
 

 
OUR PURPOSE 

Our purpose is to bring people into the fellowship of God’s family,  
help them to grow spiritually mature, prepare them for service,  

and equip them to share their faith, So that God is glorified through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 



   

WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES AT 9:00 A.M. 

                                  BLENDED SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.         
                  THE SERVICE IS FOLLOWED WITH AN OPPORTUNTIY FOR FELLOWSHIP 

           A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

   

  Did you know that every year Fat Tuesday comes to an abrupt end at midnight? New 
  Orleans police shuts down the Mardi Gras festivities promptly at 12am in reverence 
  for Ash Wednesday. The stroke of midnight is the moment Bourbon Street revelers    

 must give it up. We always think of "giving up" something for Lent. Some people give  
 up meat. Others give up sweets, or alcohol, or television. If you want to face a real   
 Lenten challenge, try giving up your cell phone for forty days! Some traditions               

observe Shrove Tuesday (or Mardi Gras) the day before Ash Wednesday. As the journey to the cross 
unfolds over the next forty days, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a season of penitence and 
confession. The reference to ashes comes from the ceremony of placing ashes on the forehead in the 
shape of the cross as a sign of penitence. This custom was introduced by Pope Gregory I, who was 
Bishop of Rome from to 590 A.D. to 604 A.D. It was enacted as a universal practice in all of            
Western Christendom by the Synod of Benevento in 1091.  Join us in this ancient practice on 
Wednesday, March 9th, 7:00 p.m.   

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
Pastor 

 

Shaun 

     ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE   MARCH 9TH 

 

Ash Wednesday is March 9, 2011.  Please join us for soup and salad dinner at 
6:00 p.m. followed by Ash Wednesday Service at 7PM. Ashes and oil will be   
distributed during the service. A special thank you to Kathy Harrison, the          
Worship Arts Committee, and all those who have graciously agreed to provide 
for the meal. 



    
        Tony Mercer  
        Director of Worship Music   

Lynn Schindler 
 Worship Arts Elder 

Tina Mosley 
Worship Arts Elder 

 
 

 

MEANINGFUL WORSHIP 

     
           Worship means many things to different people. Some people view worship as              

   a  time when people connect to God while singing  a meaningful text out of 
   the hymnal. Others view it as an emotional experience during loud, rock-like 
   music. Still others view worship as a connection to God that should take place 
in the absence of any music at all. The truth is that any time anyone gives "worth-ship" to God, they 
are  worshipping God. This can happen anytime, anywhere, with or without music. The important 
thing to realize is that God is in everything if you open your heart to it.  What limits one's ability to        
worship is not musical style, volume, or the font size on the projection screen. What limits worship is 
being focused on things other than giving praise to God in whatever medium is available in that         
moment. When someone says he is unable to worship God during a service, because                          
[insert complaint here], what that says to me is that because his personal preferences and                       
expectations weren't met, he forgot to give God his absolute attention. My hope is that all believers 
will grow to step outside of themselves, find significance in at least one part of the service, and leave 
knowing they connected with God at some point during the service. Some people have expressed 
that they do not like the choir being in only one row. We tried having two rows with the current set 
up, and not only would Trisha have to sit on the pulpit to conduct, but it created an unsafe situation 
for people sitting in the front row who nearly fell due to the height difference of the risers. A                  
solution is in the works in which the riser will be moved to the top level and the second level will be 
built forward allowing for a safe, two-row arrangement that will look and sound better.  

    
   NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP ARTS COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

The new sound board for all our audio equipment in the sanctuary was installed the third week in 
February.  Music personnel and volunteers have been trained on this state-of-art equipment which 
will improve the quality of sound and music each week. A brass flower vase was recently                  
purchased through the Edna Harville Memorial Fund.  It matches our  existing vase so when two 
flower arrangements are placed in the sanctuary they will compliment each other.  We thank 
Edna's friends and family, as well as Edna's daughter, Cheryl Best, for designating the use of these 
funds. Easter lilies will again adorn our sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 24th.  Beginning in mid
-March an order form will be included in the bulletin each Sunday so that you may purchase a lily 
for $11 in honor or memory of a loved one.     
       Tina Mosley and Lynn Schindler 



                               PCH MISSION OF THE MONTH                                                                                                                                                                    

    Anchor House                             
  

 
 

This local Christian home for boys is located between Lakeland and Winter Haven, and PCH has 
supported this mission home for years.  This home is always in need of your prayers, plus food 
items such as ketchup, mustard, spaghetti sauce and paper products.  There will be a collection on 
an upcoming Sunday, which is yet to be determined,  where a van will be parked in the front of the 
Sanctuary.  In the meanwhile you may place any donations in the box marked “Anchor House”, 
currently located in the Narthex of the Church.  

                                                                                                        

   LITURGICAL COLORS AND GARMENTS  

 

 

Have you noticed what the pastor is wearing? The Geneva gown is a black robe, once commonly 
worn in public by those with academic credentials. The Geneva gown symbolizes scholarly training 
and learned preaching, a historical value and strength of the Reformed tradition. The addition of 

three bars called chevrons to the sleeve signifies the doctoral                  
degree.  The pastor has been wearing different colored stoles.  Liturgi-
cal colors can orient us to the season of the church year and help to 
engage the sense of sight in worship. White symbolizes days and            
seasons of joy and marks pivotal events in the life of Christ. Red     
symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit and the sacrifices of martyrs. 
Purple designates a season of penitence and preparation, such as             
Advent or Lent. This was not always the case. For the first thousand 
years of the church’s history, little thought was given to liturgical 
color. White vestments were most common, with more elaborate   
garments and paraments (of whatever color) reserved for important 
festivals. The 12th through 16th centuries 
brought localized experiments with liturgical 

color, but no standard practices prevailed until 1570, when the Roman Catholic 
Church established a normative sequence of colors to accompany the church 
calendar. Calvinists in the sixteenth century eschewed these rubrics, however, 
preferring black vestments. The past two centuries have seen a resurgence in the 
use of liturgical colors, propelled by a new appreciation for the aesthetic                 
dimensions of worship, as well as the marketing efforts of church  supply stores.   



 
 
    Andrea Medred is a freshmen vocal performance major at                  
Southeastern University, and she comes from Sarasota, Fl. She started singing at age 5 
at a church hurricane shelter night. Andrea attended her church's Christian school 
through the 8th grade and went to a visual performing arts school for high school.  
 

Ashley Lee is a student at Southeastern University where she is majoring in Vocal             
Performance and minoring in Musical Theatre. A native of Lakeland, she spends much                                                                                     
of her time participating in various community theatre productions and SEU                   
productions. When she's not singing, Ashley can usually be found playing the flute or 

reading a good book! Upon graduating, she hopes to pursue her dreams of performing on                
Broadway. She is very excited to be here and is enjoying every minute with the PCH choir! 

 

   WELCOME NEW SECRETARY  
   

       As we said goodbye to our beloved Secretary in February, we welcome the new                  
  secretary Amanda Faircloth.  Amanda has extensive experience in the clerical                  
  industry. She is married to Eric and is the proud momma of a beautiful 8 month    
  old girl named Emma Rose. Amanda’s hours in the office are 10am-3pm on                 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  She will work from 10am-6pm on 
Wednesdays.   

NEW DIRECTOR OF ADULT MINISTRIES 
  

 In order to better serve the congregation and our anticipated growth in 2011 
 and beyond, Session has unanimously approved this new position. The               
 Director of Adult Ministries (DOAM) will focus on ministries for adults 
 through senior families including adult singles and widows/widowers.  This 

will alleviate the growing responsibilities of Jeff Davis, our Director of            
Christian Education (DOCE).  Starting March 1, Jeff will limit his focus on 
ministries for cradle to college.  Jeff will continue to build the strong college, 
youth, and children’s ministry foundation and implement new                          

programs.  Dan Brenneman has volunteered to fill the new position as Director of Adult Ministry 
initially as unpaid staff.  Dan will be focusing on the existing adult ministries (Men, Women,            
Couples Small Groups, PCH Plus, Adult Sunday School, etc).  He will also be exploring and imple-
menting new adult ministries for singles, school age parents, seniors and current social issue pro-
grams to meet the growing needs of our congregation and the south Lakeland community.  We need 
and want to hear from you, so please contact Jeff, Dan or the Spiritual Growth Elders to provide 
your input and interest in various ministries.  God is moving at PCH! 

  MUSICAL SPOTLIGHT 

Amanda Faircloth 
Executive Secretary 

Dan Brenneman  
Director of Adult Ministries 
 



 WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Women’s Circle Groups meet from September through May 

 

 
MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Church library. They invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. For more information,  
contact Jill Wolfersberger at 644-1768. 
 

FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Church library or in the home of the hostess.                
 

The HOLY ROLLERS  meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
library.  These ladies wash, cut into strips and roll pre-used bed sheets, that are then packed and 
sent to hospitals overseas to be used as bandages. 

      MEN’S MINISTRY   

 

The Men’s group meets each Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to7:30 p.m. in the Choir room.  
All men of the church are invited to join in this fellowship. 

 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 

Blessed Bees Retreat will be held from May 2-4, 2011 at Day Spring Conference Center, Parrish, 
Florida.  This annual spring women's retreat is sponsored by Tampa Bay and Peace River                   
Presbyteries.  There will be two workshops, Bible study, fellowship and fun.  Please check the               
bulletin board for details and a registration form with prices or see Diana Sprague.  Two types of 
housing are available,  or you may attend worship only.  Deadline to register is April10, 2011. 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP 

 

This group meets  in the Church library from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.  The current topic is "The Bride of 
Christ"  All welcome.  Contact Helen Vogt  for information.  

PCH WEBSITE 

  Check it out! 
 

Did you know if you miss a Sunday service you can listen to our Sunday sermons on 
the PCH   website? While you are there you can also find out what is going on at the 
Church by visiting our current updated calendar. When you have a moment to 
browse the website, check it out at  www.pchighlands.com when you have a moment 
to browse the site.  We look forward to hearing your ideas and feedback to make our 
website even better.  We'll see you online! 

http://www.pchighlands.com


           PCH “Plus” Senior Ministry 
Mission Statement: PCH+ is a non-fundraising group within Presbyterian Church 

in the Highlands  with an emphasis on senior ministry. Our purpose is to provide  

         Christian fellowship, entertainment, travel, study and prayer. 

 
PCH+ MONTHLY LUNCHEON  
The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, March16th , at 1:00 p.m. at Olive Garden Italian             
Restaurant, 3911 US Highway 98N in Lakeland. The restaurant phone number is 863-701-7230.   

                         

  PCH ANNUAL YARD SALE, SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

Calling All Yard Birds!!!!!! 

 

This is our largest fund-raiser of the year and actually furnishes all of the kitchen 
needs.  Last year we raised over $2400.00. We do not only  need your items, but we also need 

your help!   Please sign up on the bulletin board to volunteer to assist with this event.  It takes an en-
tire week to prepare for this large church event.  We DO NOT have storage space at the church.  
Please start collecting your donations, and we will be more than happy to schedule a pick-up during 
this upcoming week. Thanks for all your donations and time!  If you have any questions, please call 
Diana Long @863-644-5568 

PCH + GAME NIGHT    Friday, March 11th, at 7:00 p.m.  The game will be “PICTIONARY.”   
Bring a friend and snack to share! 

  
ANNUAL CHURCH BANQUET  

 

Sunday, March 27th at 11:45 a..m., following the morning service. This will be a catered 
lunch which includes, chicken, ham, mashed potatoes, corn, green beans, salad bar, pie, 
rolls and beverage.  You may purchase tickets before and after worship, in the Narthex, 
beginning on Sunday, March 6th, until Sunday, March 20th. Adult tickets are $10.00                               
per adult, and children ages 2 to 10 are $5.00 per child. We hope you will plan to attend! 

    WEDDING SHOWER 
The PCH Family is invited to attend a wedding shower for Trisha Martineau and Daniel Racuperao 
on Saturday, April 16th at 2:00 p.m.in the Church Sanctuary. Trisha and David have registered at 
Target and Bed, Bath and Beyond. Please RSVP to Diana Sprague by calling 619-5485 or email Julie 
Laursen at preschool@pchighlands.com by Sunday, April 10th. Daniel and Trisha will be getting 
married on Friday, July 1, 2011 with their wedding in New Hampshire.  



 Jeff Davis  
Director of C.E.   

                       

Billy Madden, C. E. Intern 
Pathfinders Moderator 

 
 

 
  

   CATALYST COLLEGE MINISTRY 
 

   Hello PCH Family! Time flies when you’re busy!  The ministry is continuing to grow; 
Thursday evening prayer and small groups at the Southeastern University Starbucks 
have been actively pursuing God on behalf of the College students in Lakeland. We 
are seeing God answer prayers, friends! CATALYST and IGNITE on Wednesday 

nights at 7:30pm have been a great blessing to all involved! God has been healing old wounds 
through worship, prayer, and the preaching of The Word. We are using small group time with 
CATALYST (following the worship and message) to further study the Bible, ask questions,               
encourage one another, and pray for our church family. As summer quickly approaches, the               
college students are in need of prayer more than ever for finances and future planning. Thanks be 
to God for you and all the support we have received from our family here at PCH.  

Luke Thompson,   
College Intern 

   PATHFINDERS CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

Pathfinders invites all K-5th grade students to hang out with friends every  
Wednesday in the children’s room from 6:30-7:30pm. 

 

 

             KING OF KINGS CHESS CLUB 

The chess club meets every Friday from 3:30p.m.-4:30p.m. for junior high students and 
4:30p.m.-5:30p.m. for high school students. The chess club will be studying tactics 
such as discovered checks and pins. 

               Lifeline Spring Break 

Lifeline Youth Ministry proudly brings to you a chance to Go Green on St. Patrick’s Day! 
We would like to have a Rent-A-Kid on Thursday, March 18th, St. Patrick’s Day.   We will have sign 
ups starting March 6th in the bulletins.  If you have spring cleaning to do, or you want to go Green 
with some yard work, we are here to help.  

LIFELINE invites all 6th-12th grade student to join us every Wednesday in the 
youth room from 6:30-7:30p.m. 

THE TABLE 
The table is a board game ministry that is geared toward college students. The Table meets every 
Friday from 6:00 p.m. till 10.00 p.m. in the Pathfinders room. 



 
 

 
  

Julie Laursen  
Preschool Director New 

Children’s Choir 
Preschool – Elementary 

Starting March 10 
Practice on Thursdays from 4:30-5:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

The Choir will sing at the Palm Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 AM 
Call Julie at 646-9333 for more information 

 

Spring Festival 
Friday, April 8  
4:00-7:00 PM 

Come celebrate the week of the young child with the preschool, the church and 
the community. Activities include: 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Simply Fun Games 

Games 
Easter Eggs and Bunny 

Hot Dogs by Lifeline Youth Grill 
Monster Truck 

Much, much more 
Many opportunities for volunteers, please see Julie or Jeff if you can help! 

    
                   MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)  
MOPS meets every Tuesday morning from 9 am - 11am in the Lifeline Room         
located in the preschool building.  This is a change from the previous location.   

Moppets care is provided free for infant through 5 years.  Our goal is to see that "No mom is alone."  
Remember : WE ARE UNIQUELY AND WONDERFULLY MADE AND PERFECTLY 
MATCHED TO THE CHILD GOD HAS GIVEN US. February activities included, pretzel 
wreaths, fruit pizza  and SIMPLY FUN game event.  MOPS  is open to ALL moms of preschool age 
children-- so check us out.  If you have any questions,  feel free to contact Helen Vogt at  647-1321 



 

 

                       
                          

     

 . 
 
 

       PLEASE TAKE NOTE: CHANGES IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT 
 

We have recently installed 5 additional handicap parking spaces on the east side of the church at the 
sidewalk portion.  If you use the handicap parking, please, please, pull your car up to the concrete 
bumpers. This will allow our members who park under the trees to walk behind your car, out of the 
traffic area to enter the Sanctuary. Please make sure you pull your front tires to stop at the concrete 
bumpers. 

MAINTENANCE NEWS 
 

 The Church steeple has been cleaned.  The doors and windows 
 have been painted.  The entry area and door to the preschool 
 have been painted.  Upcoming... We are currently taking bids  
    for a permanent fix for the A/C problem in the Pod, as well as    

   the steeple lights.  FYI...The fire extinguishers have all  been serviced and                 
   updated.  Look around for the red and white sticker ( fire extinguisher inside.)    
   Be aware of their locations; just in case!  Any questions, any comments...email  

                                  me at pch.maintenance@gmail.com.  

                        VBS SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, June 26th through Thursday, June 30th
 

 

Save the date for this summer’s Vacation Bible School! Our theme 
this year is Kung Fu Panda. Ephesians 6:11-13. Dinner is before 
hand at 5:00pm.  VBS will run 6:00-8:30pm. Start spreading the 
News...its going to be pandamonium!  
 

 

Shannon Thornton 
Facilities Coordinator  

WHY A SHAMROCK?? 

 

In the 5th century St. Patrick came to convert the Irish to Christianity . In mind of this St. Patrick 
used the Shamrock to explain the concept of the holy trinity - that God was composed of three              
entities - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - yet each entity was part of the other just like                 
the shamrock has three leaves but a single stem! As St. Patrick continued to use the Shamrock in his    con-
version of the Irish it grew, through story telling, to be seen as a holy plant, just as he was seen as a 
holy man. It is for this reason that the Shamrock is worn on the St. Patrick's day and all other special 
occasions to celebrate his work and to bring 'a bit o'luck' to the Irish and all their  
children wherever they may be. 
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 STOP AND SMELL THE ROSES 

 

Our rose garden is blooming and very much to the hard work of Steve Hensley and 
Graham Arrington, two of the many “gardening Angels” we have here at PCH. 
Please feel free to enjoy the garden and take a rose or two or three when visiting a 
friend, someone in the hospital or unable to get out an about, or for your own 
pleasure, you know you need to treat yourself once in a while…. So did you know 

there is a right way and wrong way to cut roses from a bush? Well, explained by Steve, there is a 
right way and here it is: always clip at a slant, and always clip above where the five-leaflet leaves           
occur.  This is important because clipping the rose above the leaflet of three leaves will prevent the 
growth of a new bud.  Remember the rule “5 keeps it alive” and “ always stop to smell the roses.”  

 

 

     VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Volunteers are needed to assist us in the Church Office! We are looking for some volunteers who 
would be able to work a four hour shift one day a week.  You would be required to answer the             
telephone as well as greet and assist anyone visiting the office. If you feel called to minister to PCH 
with your time, please sign-up to be an “Office Angel!”  Other volunteer opportunities are available 
with our children & youth ministries, and audio & visual volunteers are also needed to assist during 
worship services. 

Current Office Volunteers:  
 

 
 
 

 
 

  No experience necessary—we will train you on everything you need to do! 

COMING SOON PCH PHOTO DIRECTORY 

   Say Cheese! 

 

We will be putting together a Church photo directory with no expense to you.  
Teddy Bear studios will be coming in May to take our members’ family portraits. 
This will be a great opportunity to update our directory and another way to help 
our members to get to know one another.  There will be an opportunity for you 
to purchase your portraits, but this is not mandatory. However, if you do, a 
small percentage of the total package cost will go the Precious Children               
Preschool.  More information to follow.   

Carol Tangarone 

 

Virginia Pembleton 

 

Thomas Lindemann 

 



        
                                
 

 
Sunday School Classes 9-10am:  2 Adult Classes, Youth, Children,  and Preschool 
 

Sunday Blended Worship 10:30am 
 

NEW! 1st Sunday of the Month High School “3D” Discipleship 6-8pm starting Feb. 13th 
 

1st Monday of the Month Presbyterian Women Circle 7-9pm 
 

3rd Wednesday of the Month PCH+ Senior Ministry Luncheon 
 

Wednesdays 6:30pm Small Groups for Men, Women, Couples, Youth, & Children 
 

Wednesdays IGNITE Contemporary Service 7:30pm 
 

Wednesdays CATALYST College Ministry 8:30pm 
 

Thursday,  6pm Praise Team Rehearsal; 6:30pm Choir Practice; 7:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal 
 

3rd Friday of the Month Presbyterian Women Circle 9:30am 
 

2nd Friday of the Month PCH+ Senior Ministry Game Night 
 

NEW!  Fridays MidHi & Elementary Chess Club 3:30pm-4:30pm  

NEW! Fridays College & High School Board Game Ministry “TABLE” 6pm-10pm  
   

        You do not have to be a member to attend. 

PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

Get connected, go deeper, and have some fun! 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY 


