
 

OUR PURPOSE 
Our purpose is to bring people into the fellowship of God’s family, 

help them to grow spiritually mature, 
Prepare them for service, and equip them to share their faith, 

So that God is glorified through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

PCH: “Transforming People with God’s Loving Truth!” 



   

WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES AT 9:00 A.M. 

                                  BLENDED SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.       

        THE SERVICE IS FOLLOWED WITH AN OPPORTUNTIY FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
Pastor 

 

            A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

 

Many have asked how the newborn days are going.  We are enjoying 
 these sleep deprived days.  Autumn is healthy and always hungry
 She’s beginning to get those chunky thighs that hungry babies   

 develop. We are cringing less often as body fluids have become the normal 
accessory for our attire.  Melissa has described her routine as something similar to the movie 
Groundhog Day.  Melissa is doing well and adjusting to the odd hours, feeding schedule, and 
diaper pileups.  We anxiously await Autumn’s two month shots so we can bring her and share 
her with you.  Evan is becoming a pro at holding her and always insists on sitting with his baby 
sister in reach.  He’s read her a few of his favorite books and tried to teach her his name.   

Thank you for your kind inquiries, thoughtful gifts and meals, and 
prayers.  I have been given the following advice relative to pinning diapers 
on Autumn:  “Place the diaper in the shape of a baseball diamond with the 
father at the bat.  Fold second base over home plate.  Place the baby on the 
pitcher's mound.  Then pin the first base to home plate and all will be com-
plete."  Unfortunately, all was not complete.  Frequently, I have to call the 
game on account of wet!    

 
    

  
 

It's hard to believe Advent is just around the corner, isn't it? The Christmas Musical 
this year will be on December 5th during the morning worship services. Be sure to   
          invite your friends and family as we open December with celebration 

and joy! If you have the gift of music and you aren't currently con-
nected with our music ministry, we ask that you prayerfully con-
sider joining our team. We would love to have you be a part of 
what God is doing in this church through music! If you have any 
questions, please feel free to talk to Tony Mercer after the service. 
Thank you for all of your prayers and support you have given the 
music ministry here at PCH! 

         Tony Mercer , Director of Worship Music   

      ON A MUSICAL NOTE 



 
    

 
Dedication Sunday is November 7.  This is the day we dedicate our pledge cards for 
2011 as a holy offering to our Lord.  Confidentiality is key.  No one will know the 
amounts on these cards except for the Financial Administrator who is sworn to se-
crecy.  Not even the pastor will know the pledges.  A total pledge amount will be 
communicated to Session to prepare the budget for 2011.  We need a pledge from 
everyone even if the amount is zero.  There will be two ways to offer the pledge cards 
during the service.  At the end of the service, during the last song, the congregation 
will be invited to come forward and place their cards on the communion table.  For those uncom-
fortable or unable to come forward, they may place their cards in the offering plates when the offer-
ing is collected prior to the sermon.  All pledge cards should be sealed in the provided envelopes to 
ensure confidentiality.  For the contemporary service, Dedication will be Wednesday, November 10. 

The Money Man 

 
The Church Office Hours versus The Pastor’s Hours 
As many of you know, the church office hours are 10:00am-2:00pm Monday through Friday.  How-
ever, this is not the only time to talk or meet with our pastor.  Shaun’s hours are 10:00am-5:00pm 
Monday through Thursday with occasional variations.  He stays late on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days.  He also has Sundays after church available, too.  Anyone may schedule an appointment 
through the office secretary, Karen Harvey, or with Shaun himself.  He carries his schedule and 
calendar with him on his phone.  To reach Shaun in emergency situations, his cell phone is 407-
460-0948.  Our pastoral emergency response time is at least an hour when Shaun is home.  Due to 
his home being an hour away, first responders will be our Elders of Care, Linda Hudson and Diana 
Long.  

The Expendables The Expendables 

 This year’s men’s retreat was held at Cedarkirk Camps and Conferences on October 15th.  We had 
10 participants who shared in a lot of laughs, worship, small groups and competitive games.  We 
broke into two teams the Gators vs. the Seminoles.  We competed in recreational and non-
recreational events throughout the day ranging from volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, chess, and horse-
shoes to name a few.  Pastor Shaun was the “captain” of the Gators and Jeff Davis was the “captain” 
of the Seminoles.   Andy Norman and Eric Phillips were Co “MVP’S” for the Seminoles, and Jeff 
Sprague was the “MVP” in a losing effort for the Gators.  All that matters, is the 
“Trophy” sits in Jeff’s office for another year! We hope to see more men out next 
year, and we thank those who spent the day with us. 

T h e  E x p e n d a b l e s  M e n ' s  R e t r e a t  



Presbyterian Women Ministry 
The Women Circle Groups meet from September through May 

 

MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Church library. They invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. For more information,  Jill 
Wolfersberger can be reached at 644-1768. 
 
 

FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Church library or in the home of the hostess. 

  PCH “Plus” Mission Statement 
PCH+ is a non-fundraising group within Presbyterian Church in the Highlands  with 

an emphasis on senior ministry. Our purpose is to provide Christian fellowship,  

          entertainment, travel, study and prayer. 

PCH+ Monthly Luncheon  
PCH+ will join the Precious Children for a Thanksgiving lunch on Wednesday, November 17th, at 
noon.  The menu will consist of turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, green beans, dessert and beverage 
for $8.00 per adult.  Please sign up if you plan to attend. 
 

PCH+ GAME NIGHT -  LAST GAME NIGHT OF THE YEAR-  “APPLES TO APPLES’ 
November’s game night will be held on Friday, November 12th.  Bring a friend and a snack to 
share. 

    

 

 

 

The annual Fall Festival is an opportunity to get together PCH as a Church family, offering fun ac-
tivities for adults, teens and children. There will be games, crafts, music and good food.  This is a 
time to invite someone you know to see what PCH is all about.  Want to volunteer during the festi-
val?  Here are some areas in which you can volunteer your time…. games, crafts, hay ride, cooking, 
set up and take down. Please contact Jeff Davis or Diana Sprague if you can help in any way.   

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13th, 2010      
4:00-7:00pm  

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH -  
 NOTE TIME CORRECTION 

Wednesday, November 24th, 7:30 p.m. plan to attend the annual Thanksgiving Eve  
Service at First Presbyterian Church, 175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr., Lakeland.  Our very  
own Pastor, Shaun Hartsell has been invited to give the sermon for this service.  Our choir 

will be joining the First Presbyterian choir that evening. Child care will be provide at First Presbyte-
rian during the service.  All PCH Wednesday evening scheduled activities on campus will be can-
celled that Wednesday so that everyone at PCH is able to come and share in this worship service. 



                Jeff Davis  
Director of Christian Education  

                   
                                      
 
      
 

 
      

 

 

 

   

Luke Thompson,   
College Intern 
CATALYST Moderator 

 My Church Family, another month is coming to a close. It has been a busy, but exciting 
 month for CATALYST College ministry! God is working! We are expanding into the 
 community of Lakeland and excited to see God changing lives. Thank you so much for
  allowing me the opportunity to share in this blessing with all of you! The question I have 
 been asking CATALYST this month is; have we taken the time to step back and thank 
 God for His goodness? The past cannot be relived, the future cannot be reached before 
    it’s time, but the present is a gift to be enjoyed. Sometimes the present is hard to live 
with until we look back at our past and rely on God’s eternal goodness. If today is hard, let us spend 
some time reflecting on yesterday. God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, this means that 
when anxiety overwhelms, we can trust history!! God has always fulfilled His promises! God has al-
ways been good to us! Even the struggles are allowed to refine us and bring us new joy everlasting! 
Since the dawn of time our God has been creating, shaping, birthing and nurturing good things! It is 
not, nor has it ever been in His nature to be anything other than Good! Look at his mercy from Gene-
sis to Revelation with Abraham, Sara, Hagar, Noah, Moses, all of Israel, David, Solomon, Samson, 
Esther, Ruth, the priest Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, John the Baptizer, Jesus, Pe-
ter, James, John, Paul, even Judas, and the list goes on all the way down thousands of years to you, 
and me! Take a look at this list and you will notice most of these people suffered a great deal. Some 
were even liars, murderers, and traders (Abraham, David, Paul, Judas and Peter) but that did not stop 
Christ’s love from working his plan for good through their lives even in the midst of the pain that all 
of them endured at some point! God is good, God has ALWAYS been good, and he will ALWAYS be 
good! When anxiety clouds our vision, and worry may seem closer than our shadow, worship is our 
antidote! Worship him for what he has done (history), so that we might trust him for what he will 
do! With love from all of us at CATALYST, Sincerely, Luke Thompson <><  

  The fall can be a tricky time for teenagers with school, band, sports and other extra- 
  curricular activities.  Time usually isn’t on their side.  Knowing that, I am proud of  
  the students here at Lifeline, on October 10th we had Youth Sunday and there was a 
  lot of time and energy poured into the service.  I know God was honored by their  
  efforts.  Also, the students helped at the craft bazaar this past year.  Some of the teen
   agers got here at 7:00am to help set up craft booths for the venders and other 
   odd jobs that needed to be done.  As we look forward to Thanksgiving, a time 
when we thank God for what he has blessed us with, I wanted to thank the students of Lifeline for 
giving to God their most valued possession; their time.   

Pathfinders ministry has grown this fall since Billy Madden has come on board 
here at PCH.  The students have responded positively and have brought their 
friends.  God is doing a great work with our elementary program and we look 
forward to expanding the children’s ministry in the year to come.   



 

 

 

 
God Gives food to us (Ps. 136:25) 
God made the flowers (Gen. 1:11) 

                              I thank God (2Tim. 1:3) 
 
 

 

The children have been experiencing God’s harvest through planting a Fall garden. Come see what 
they have created, it is in the back next to the playground.  You can have your picture taken in our 

garden and make a photo frame for it at PCH’s Fall Festival on Nov. 13th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

The Preschool is joining with PCH+ on Nov. 17th for our annual Thanksgiving Lunch. This will be a 
great opportunity for the Preschool and Church Members to connect. 

 

 

 

  Music Lessons are a great addition to our program. Parents can            
choose to have their children participate for an extra fee. One of 
our students and her family have started coming to church Sun-
day mornings because they wanted to see Mr. Dan play the violin.  

 

       It is   amazing to see God at work through our programs. 

Julie Laursen Preschool Director 

 

A memorial Service will be held on Sunday, November 14th, after the 10:30 a.m. service in 
the PCH Memorial Garden as we remember and honor our deceased love ones. 
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   MISSION OF THE MONTH 
                                                    BETH-EL FOOD PANTRY 
We will be collecting nonperishable food items and basic essentials for the Beth-EL food pantry 
which serves farm workers in our area.  In the last two years the food pantry averaged 600 families 
receiving food from this ministry.  Your support through the years has allowed the Presbytery of 
Tampa Bay to continue helping Beth-El provide this service in our community.  Items they are in 
most need of are food items, personal hygiene products, underwear and socks, all sizes, men, women 
and children.  There will be a box in the Narthex designated for Beth-el contributions throughout the 
month.  Thank you for all that you do. 

                

        A HOLIDAY HAPPENING AT PCH 
  CHURCH FAMILY DINNER WITH CHINESE GIFT EXCHANGE 
Saturday, December 4th, at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  Meat, dessert and 
beverage will be provided.  Bring a wrapped gift, $10.00 limit please. During the gift exchange,  
7:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m., nursery care will be provided.  This event is for everyone  
in the church.  Looking forward to seeing you there.   Merry Christmas!! 
 

         

 THERE IS STILL TIME TO PARTICIPATE...             
 OPERATION CHRISTMAS SHOE 

           FILLED SHOE BOXES DUE BACK NOVEMBER 7TH.   
                           Additional information sheets are located  in the Church Narthex.   
 

 PCH ANNUAL SECRET SANTA 2010 
As we have  done in the past, we will collect money for food and toys for distribu-
tion to those in need in our community.  With your help we can ensure a happier 
holiday season for many families who would not otherwise be able to have food or 
toys this season.  We will be getting about 30 children names for 
distribution in the middle of November.. More information to follow. 

      

         POINSETTIAS  FOR SALE   
 

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia this holiday season to celebrate, to honor or to thank 
someone for being a blessing in your life, inserts will be in the November bulletins for you to 
place your order.  They are the same price as last year, $10.00 and yours to take home after the 
Christmas Eve service  



 

 
 
 

                

       Wednesday Evening on the PCH Campus….Something for everyone! 
    

     6:00-6:30pm    Martha Ministry and Dinner for all ($4.00 adults, $2.00 children) 
                   Martha Ministry  meets in kitchen to help cook, cleanup and for fellowship 
 

6:30-7:30pm    PCH Small Groups   

              Women’s Study  meets in library and is currently studying “Bad Girls of the Bible” 
 

Men’s Study  meets in choir room and is currently studying “Bad Guys of the Bible” 
    

Fireproof Couple Study  meets in pastor’s study and is currently studying “Dare to Love” 
    

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets in youth building in Julie’s office 
 

Lifeline Youth Group meets in youth building in the Lifeline room 
    

Pathfinders Elementary Group meets in youth building in the Pathfinders room 
    

Nursery Care for Pre-K meets in youth building in the 1 year old classroom 
    

Contemporary Worship Team meets in Sanctuary 
 
 

7:30-8:30pm  Ignite Worship Service (Contemporary Worship Service) 
 
 

8:30-9:30pm  CATALYST  meets in Sanctuary           

PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

                         HAPPY THANKSGIVING 


