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N O V E M B E R  &  

D E C E M B E R  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Peggy Becker 
2nd 

Lorene Andino 
3rd 

Cherish Chartier 
10th 

Jeff Sprague 
Joyce Tribble 

Lauren Wortman 
11th 

Carole Schroth 
15th 

Dee Vincent 
17th 

William Dazley 
18th 

Garfield Brown 
Norman Strand 

20th 
Reid Becker 

22nd 
Amanda Faircloth 

26th 
Jackson Rodeffer 

29th 
Isabella Anderson 
Stephanie Murphy 

Betty Rodeffer 
30th 

Dixie Davis 
Charles Mater 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

24th 
Don & Gayle Brice, 46 years 

25th 
Gary & Linda Brown, 12 years 

29th 
John & Barbara Milone, 37 years 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3rd 

Mark Laursen 
5th 

Larry Becker Sr.  
Justin Pennington 

10th 
Clint Haldane 

11th 
Linda Brown 

12th 
Tom Martin 

18th 
Holly Bishop 

Bev Thompson 
22nd 

Steve Miller 
26th 

Lida Bennett 
29th 

Julie Laursen 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st 
Ed & Grace Chartier, 61 years 

18th 
Lynn & Kathy Harrison, 36 years 
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A Word From The Pastor 
 

November always sparks a time of 
reflection and gratitude. Historically, the 
crops have come and the hard work of 
the harvest is over. People relax, sit 
back, and enjoy the fruits of their labor. 
Look at what we’ve been given! 
Because our culture has evolved into 

different vocations and jobs, as well as the technology 
to preserve food, we have lost the rhythm of the 
season. What used to be a collective exhale has 
turned into another month of busyness. This saddens 
me because there seems to be no rest for the weary. 
God ordained a season of rest, much like the 
Sabbath, yet we work through it playing catch-up. 
Friends, let us reclaim our moment of splendor and 
gratitude to a Creator and Savior that gives very much 
to you and me. Take an opportunity this November to 
thank God with words and actions for all He has done 
for you. Perhaps, that can be during our Thanksgiving 
Eve service on Wednesday, November 21st, at 
7:00pm, as FPC and North Lakeland Presbyterian join 
us for worship!   

Highlands Herald 

Did you know... 

In the month of September, PCH 
added 4 flocks of chicks, 3 rabbits, 1 

flock of geese, and 1 flock of ducks to 
our Heifer International ark? 25 shares 

of a heifer, a sheep, and a water 
buffalo were also added!  

 

Did you know… 

Your Sunday School offering will be 
used to continue to fill our ark?  

 

Did you know… 

You can visit the website, 
www.heifer.org, for more information 

on this great PCH sponsored mission! 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell  

The 



Come, let us sing               

for joy to the                   

Lord; let us shout 

aloud to the Rock               

of our salvation.                      

Let us come before 

Him with            

thanksgiving and     

extol Him with music 

and song.  
   

– Psalm 95:1-2 

As a church and 
as a people, we 
have so many 
things to give 
p r a i s e  a n d 
thanks to God 
f o r .  A s 
mentioned in 
Pastor Shaun’s 
article on the first 
p a g e ,  w e 
sometimes allow 
ourselves to 

become so busy, we leave little opportunity to express our 
gratitude. Join us at 7:00pm on Wednesday, November 21st, 
for this year’s Thanksgiving Eve service, which   will be hosted at 
PCH! First Presbyterian and North Lakeland Presbyterian 
churches will gather with us for worship. The music will be 
outstanding and feature a combined choir. The Rev. Dr. Mike 
Louden, pastor at First Presbyterian Church here in Lakeland, 
will be preaching the message. Please help us welcome our 
fellow believers to this service of grateful thanksgiving by 
attending with your family!  

Let us give thanks... 

Looking forward, we will again decorate 
our sanctuary with poinsettias for Advent 
and Christmas. Poinsettia order forms 
will be included in the bulletin during 
the month of November. The plants will 
be $11 each and you may purchase or 
donate one or more plants to honor 
someone special. The plants may be taken 
home or given to a shut-in (we will deliver) 
after the Christmas Eve service. Please 
contact Lynn Schindler for more 
information: (863)686-8766.  

Worship Arts 

Aside from our special holiday 
happenings, we are pleased that 
our new Sunday morning                                  
contemporary worship service is 
up and running. This more relaxed 
and casual service has a lively, 
upbeat tempo. Starting at 
11:15am, it is the perfect worship 
opportunity for those who want to 
sleep a little later on the weekend! 
Please invite your friends,                         
co-workers, and neighbors to join 
you at this service.  We look                
forward to seeing you!   

Preschool 
News  

Fall is here 
a n d  t h e 
children are 
busy tending 
t o  t h e i r 
p u m p k i n 
patch. Our 
p u m p k i n s 
were donated 
by a farmer in 
Missouri and delivered to us by Roger and 
Barbara Lynn, parents of one of our teachers, 
Colleen McClain.  

Did you know we have a parent 
lending library, sponsored by the 
United Way? It is on the book 
display shelf in the back hallway. 
The lending library books are all 
labeled with a Success by Six 
label or stamp. You are welcome 
to check-out a book for your child or grandchild. 
Just sign it out on the clipboard on the top of the 
book display shelf. A big thank you to Carolyn 
Haug for keeping our books organized! 

Order your cookie dough now & have it in time for 
holiday baking! See Julie or one of the preschool 
staff in the Narthex on Sunday, November 4th for 
samples and ordering! All proceeds from this 
fundraiser go toward the purchase of preschool 
materials.  

Mark your calendars…        
November has some 
fun activities planned 
from Salon Day to 
S h u t t e r f l y  pa r t y ! 
Expecting mothers or 
those with children 
through age 5, drop in 
and join us  at any 
time!  

 

 

 
HAVEN’T VIEWED OR 
PURCHASED YOUR 
PORTRAITS YET? 

 

 

 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE! PORTRAITS ARE IN 

THE PRESCHOOL OFFICE FOR A LIMITED 

TIME. CONTACT JULIE LAURSEN FOR 

MORE INFO: (863)646-9333. 

All of our little pil-
grims and Indians 
are looking forward 
to our annual 
PCH+/Preschoo l 
Thanksgiving lunch. 
Be sure to join us 
on November 14th, 

anytime between 11:00am and 1:00pm, for a 
delicious lunch and a chance to mingle with our 
preschool families. Contact Diana Sprague to 
sign-up: 619-5485. 

Julie Laursen 
Preschool Director 



Yes, there has been a revival at PCH, 

unassisted by the Pews Brothers. 

Most unfortunately faulty air 

conditioning caused damage to 

resources in the library. Some books 

as well as some shelves were 

damaged beyond  use. Professionals 

came in and remedied the situation. 

Sadly, this left a terrible mess. 

Following their work, Shannon, Jack, 

and Donald replaced ceiling tiles, 

painted, and rebuffed the floors. 

Then Lorraine Barringer, who had 

previously put the library in order, 

spent many hours arranging 

remaining books on shelves in 

alphabetical (according to author) 

order and listed in a cardex. All who 

use this room are most grateful. Now 

all the library needs is READERS! 

There is an abundance of good books 

ready to check out. All one needs to 

do is remove a book from the shelf & 

sign the card. Take advantage of this!  

A Revival at PCH! 

Missions News 

The November PCH sponsored mission of the month is Rice & 
Beans for the Beth El Farmworker Ministry. Please bring in bags 
of dry pinto beans or rice (any size bags) and deposit them in 
the collection box located in the narthex by Sunday, November 
18th. We will then call the organization to collect and deliver our 
donated food in time for Thanksgiving.  
 
 Beth-El is located in four farmworker communites: Wimauma, 

Immokalee, Arcardia, and Ft. Meade.  
 In Wimauma alone, Beth-El supplies over 600 families with a 

grocery bag of food each week.  
 In Immokalee, during this part of the season, Beth-El will 

soon be serving over 800 simple warm meals every Friday 
evening.  

 In Arcadia, in partnership with FPC-Arcadia, the group offers 
outreach on Thursdays & a worship service on Sunday 
afternoon.  

 Beth-El is now in partnership with FPC-Ft. Meade to offer 
outreach to the farmworker ministry on Friday afternoons.  

 
As you can imagine, the need is great to assist our brothers and 
sisters! You can help make their meals nutritious and healthy by 
purchasing an extra bag or pinto beans or rice when you shop 
each week and dropping them off at church on Sundays.  

Join the Welcome 

Wagon to greet & 

follow-up with 

visitors!  

Do you feel like you have the spiritual gift for 

hospitality? Do you long to share our PCH 

warmth & the love of God as we welcome 

visitors & fellow believers each week here at 

PCH? Then this Ministry team is for you! To 

join the team, contact Donna: (863)602-7876        

or dmc7phillips@earthlink.net.  

 

 

 

The Friday AM 

Circle will meet on 

Friday, November 

16th, at 10:00am, at 

the church. Jeanette 

Burt is the hostess 

and Peggy Gillock 

is the lesson leader. 

The group will be 

studying lesson #3 

in “Living Stones”. 

All women of the 

church are 

welcome! 

The confet t i 
produced by our 
of f ice paper 
shredder was 
everywhere. . . I 
found it in my 
chair, all over my 
d e s k  a n d 
c o m p u t e r 
keyboard, and all 

over my floor. Initially, I was pretty upset that someone had gone 
to such painstaking efforts to trash my office. This was just great! 
I couldn’t believe that it was 6:30am on Monday morning. The 
weekend had passed so quickly! On top of that, it was my 
birthday! What a fine way to start another week and another year! 
As I began to clean up my office and the mess that someone else 
had left, I found it. The “Happy Birthday” card that my co-workers 
had left for me was buried under the biggest pile of confetti. As I 
read the card, my emotions quickly shifted. I actually appreciated 
that my co-workers remembered my birthday and that they 
thought enough of me to “give me the business”. Everyone was 

greeting me with a smile and a joke (or 
two) throughout the day. It felt good to 
know that people wanted me to know they 
hadn’t forgotten about me… 
 
Have you ever had a story or experience 
like this one? When you experience a 
breakthrough at work, Sunday School, or 
in a small group, how do you build on the 
momentum? When you feel or experience 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit working in 
your life, when random acts of kindness, 
t houg h t f u l nes s ,  s i nc e r i t y ,  and 
encouragement find you, what do you do? 
Better yet, who do you tell? There is 
something special and memorable about 
testimony...the power and inspiration that 
we draw from sharing ourselves with 
others can only be kindled when the 
stories are actually told! Sharing the Story 

We Are Family 

segments  within our services               
occur on the 3rd Sunday of every 
month. If you have a story to 
share, please contact Eric Phillips 
a t  ( 8 6 3 ) 5 5 9 - 7 3 7 2  o r 
ericdmp@earthlink.net so we can 
have the opportunity to share your 
joys & experiences...after all, we 
are family!                                                                                                                                                                                



Student Ministry 

Epic It’s all about the blood! Vampires have to 

drink blood in order to stay alive and the blood 
of Christ is essential for eternal life. Welcome to 
the life of being a vampire! Students 6th-8th 
grade learn more with us on Friday’s (4:00pm-
5:30pm).  
 

Middle School Retreat (6th-8th grade) 

will be held November 9th—11th, at Cedarkirk. 
The theme is “In the Flesh” and the cost is only 
$60. There will be archery, campfires, 
swimming, zip-line, worship &  a guest speaker. 
Be sure to sign-up with Jeff by calling (863)646-
3121 or email cedirector@pchighlands.com. 
 
We are excited to announce that Billy Madden is 
going on his 2nd tour of duty as a PCH intern. 
Billy is a senior at Southeastern University and 
is looking forward to connecting with the middle 

school students and growing this 
ministry. He is also involved in 
XA on Wednesdays & Sundays. 
We get the pleasure of having 
Billy around for one more year 
so if you haven’t given him a big 
bear hug...do it today...he loves 
those!  

 
 
 

Pathfinders sharpen your 
blades & grab your boots; 
you’re sure to love this 
Senorita at the Well as you 

engage her story with DreamWorks Puss in Boots. 
Children K-5th are invited to join us on Wednesday 
nights, 6:30pm-8:00pm.  
 

Lifeline  
“A true friend never gets in your way unless you 
happen to be going down” — Arnold Glasow.  
 
High school students, 
9th—12th grade, come 
hang out with some 
t rue  f r i ends  on 
Wednesday nights, 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm, 
and learn about the 
greatest friend of them 
all!  

College and career young 
adults (ages 18-25) are 
welcome to join us during 
Connect on Wednesday 
nights, from 8:00pm-
9:00pm, as we read 

through Paul’s epistles together. Share in the 
struggles of the early church and find out that 
not as much has changed as you might have 
thought!  

Chi Alpha encourages all 18
-25 year olds to come enjoy 
the game within the game! 
Sunday nights, from 7:30pm 
to half time of the NFL 
game, we will  watch the 

game of the week on the big screen while also 
playing a game of the week — whether it is 
Risk, Rook, Rummy, etc. Free dinner & Wi-Fi 
are available. 

 

 

SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
11/4: DALLAS COWBOYS @ ATLANTA FALCONS 

11/11: HOUSTON TEXANS @CHICAGO BEARS 
11/25: GREEN BAY PACKERS@ NY GIANTS 

Jeff Davis 
Director of Christian Education 

Student Ministry is proud to have 
Alex Laursen on staff with us as 
our new college & career intern. 
Alex has grown up in this church 

and has a passion to help the 
church grow. He is a graduate 
from Montreat University, a                 
Presbyterian school in North 
Carolina. He currently is working 
at LeRoy’s bike shop and desires 
to bring his generation back to 
church.  
 

Whether you are interested in our 

Sunday School classes, Wednesday 

night Small Groups, or Monday/

Friday monthly circles, we are 

always happy to accept newcomers. 

There is no such thing as a 

“latecomer” in our groups because 

everyone is always considered right 

on time!  If you have been 

considering trying us out, call the 

church office, (863)646-3121, or 

contact Eric Phillips, (863)559-7372 

(ericphillips@polk-county.net), for 

more details on visiting a group!  

Right On Time! Member News 

Special life events! Two of our 
members just got engaged. Rob 
Watson has planned for two 
years on how to pop the 
question to Julie Armstrong. He 
managed to get Julie’s favorite 
band to help him propose on a 
cruise ship without Julie 
knowing any detail. She didn’t 
even know she was going on a cruise. They plan to get married 
in Miami sometime next Fall. Take a moment and congratulate 
them! 

 
Another couple, Stephanie Murphy and Rob 
Hoskins have recently married. The two 
sealed the deal on Friday, November 2nd, 
at Cocoa Beach. Stephanie & Rob assist in 
our youth and children’s ministries as well 
as our softball team. Don’t forget to 
surround them with your words of 
affirmation. Congratulations!  
 

 
Meet our newest members! Stephen & 
Kathy Miller have moved from Illinois and 
joined us last month. They have both 
been Presbyterian Elders. Steve has 
trained and been certified as a lay pastor. 
They have four children ranging from 
ages 28—41. Steve was a data 
processing manager and Kathy was a 
technical program manager and both are 
now in a season of retirement. Steve likes 
to play golf and has the spiritual gift of 
“helps”. They have joined Sunday School at 9am and have been 
involved in our small groups. The Millers attend our 
Contemporary Service at 11:15am. Kathy is interested in 
women’s ministry, senior ministry, missions, prayer, and 
hospitality. Steve is interested in men’s ministry, computers, and 
small groups. Won’t you make them feel welcome and loved?  

Anyone who donated in any way                  

toward the women’s retreat craft                            

project is appreciated! It was a success 

with 53+ dresses in the stages of being 

completed! Double wide bias tape to 

complete the dresses is still needed.  

Contact Helen Vogt or Diana Sprague 

for info on church sewing days. 

Thank you to 

everyone who helped 

contribute to the 

pillowcase dress craft!  

 Game Night: Friday, Nov 9th, 

7:00pm 

 Annual PCH+ and Precious Chil-

dren preschool Thanksgiving lunch. 

11:00am—1:00pm 

 PCH+ Christmas Party: Sunday, 

Dec 2nd, 6:30pm  

 

Contact Diana Sprague for more info on 

these events: (863)619-5485 or  

dianasprague84@yahoo.com 

Senior Ministry 


