
A Word from Pastor Shaun 

There are two kinds of people:  people that see 
March as a month of new growth and people that 
see March as allergy season.  Pollen is in the air 
(and on your car).  It blankets the ground as well 
as our sinuses.  As we sniffle and sneeze our way 
through Lent, we might not realize that pollination 
is vital to new life and growth.   It is necessary and 

needed for new life to occur.  March is the time for growth.  Our 
40 day journey to Easter is meant for our spiritual growth as we 
reach Calvary.  Ironically enough, our custom when someone 
sneezes is to say, “bless you” or “God bless you”.  The practice 
of blessing someone who sneezes dates back to the middle 
ages.  One explanation suggests that it originally was an actual 
blessing started by Pope Gregory I as an early defense to the 
outbreak of the bubonic plague.  At the time, sneezing was 
thought to be an early symptom.  Some cultures see sneezing as 
a sign of good fortune or God’s beneficence.  My favorite legend, 
however, was the belief that a person’s soul could be thrown 
from their body when they sneezed, that sneezing otherwise 
opened the body to the invasion of evil.  Or perhaps closely 
related was the idea that sneezing was the body’s effort to force 
out an invading evil presence.  Perhaps, during Lent, it’s not far 
from the truth that we sneeze away the obstacles that prevent us 
from the cross.   
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4.2 
7:20pm 

4.16 
7:20pm 

4.23 
6:20pm 

4.23 
7:20pm 

Come out and 
support the team 

on Tuesday  
evenings at the 
field located at 

1600 Josephine 
Street, in  
Lakeland.  



 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who made the Ash 

Wednesday supper possible.  Tina Mosley 

and Lindy Mercer headed up this event that 

was held prior to our worship service. Soups 

were lovingly made by Holly Bishop, Jill 

Coler, Kathy Harrison, Chip Jackson, Laura 

Lindemann, Helen Vogt, Mary Vaughn, and 

Tom Martin.  Salad, breads, and drinks were 

provided by Deborah Haldane, Tina Mosley, 

Lynn Schindler, Rusty Adams, Barbara 

Hensley, Carolyn and Bob Haug, Dee and 

Ray Vincent, Kathy and Steve Miller, Lindy 

Mercer, and Carol Tangarone. 
 

The Worship Arts Team is excited to 

announce a special Lenten presentation! 

Charla Henderson and members of her 

Messianic Synagogue are providing this 

event to help us explore the significance of 

Passover and the meaning of the traditional 

elements.  Through the exploration of 

Passover, or the “feast of freedom” which 

commemorates the Exodus of the Israelites 

from bondage in Egypt and memorializes the 

night when the faithful were protected by the 

blood of the lamb - this is a clear picture of 

the sacrifice that Jesus the Messiah made as 

“the lamb of God who takes away the sins of 

the world” (John 1:29).   

Worship Arts 
This celebration helps us as Believers to gain perspective 

of the sacrificial system and the weight of Jesus’ sacrifice 

for us on the cross. This program will take place on 

Wednesday, March 27 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the 

sanctuary.  We hope that you will prayerfully consider 

attending this event with your family!   

 

Maundy Thursday service of Tenebrae will be celebrated 

Thursday, March 28 at 7 pm in the sanctuary.  A 

dramatic monologue and special music will be 

included.  For me personally, this is one of the most 

meaningful and moving services on our church calendar as 

we come face to face with the Lord's anguish and 

suffering for each one of us as He prepares to face the 

cross.  May your lives be touched by the events leading up 

to the glorious resurrection of our Lord and Savior. 

  

Easter lilies are now available for purchase 

to adorn our sanctuary during our Easter 

morning services.  If you would like to 

dedicate an Easter lily to someone you 

hold special in your heart, please fill out 

the form included in the bulletin each 

Sunday during the month of  March.  The 

cost is $11 and you may take your lily 

home (at noon)  following the second 

worship service. Our regular two-service worship service 

schedule will be followed on Easter Sunday. Did you 

know...the beautiful trumpet-shaped blossoms of the 

Easter lily symbolize purity, hope, and life, the spiritual 

essence of Easter and all the promises of spring.  

Worship Arts Continued … 

Have you read a great book lately that 
you just have to share with 

someone?  Why not add it to our new 
Book Exchange Cart?   The cart 

will be located in the Narthex on 
Sunday mornings.  Drop a book off to 

share or pick one up.  Read it and keep 
it or bring  it back to share with 

someone else.    

Lynn Schindler// 
Elder for Worship Arts 
larschindler@gmail.com 

 



His & Hers Ministries 

The Men’s Ministry is taking it 
to the net this month with their 
March Madness event! All 
men are invited to participate 
in Pancake Madness at the 
church on Sat, March 16th,  
8:30am - 10:30am.  
 

8:30am—9:30am: 
 Get your head in the game!  

Pancake breakfast 
Sausage & Bacon 

(No need to tell your wife or your 
cardiologist—just  
come and enjoy!) 

Juice & Coffee 
 

During this time all men will 
have the chance to make  
selections for the March 
bask etba l l  t ou rnament 
bracket. Competitors will be 
requested to ante up a small 
donation (note: “no cheating” -  
monies cannot be a part of 
tithe or offering). Each entry 
will include a favorite PCH 
Ministry/Mission for the 
winner(s) money to go to.  
 

9:30am—10:30am: 
 Free Throw Shooting Contest  

(Best of 10 shots) 

All can participate using any 
shot technique or enjoy 
cheering/ “ragging” your 

favorites.  
 

We are asking for sign-up of 
your attendance to ensure we 
have enough food for all & 
limit waste. For more info, 
contact Scott (604-0338) or 
Dan (944-0565).  

 
 
 
 

 
In celebration of Mother’s 
Day, all ladies are invited to a 
special tea party on May 11, 
2013.  Mark your calendars to 
reserve this date whether you 
are a mother or not as we are 
formally inviting you to what is 
being deemed a “mother-
daughter-granddaughter -
friend tea”. Further details are 
forthcoming.  

 

The position for vice-
moderator remains empty.  Is 
God calling you to fill this 
position?  Learn what role we 
play as women in the church 
and Presbytery of Tampa 
Bay. Mentor is Helen Vogt; 
contact me if you desire more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s 
opportunity: (863)647-1321.  
 

Want to know more about 
Presbyterian Women (PW)? 
Check out the  website : 
www.pwtampabay.com. I will 
provide you with a quarterly 
newsletter and updates via 
email if requested.  Send your 
address to jartvogt@gmail 
and place “PW” in the subject 
line.  A copy will also be 
placed on the PCH bulletin 
board. 

 Thank you 

for the 

cancelled 

stamps and 

Campbell 

labels for 

the Duvall Home.  The 

basket remains in the 

narthex for continued 

donations.  Contact 

Jeanette Burt for more 

info.  
 

 Wednesday Night Ladies’ 

Small Group continues to 

study Joyce Meyer’s 

“Love Revolution” series. 

Join us where we are—

we will make copies of 

the materials for you! We 

meet in the PCH library 

at 6:30pm. Childcare is 

provided.  
 

 The Friday Morning 

Ladies’ Circle will meet 

on March 15th, 9:30am, 

at the home of Carol 

Greben. The lesson 

leader will be Gayle 

Brice. Visitors & 

newcomers welcome! 

Helen Vogt// 
PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 
jartvogt@gmail.com 

http://pwtampabay.com


Missions Update 

The PCH mission of the month for February is the 
Beth El Farm Worker Ministry… 

 
What is Beth-El? Beth-El is located in four farm 
worker communities: Wimauma, Immokalee, 
Arcadia, and Ft. Meade. In Wimauma alone, Beth-El 
supplies over 600 families with a grocery bag of food 
each week! In Immokalee, Beth-El will be serving 
over 800 warm meals every Friday evening. In 
Arcadia, in partnership with FPC-Arcadia, the group 
offers outreach on Thursdays & a worship service on 
Sunday afternoon.  Beth-El is now in partnership 
with FPC-Ft. Meade to offer outreach to the farm 
worker ministry on Friday afternoons. As you can 
see, the need is great to assist our brothers and 
sisters with both physical & spiritual hunger!  
 

S o ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  g e t  i n v o l v e d ?  
PARTICIPATE IN THE BATTLE OF THE FOOD! 
You can help make their meals nutritious and 
healthy by purchasing an extra bag of pinto beans or 
rice when you shop each week and dropping them 
off at church on Sunday. We are looking to find a 
winner between who can bring the most rice or 
beans. The decision is yours! All this month we will 
post the progress in the narthex. You can tag team 
with a friend or group to bring the most. Donations 
should be brought to the “mission of the month” bin 
located right outside of the narthex. The winner 
receives the satisfaction of helping other families in 
times of need and showing the love of God in a 
broken world!  
 

Bags (any size) of dry pinto beans or rice should be 
deposited in the collection box located in the narthex 
by Sunday, March 24th. We will then call the 
organization to collect and deliver our donated food.  
 
Questions? Contact Sarah Boyd: 904.860.5656 

Meet Our New Additions 
 

We welcome new members Dorothy Johnson 
(pictured above left) and Catharina DeGroot 
(pictured above right).  Dorothy transferred 
from Christ United Methodist Church and is 
largely interested in food service and 
cooking.  Catharina DeGroot joined by 
reaffirmation of faith and is interested in 
cooking meals, telephoning, computers and 
videography.  They joined us on February 
10

th
, at the Blended Service. 

T h e  A n n u a l 

Church Banquet 

will be held on 

Sunday, April 7th 

following a single 

worship service 

(this day only) at the   

1 0 : 3 0 a m t i m e 

slot.  Our church 

family will worship together during a singular service 

on this Sunday so we may all dine together 

after.  Tickets will be available from March 10-24 for 

$10.00 per adult & $5.00 for children ages two 

through twelve.  The menu will be ham, chicken, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, corn, salad bar, 

rolls, dessert, and beverage.  Please join us for 

worship, fellowship, and a fantastic meal as one big 

church family. Contact Diana Sprague for more 

information: (863)619-5485.  



 

 

 

 

The Vision Task Team continues to 

prayerfully assess PCH and God’s purpose 

for our collective Church Body.  A 

preliminary report was delivered to Session 

at the monthly meeting Monday, February 

18th.  Four key points have been revealed to 

the team:  

 

1. MISSION – Who were we, who are we, 

who do we want to be? 

2. BEING CHURCH – Specifically, PCH 

“This is a new moment in time to set an 

example for our congregation and 

community.” 

3. COMMUNICATIONS – This is a two- 

way street. Leaders need to communicate; 

congregation needs to participate. 

4. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE – 

Exercising authority, making decisions, 

setting priorities  

 

The full report is available through the 

Church office.  To assist the Vision team,  

focus groups will be organized during the 

Season of Lent to study and provide 

feedback concerning the report. 

Vision Team 
Your brothers and sisters in Christ are earnestly seeking 

God's purpose and the stirring of the Holy Spirit... and 

YOU are needed!  Please join us and commit to regular 

prayer to lift up the Vision task team and PCH for 

discernment as we seek God's purpose for us individually 

and collectively.  Team members are Pastor Shaun 

Hartsell, Rev. Dr. Nancy Kahain (Tampa Bay Presbytery) 

Donald Bennett, Holly Bishop, Dan Brenneman, Lynn 

Schindler, Ann Wortman, Deborah Haldane, and Eric 

Phillips.  If you have any input for the team and/or would 

like additional details, please see any team member at 

your convenience. 
 

**Special prayer meetings will be conducted during Lent 

each Sunday morning at 11:15 during the Contemporary 

Worship Service.  Prayers will be offered for PCH, the 

Vision Team, our Worship Services, and whatever else 

the Spirit inspires us to claim for God's  Glory.  Please 

see Eric Phillips (ericdmp@earthlink.net) if you are 

interested in attending. 

VISION TASK TEAM CONTINUED … 

SENIOR MINISTRY GAME NIGHT  
 

Have you ever walked into a room and forgot why you were 
there? What about experienced a lapse in...wait, what were 
we talking about?  If so, then PCH+ game night on Friday, 
March 8th, 7:00 pm, in the church sanctuary, is the place 
for you. The board game "Senior Moments" will be our fun for 
the night! Please bring your favorite Irish or green snack to 
share.  Childcare is provided.  May the Luck of the Irish be 
with you!   
 

Irish Eyes will be Smiling on our monthly luncheon at "Beef 
O'Brady's", 4810 Florida Ave. S., on Wed, March 20, 
1:00pm.  Sign up on the PCH+ clipboard no later than 
Sunday, March 17.  Come enjoy a belated St. Patrick's Day 
celebration with great food & company!   

Eric Phillips// 
Vision Team Chair 
ericdmp@earthlink.net 

Have you met Kayla Green?  
 

Kayla is our new MidHi intern and will be 

helping to lead the Epic ministry program! 

She is currently a sophomore at 

Southeastern University and studying mass 

communications. Originally from New 

York , Kayla grew up in the church. She 

says she has always been involved in outreach and since 

high school has worked with her church’s children's 

ministry. Kayla loves working with youth because she 

says she truly believes they are the future! Please welcome 

this energetic young woman to our church!  

mailto:ericdmp@earthlink.net


Student Ministry 

SPRING BREAK EVENTS 
 

SrHi &MidHi Ft. Myers Trip 
Sun, March 24-Tues 26th 

Leave at 1:00pm on Sunday, & 
head down to Chapel by the 

Sea Presbyterian Church 
where we will connect with 

other local youth groups, hang 
out on the beach, stay up late 
with games and activities and 
have dinner with our beloved 

Eric Wortman, who is at Florida 
Gulf Coast!  The cost is just 
$25.  Sign up by calling the 

church office (863-646-3121) or 
by  emailing Jeff.  

 

Elementary Dunedin Day Trip 
Wednesday, March 27th 

8:00am-4:00pm 
Get ready for a beach blast and 

a wild water park.  Students 
4yrs-5th grade are invited to 

come along with us for a day of 
fun.  We will be heading to the 
a beach in Dunedin to play in 
the water, build a sand castle 

and get a tan!  Lunch at 
McDonalds, where you need to 
bring your own money, followed 
by a  public splash water park 
in Dunedin that will be sure to 
blow you away!   Bring a friend 
along for this adventure, and be 

sure to sign up by calling the 
church office 863-646-3121 or 

by emailing Jeff. 
 

Student Movie Day 
Friday, March 29th 

11:00am Cobb Theater 
G.I. Joe-Retaliation (PG-13) 
If you are 13 years or older, 
you’re invited to hang out with 

us and see one of the most 
anticipated movies of 

Spring!  We will meet at the 
Cobb Theater, but we will 

purchase tickets ahead of time 
so PLEASE sign up by calling 
the office 863-646-3121 or by 

emailing Jeff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

M I D D L E 
S C H O O L 
STUDENTS...are 
you afraid of 
Ghosts?  Students 6th-8th 
grade, join us in March as  
we celebrate the original 
Ghostbuster, Jesus Christ! 
We will be busting myths 
regarding ghosts, demons, 
and paranormal activity. Find 
out if you 
are brave 
e n o u g h 
e v e r y 
Friday at 
Epic, from 
4 : 0 0 p m -
5:30pm. 

In the land of DreamWorks 
there is no person with a 
turnaround in character like 
Mega-Mind.  And isn’t it 
suitable that the person who 
wrote many books of the New 
Testament also had a 
turnaround story from Villain 
to Hero, as Saul changed to 
Paul?   Come along side of 
Mega-Mind as we explore 
P a u l ’ s  s t o r y 
together! Students K-5th 
grade join in at Pathfinders  
Wed nights, 6:30-8:00pm. 

College & Career 
are welcome to 
join us at Lake 
Miriam Starbucks 
on Wednesdays 
from 8:00 to 
9:00pm. If you 
invite a friend for 
the first time you both  
get a free drink! 
 
Students 9th-12th grade do 
you like to get gift cards? 
T h e n  L i f e l i n e  o n 
Wednesday nights is the 
place for you!  From 6:30-
8:00pm we play games 
where you can actually win 
various gift cards from 
around the Lakeland 
area...and, if you bring a 
friend for the first time, you 
both get to choose your own 
gift card for the night!  So 
the more friends you bring, 
the more you can rack up!   

Jeff Davis// 
C.E.Director 
cedirector@pchighlands.com 



Preschool Update 

 
 
 
 
 

Our annual book fair will be kicked off at the 
Spring Festival on March 13

th
 from 5:30-7:30. 

The fair will be set up on the breezeway in the 
afternoon on March 14

th
 and 15

th
, and 

between services on Sunday, March 17
th

.  
There will be books for all ages including  
faith-based and Spanish titles. We could use 
some help with the check-out table during any 
of the times listed above.  
 

Please call or e-mail Julie if you can help: 
646-9333 or preschool@pchighlands.com 
Last year we raised over $2000.00 in credit 
for books for our preschool and would like to 
do the same again this year!!! 

 

This is a great opportunity to purchase 

Spanish books to donate to the PCH 

mission team traveling to the Dominican 

Republic this summer.   

Let’s come together to make this year’s 
Spring Festival better than ever! 

 
 
 

Picnic Dinners, Live Band, Bounce 
House, Games, Book Fair, & more 

March 13  5:30-7:30 

All PCH groups are invited to participate by 
sponsoring an activity. A sign-up sheet for 

volunteers will be located on the PCH info board 
in the church and on the bulletin board on the 

breezeway.  You can talk to Julie (646-9333) or 
Jeff Davis (646-3121) for more info. 

Have you met Ashley Rodriguez?  
She is our new college intern and will be 

leading XA! A junior transfer this year from 

Lubbock, TX, Ashley attends Southeastern 

University and is pursuing a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Psychology. After graduation, she 

hopes to attend a physical therapy school to 

earn her Ph.D. Since Ashley was a little girl, 

she says she always knew in her heart that God 

called her for missionary work and to help 

serve others. As a youth leader back at her home church, she was 

involved with every activity for both the youth and women’s  

events. Ashley helped lead a group of 70 youth to the annual 

Desperation Conference in Colorado and also assisted in hosting 

several women’s events such as ZUMBA night, free-to-be worship 

night, and cookies and milk children’s day. She was also very 

involved with the not for profit organization, Her Legacy,   (based 

in Lubbock) primarily their One for One campaign that raised 

money for an orphanage in Mexico that she visits one to two times 

annually. After visiting Southeastern last spring, Ashley knew God 

was calling her to Lakeland. Now that she is here, her heart is open 

and ready for whatever God may have in store for her! One of the 

clubs that Ashley is involved with on campus at SEU is called 

Hunger & Thirst. This team of students gets together once a week to 

pray, worship, and come up with new inspiring ideas for the next 

big events on campus. She is also passionate for community 

involvement, specifically the Susan G. Komen foundation and Race 

for the Cure.  Ashley feels she has been blessed with so many 

wonderful experiences and opportunities thus far 

and wants to continue to allow God to lead her 

and be in control of her life. She just knows she 

wants to continue to reach out to people, get 

involved, and help share Gods love for them. 

Please welcome this dynamic young woman to 

Our PCH student ministry team!   

Julie Laursen// 
Preschool Director 
preschool@pchighlands.com 

Moms that would 

like to spend time 

with others with    

children around the 

same age and              

discuss shared issues 

& concerns should 

join this friendly 

group! New moms 

are always welcome! 

Please note: the 

MOMS group will 

not be meeting on 

Wed, March 27th 

due to Spring Break. 

mailto:preschool@pchighlands.com
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M A RC H  &  

A P R I L  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
5th 

Gene Green  
7th 

Gayle Brice, Grace Chartier,                           
& Harry Wolfersberger 

8th 
Donald Bennett 

9th 
Tina Mosley 

10th 
Pete Carter 

11th 
Ed Long 

15th 
Christian Faux & Kaye Pagliasotti 

16th 
Don Smith 

18th  
Adelaide LeBlanc &                                    
Linda McDonough 

19th   
Jill Wolfersberger 

21st  
John Mathison 

25th 
Tyler Baugher 

28th   
Sarah Boyd 

29th    
James Kessler 

31st    
Jutta Arrington 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 
19th  

Jeff & Dixie Davis, 8 years 

 

21st  
Shannon & Stacy Thornton, 3 years  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1st 
Mary West  

 & Donny Wright 

 

2nd 
Thomas Lindemann 

 

6th 
Cheri Maxwell 

 

11th 
Paula Armstrong 

 

13th 
Eric Chatman 

 

15th 
Lorraine Barringer 

 

16th 
Kathy Harrison 

 

19th 
Brandon Clark 

 

23rd 
Travis Rentz 

 

27th  
Larry Becker  

 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

6th  
Tom & Betsy Martin, 45 years 

 

22nd 
Jeff & Diana Sprague, 41 years 

 


