the privilege of having Lt. Russell at this 

event, we had to go through many levels of the 

White House. Needless to say, it will be a very 

interesting evening with great conversation and 

a delicious dinner!  

 

                                                                                    

You could be a LIFE SAVER!  

Volunteer at A Woman’s Choice, and you 

could save someone’s life! Through the com-

passionate, Christ-centered care, the lives of 

women and babies are impacted and saved eve-

ryday! Come and be a part of the next volunteer 

training: Tuesdays & Fridays, from 10:00am—

3:00pm, October 11th, 14th, 18th, & 21st. Call 

Jennifer V. for more information or a volunteer 

application. (863)683-2341. 

Craft BazaarCraft Bazaar  

          SMALL                    

GROUPS 

Service Ministries 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL Classes 

began on August 28th and are well               

attended; however, there is still room for 

others that would like to join in one of these 

classes to enhance your Sunday morning 

worship experience! Curriculum format is a 

topic per week within the overall teaching 

subject.  

Adult 1 — Present Word: (ages 50 to 

seniors) meets in the library and has 

breakfast pastries and coffee. Format is 

reading the lesson during the week and 

then discussion with a leader facilitator 

during class. Interested parties, contact 

Carole Schroth or Jeff Sprague. 

Adult 2 — Growing Word: (young in 

age & young at heart) meets in the 

Pathfinders Room in the youth build-

ing. Format is reading associated Bible 

verses during the week from the study 

handbook and open discussion of the 

topic, led by the leader/facilitator, from 

―Vital Purpose — Developing My 

Spiritual Life‖. Sharing real life experi-

ences as related to the lesson is encour-

aged. Interested parties, please contact 

Cathy Swann, Eric Phillips, or Dan  

Brenneman for more info. 

Adult Ministries 
Dan Brenneman, Director of Adult Ministries 

(young adult group continued…) meets in 

the Pastor’s Office. For more information, 

contact Andy Norman or Eric Phillips.  

WORKING WOMEN’S SMALL 

GROUP Wednesdays at 6:30pm,    Crispers 

restaurant located at Lakeside Village on 

Harden Blvd.  

 

 

 

 

If you are a working woman, we have a new 

small group designed just for you! We will 

be using the Bible study guide, ―Time Out 

for Holiness at Work‖ by Julie Baker. This 

guide will help us learn the skills we need to 

be effective    Christians on the job and to 

recognize how workplace challenges can 

help us in our own journey toward spiritual 

maturity. We will study what the Bible 

teaches us about issues like ambition, work 

attitudes, professional relationships, and 

striking a balance between work and           

family responsibilities. 

There is no charge for 

the study materials. We 

hope you will join us for 

this time of fellowship 

and faith building! 

Please contact Ann 

W o r t m a n  w i t h             

questions: 581-4124. 

WEDS NIGHT GROUPS Currently, all 

Wednesday small groups meet at PCH, with 

the exception of ―Working Women‖. Every-

one that is interested in a mid-week Bible 

study of God’s Word along with fellowship 

and support of fellow believers is encouraged 

to attend. Groups are from 6:30pm—8:00pm. 

Feel free to arrive later or leave early, as your 

schedule and family dictates.  

Men’s Group — (men 18+) Currently 

studying ―Jacob’s Shadow — Christian 

Perspectives on Masculinity.‖ During 

the week, study the lesson independ-

ently for the upcoming week, and during 

the meeting there will be open discus-

sion of the topic and other subjects that 

interest anyone of the group. This group 

meets in the choir room. Contact Jeff 

Sprague, Don Bennett, or Jack Vogt for 

more information.  

Women’s Group — (ladies 18+) — 

Class meets in the library. Currently 

studying Matthew and Luke writing on 

the ―Sermon on the Mount‖ and 

―Sermon on the Plain‖ for the Presbyte-

rian Women’s ―Confessing the               

Beatitudes‖ study.  

Young Adult Group — Chip Ingram’s 

―Balancing Life’s Demands‖ is minis-

tering to our small group! We’ve identi-

fied some obvious (and some subtle) 

aspects of life that can distort our priori-

ties. We’ve also learned that some 

things in life that we do first are not 

necessarily those things of greatest im-

portance...especially to God. The group  

We are always in need of additional volunteers to serve God’s people of PCH and  the 

south Lakeland community.  Some of the current areas of need are: 

 

Parking Attendants—PCH special gatherings 

Thanksgiving Turkey Fryers—If you don’t know how, we have men to teach you!  
Kitchen Help—For lunches, dinners, & special occasions (includes all phases from 

              setting up tables to working in the kitchen) as well as participating in 

              making soup each month for the ―Love in a Bowl‖ soup ministry 

 

Interested parties, please contact: Dan Brenneman, Diana Long, Diana Sprague, Linda 

Hudson, Jack Vogt, Jeff Sprague, or Don Bennett. 



OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Mary West’s painting of the church, which can 

be viewed hanging in the office, is featured on 

the card above.  

Presbyterian Women (PW) are selling PCH note 

cards to raise money for the Pat Miller fund. 

The money will help women to attend PW 

workshops, retreats and gatherings. The cards 

sell for $1 each or 6 for $5. To place your order, 

call Helen: (863)647-1321.   

HOLY ROLLERS                                                        

Meet in the library on 

Tuesday, October 4th, & 

Tuesday,   October 18th, at 

9:30am to tear old sheets 

into strips that are  de-

threaded, sewed, and rolled 

into bandages for Global 

Health  Missions. They could use some more 

helpers if you are available for an hour or two.   

 

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP                         

The Wednesday night small group for ladies has 

started Confessing the Beatitudes. Please join us 

at 6:30pm in the library.  

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS                                                            

Meets in the church library on Monday, October 

11th, at 7:00pm for their monthly Bible study, 

Confessing the Beatitudes.  

FRIDAY AM CIRCLE                                              

Will meet on Friday, October 21st, at 9:30am at 

the home of Pauline Perch (106 Shadow Lane, 

Lakeland) for their monthly Bible study,               

Confessing the Beatitudes. Adele Johnson will 

be the lesson leader.  

The Worship Arts Team is delighted to welcome new 

members to our team: Jane Carter and Bob & Carolyn 

Haug! We are grateful for their willingness to share their 

time and talents with us.  

We still are in need of a few volunteers to record the 

names of anyone visiting our church on Sunday morning. 

We do not make personal visits, but a letter is sent from 

Pastor Shaun welcoming these visitors. The volunteers are 

free to send a personal or preprinted note as well. It takes 

less than 30 minutes after the Sunday service. If you would 

like to assist, please contact Tina Mosley or Lynn 

Schindler.  

Both red and white poinsettias will adorn the church             

sanctuary during December. The price will remain the 

same as last year ($11). The name(s) and dedications of the 

donor(s) will be listed in the bulletin. The plants may be 

taken home following the Christmas Eve service. Please 

look for the order form in the upcoming Sunday bulletins.  

Please help us reach our goal of 20 new choir robes for 

2012. The lightweight robes that have been  selected will 

complement the stained glass windows directly behind the 

choir loft. It will cost PCH $137 to purchase and ship each 

robe. Thus far, we have funds to cover the cost of 4 robes 

and collars thanks to a generous donation. Since there is no 

budgeted funds for these robes, would you  prayerfully 

consider donating the cost of one or more choir robes?  

Worship Arts Worship Arts   

Elders of Worship Arts: Tina Mosley & Lynn Schindler 

Wanted: Bags & Cans 

Preschool News 

The organization’s goal is to strengthen and 
enhance the credibility of leaders in the field 
of early child care and education by provid-
ing membership services and benefits. For 

more information about NACCP and NAC, 
please visit www.naccp.org. 

Please recycle your plastic grocery bags by            

dropping them in the grey container on the              

breezeway. The preschool uses the plastic 

bags for sending home dirty clothes, spills, 

etc.  
 

Also, the youth ministry is collecting             

aluminum cans to raise money for the youth 

group items. Cans can be placed in a plastic 

bag on Jeff Davis’ desk (why not, right?).  
 

Your trash is our treasure!  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Precious Children in the Highlands Preschool 

has been awarded accreditation through the 
National Accreditation Commission for Early 
Care and Education Programs (NAC.) 
 
As a NAC Accredited center, Precious Chil-
dren in the Highlands Preschool has been 
recognized as an early care and education 
program that exemplifies excellence in the 

care of your children. By achieving NAC 
accreditation, Precious Children in the High-
lands Preschool provides a high quality pro-
gram for children, professional development 
opportunities for staff, parents a program that 
has exceeded state licensing requirements 
and children an environment that is condu-
cive to their individual growth and develop-

ment. 
 
The accreditation process included a self-
study process in which administrations, staff 
and parents evaluated the program in accor-
dance with NAC Accreditation Standards. 
After the self-study process was complete an 
onsite observation took place at the preschool 
by a professional validator. Based on the 

information  collected Precious Children in 
the Highlands was awarded accreditation.  
 
NAC is sponsored by the National Associa-
tion of Child Care Professionals (NACCP). 
NACCP is the nation’s leader among            
associations serving child care owners,           
directors and administrators.  

U P C O M I N G 
EVENTS The              

Preschool is selling 

Little Lambs cookie 

dough again. 

  

 

We will have samples and take orders 

before and after Worship on Oct. 2nd 

and 9th.  The orders will be delivered 

before Thanksgiving. 

October 22nd the preschool will once 

again be participating in the annual 

Craft Bazaar by providing supervision 

and activities on the playground for our 

visitors. We will also be selling books 

and home-made cards 

from Usborne Books 

& More. 

October 23d the 

preschool will have a 

display of books available before and 

after worship for congregation members 

to order.  

 

 

 

Also on October 23d, Teddy 

Bear Portraits will be set up in 

the  Pathfinder’s room to take 

portraits of our members. If you 

and your family did not have your picture 

taken in the spring, please plan to have it 

taken this day so you can be part of the 

church photo directory that is being              

developed. 

The preschool and student ministries team 

are working together on the Fall Festival 

this year. It is on Oct. 26th from 5:00-7:00 

P.M. We will need help with decorations, 

games, food and more. Please see Julie or 

Jeff and let them know that you would like 

to help make this the best Fall Festival ever. 

Mark your calendars now for our annual 

PCH/Preschool Thanksgiving lunch on 

Nov. 16th from 11:00-1:00. 

“We are helpers”                 
2 Cor. 1:24 

Julie Laursen, Director  

 

Helen Vogt, MOMS Leader 

MOMS                                              

MOMS is providing refreshment for the 

soul through devotion, fellowship, and 

friendships. Join us any Wednesday, from 

9:00am—11:00am, in the Lifeline room. 

Childcare is provided in the Pathfinders’ 

room. This outreach is free for all moms 

of preschool age children. Contact Helen 

for more info: (863)647-1321.   

“NO MOM ALONE…” 

http://www.naccp.org


OUR COMMUNITY 

The ―new—old‖ handwashing sink has been installed in the church kitchen, bringing us up to code. Many 

thanks to Jack Vogt and Ed Long for helping and Donald Bennett and Larry Becker for caring.  Ed Long is 

helping to locate a good used commercial floor buffer through one of his many contacts. Many thanks to Tina 

Mosely and the Worship Arts team for assistance with the air handler access in the maintenance-storage area. 

The septic system has been pumped out for preventative maintenance reasons and is good to go. Finally, as of 

this writing  (9-20-11, 7:20am) every light in every room comes on with a flip of the switch...or two! 

 

We are excited to welcome 

the following new members 

& their children to our PCH 

family... 

Sarah Boyd 

Eric Chartier & his            

daughter, Cherish 

Erin Chartier & her sons, 

Joseph, Trey, & Christopher 

Brian & Linda McDonough 

Stephanie Murphy & her 

son, Garrett 

Daniel & Trisha Recupero 

Kenneth & Sheila Thomas 

 

Life is a journey, and sometimes in this 

journey there are choices to make. Who 

do we bring into our Fellowship? What 

friend truly has our best interest? And 

where exactly is Mount Doom? Middle 

school students be ready to go on a jour-

ney through Middle Earth as we parallel 

Frodo’s quest with that of the church.  

There will be prizes, 

candy, and maybe a 

hobbit or two along 

the way. 6th—8th 

grade students,  join 

the“f el lo wship ”. 

Every Friday after-

noon in October,  from 4:00pm—

5:30pm, we will conquer the weight 

holding us down and launch it into the 

fires in which it came!  

L i f e l i n e 

high school 

m i n i s t r y 

will be 

holding a 

fundraiser 

during the 

craft bazaar 

on Saturday, October 23rd, from 

7:00am—3:00pm. The church holds this 

annual craft bazaar here on campus, and 

this is a great way to raise money for our 

mission trip. We will be selling hot dogs, 

hamburgers, chips and drinks. Drink 

donations would  be  accepted. Sign-ups 

will be available in the youth room.  

“AIM SMALL, MISS SMALL” 

If you want to hit the enemy, you must memorize that phrase. High school students know that the enemy 

rarely misses a chance to shoot them and the people they care about down. Wednesday nights in October start 

at Chili’s restaurant (Lakeside Village) on October 5th. In our debrief session the following week, (October 

12th) we will explore  the conquest period by looking at Joshua’s relationship with God and his enemy and 

how  we can be better fighters in our own battles every day. Then, on October 19th, it is off to Anchor House. 

This will be a night of hanging out with the boys there and bringing youth group to them. Finally, on October 

26th, we will be on sight for ―bootcamp‖.  

9th—12th grade students are welcome to all Lifeline events on 

Wednesday nights from 6:30pm—8:30pm. Remember with each new 

recruit that you bring and enlist, you will be one step closer to a $50 

Chili’s gift card! 

HIGH  

SCHOOL 

YOUTH 

Stories can be fun, scary, or              

offer a path on how to live life. 

Jesus was a story teller in His 

day and the message that he 

conveyed always led people to 
understand God. Through the 

month  of October ,  our           

elementary students will share 

the stories Jesus told. K—5th 

grade students are welcome to 

come have some fun and sit 

down with the best story teller of 

all time! Weds evenings, 

6:30pm—8:00pm.  

 

                                                       

Children of all ages gather in the 

front lawn of the church for the 

Fall Festival. Wednesday, Octo-

ber 26th, 5:00pm—7:00pm.  
There will be games, crafts, candy, 
prizes, live music, and much more! 
The youth group will sell hot dogs 
and beverage for only $1.30. We 

will have a party on the front lawn 
and everyone in the entire family is 
invited — you won’t want to miss 

this event!  

T h e r e 

will be 

a 

change 

of pace 

o n 

Sunday, October 23rd, as the 

student ministry takes over the 

worship service!  

Youth Sunday is a chance for       

students to participate in the ele-

ments of worship and share God’s 

love with the congregation of PCH. 

We will try our best to dress nice, 
throw away the chewing gum, keep 

the M&Ms inside our pockets...and 

still have a good time in church!  

 

 

 

Halloween can be more of a ―trick‖ 

than a ―treat‖ for parents who want 

a safe environment for their child. 

If that is the case in your house, 

then mark your calendars for this 

fun Halloween alternative! PCH’s 

Trunk or Treat will be held in the 

church parking lot to provide a safe 

way for kids to trick or treat.                
There will be free candy along with 

a pizza dinner for the family and a 

costume contest.  

The fun will be on Halloween, 
Monday, October 31st, from 

6:00pm—8:00pm. Sign-up to par-

ticipate in decorating your vehicle 

and passing out candy by calling 

the church, emailing Jeff Davis 

(cedirector@pchighlands.com) or 

on the information board.  

 

Jeff Davis, Director of Christian Education 

PCH lost another founding 

member last week with the 

passing of Lois Parrish, 

whose husband Jim died in 

2010. Lois and Jim were very 

active members who were 

greatly missed when they 

moved to North Lakeland 

and it was no longer practical 

to drive here. Acting as treas-

urer was one of Jim’s contri-

butions. He was often an 

usher and accomplished 

many things while remaining 

in the background. Lois, once 

secretary, was active in the 

ladies’ circle, was on the 

newsletter staff, and headed 

the Holy Rollers at its     be-

ginning. They will not be 

forgotten.  

PresbyterianPresbyterianPresbyterian      
Church Church Church in thein thein the   

HighlandsHighlandsHighlands   
 
 

www.pchighlands.com 

“Now you are the body 
of Christ and            
individually            

members of it.” 
1 Corinthians 12:27 

Maintenance News 
Shannon Thornton, Maintenance Coordinator 

Friday, October 14th, 7:00pm is the PCH+ game night at the church! This month’s game will 

be ―Apples to Apples‖. Let’s be creative and bring an apple, or a black or orange snack to 

share.  

 

The monthly senior ministry luncheon will be held on Wednesday, October 19th, at 1:00pm 

at Red Lobster (3706 US Hwy 98 N, Lakeland). Please sign up by Sunday, October 16th. 

The sign-up sheet is located on the PCH+ bulletin board.  

PCH+ Senior Ministry 

If you like to gather around dusty pews to discuss theological terms and try and 

solve the problem, ―Can God create a hot dog too big for even Him to eat?‖ Then 

our college ministry probably isn’t the place for you. But if you like to kick back on 

a sofa with a can of soda in one hand, while you munch on M&Ms with the other, as 

you maul over real life topics, then you have come to the right place! College            

students meet every Wednesday, 8:00pm-9:30pm, in the Lifeline room. Catalyst is 

the place where college students get connected in a real life kinda’ way!  

College 

Ministry 

Member NewsMember News  


