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A Word from 
Pastor Shaun 
 

June designates the two 

year mark that I’ve been 

with you as Pastor.  It 

also ends the process of Designated 

Pastor and opens up the opportunity for   

me to  be your regular pastor.  What’s 

the difference?  Churches get the choice 

of having a Designated Pastor or               

Interim Pastor.  Both are short-term 

contracts that allow a church to                    

transition from one leader to another 

with a “cushion”.  I am your                        

cushion.  The difference between the 

two is that a church may not keep an 

interim…no way, no how.   A                       

Designated Pastor is an interim Pastor 

with the option to keep.  Much like       

renting with the option to buy.  You 

have been renting me for two years and 

now have the option to purchase.  The 

Session and Committee on Ministry 

from the Tampa Bay Presbytery have 

met and decided to keep me here at 

PCH.  But the congregation gets to vote 

and that vote is coming soon...at the 

next congregational meeting; stay tuned 

on when that will be. 

Please join me in welcoming our 

newest members: Matt McCloskey 

(left) & Lindy Mercer (right).  

Matt and Lindy joined our church 

family on Pentecost Sunday (even 

though we already considered them 

both family!). Matt is our drummer 

on Sunday mornings. He is also, in-

terestingly enough, a night auditor. 

Besides having an extreme vertical 

jump, Matt likes to moonlight in a 

band when he’s not crunching them 

numbers! Lindy is the father of our 

Director of Music and commutes 

from Dade City. When you see Matt 

and Lindy, please make sure you give 

them a warm welcome.  
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PRESBYTERIAN  
WOMEN 

Presbyterian Women offers women in the church meaningful ways to 

live out our faith in an inclusive, caring community. In that commu-

nity, we can  be nurtured as we share with and pray for one another. 

We can be strengthened and supported in our needs, concerns, joys 

and sorrows. We can develop lasting and enriching friendships. We 

find opportunities to reach out to others through the various mission 

ministries such as Holy Rollers and the Heifer Project. At the recent 

Spring Brunch, Samantha Gruber from the Duvall Presbyterian Home 

shared about the significant impact that can be made in the lives of 

the developmentally disabled residents there,  through the simple act 

of bringing  in your cancelled stamps and Campbells soup labels.  

In addition to outreach opportunities, PW can enrich the knowledge 

women have about the Bible. Here at PCH, we nurture our faith 

through Sunday School and the Young Adult group and women spe-

cific groups that include the Monday night Circle, Friday morning 

Circle, Wednesday Night Bible Study, and the Working Women’s 

Group. The meeting dates and times for these groups are published in 

the weekly worship bulletins. PW also publishes their own magazine, 

Horizons, which includes a Bible study along with current issues 

dealing with family life, social justice issues and day-to-day concerns 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT PW 
 THERE IS SO MUCH GOING ON IN THE CHURCH (PCUSA) AND SO MUCH TO SHARE 

ABOUT PW SO THAT ALL WOMEN CAN GET CONNECTED & GROW TOGETHER 

PCH JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH—DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TRIP 

The June Mission of the Month is supplies for the PCH Mission Team to take to the Chadasha Orphanage 

and Preschool in the Dominican Republic. The following suggested items would be helpful. 

Please note, no liquids can be accepted.  

 

School Supplies: Pens, pencils, markers, crayons, glue sticks, pencil sharpeners, erasers, notebook paper 

 

Hygiene Items: Combs, brushes, bar soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 

First Aid Supplies: Band-Aids, lip balm, gauze squares, tape, antibiotic ointment, pain reliever 

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator 

of the church. PW at PCH has three Saturday brunch/meetings a year: 

January, May and September. We provide brunch, an informative speaker, 

and a short (I promise!) business meeting that includes a mission update. 

Childcare is provided for these events.   

As you can see, PW is here as a community for fellowship and spiritual 

growth for the women of PCH. I once heard the moderator of the Tampa 

Bay Presbytery’s Presbyterian Women’s group say, “If your group is  

doing everything the way you always did it, you are dying. Open the             

dialogue with your active women, and more importantly with your                

inactive women to seek new directions for mission and fellowship.”                   

Taking that to heart and knowing that I would become moderator in Janu-

ary 2012, I started to attend the TBP PW sponsored helpshops, gatherings, 

and most recently, the retreat at CedarKirk. The connecting, fellowship, 

Bible studies, event ideas, and mission opportunities rejuvenated in me an 

excitement to come home to PCH and share. The church wide gathering 

takes place at Gaylord Palms in Orlando this year. The dates are July 18—

22, and I’ll be attending on Friday. Information booklets are available in 

the Narthex or you can talk to Diana Sprague. It’s okay to try new things! 

Also, PCH’s third annual Women’s Retreat is in the planning 

stages...active women, inactive women, help us. We want you to connect! 

From the experiences mentioned and the women I have personally met 

and through the mentoring I have experienced, I leave each of you with 

the request to prayerfully consider who we are? Who do we chose to be? 

Who do we need to be in the future to be relevant? God  has given us each 

unique gifts to share. What will your answer be?  I know one thing: We 

need each other and with faith God will lead us.  
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The PCH Mission Team is completing 

last minute preparations for their trip to 

the Dominican Republic this summer. 

They will be packing their bags with lots 

of goodies to take with them to give the 

people in the DR. They are ready to 

serve and will be commissioned at our 

Sunday service on June 10th. God has 

blessed this team with fundraising ef-

forts for the trip. Funds were raised from 

the Fall Festival, Spring Festival, Rent-a

-Missionary, a BBQ take-out dinner, and 

spreading mulch for the preschool. If 

you feel called, there are ways that you 

are still able to be a part of this mission 

through contributions, service, and 

prayer. You can still give to Chadasha 

Foundation by providing some of the 

items listed in the bottom left corner of 

the opposite page, or you can go to 

www.chadasha.org for more informa-

tion. Most importantly, please pray that 

God will work through us to touch the 

lives of the people in Jimani and for safe 

travel. If you are an early morning per-

son, you can volunteer to drive some 

team members to the airport at 4:00am 

on June 30th. If you are not such an 

early morning person, you can volunteer 

to pick the team up on Sunday, July 8th, 

around 1:00pm. Please talk to Ann 

Wortman or Julie Laursen if you are 

willing to drive to Tampa International 

Airport on this important mission.  

SENIOR MINISTRY 

Our Senior Ministry group, will continue to meet throughout the summer 

for various events:  

  No game night in June or July (resume in August) 

  Bingo & Hawaiian Luau on Sunday, June 10th at 6:00pm  

  Regularly scheduled monthly luncheon in June, at Applebees, on     

    the 20th.  

 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

Men — now ended for summer break, will resume in the fall 

Women — now ended for summer break, will resume in the fall 

Working Women — now ended for summer break, will resume in the fall 

Young Adult — now ended for summer break, will resume in the fall 

Women’s Circles — now ended for summer break, will resume in the fall 

 

MOMS 

The final Mothers Offering Mutual Support meeting, prior to suspending 

for summer break, will be Wednesday, June 6th.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Student Sunday School — Last day before summer break is June 3rd 

Growing Word — Last day before summer break is June 17th  

Present Word — Will continue to meet throughout the summer  

 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Pathfinders — Effective Wednesday, June 13th, the Children’s                  

Ministry will have a new meeting time, from 5:00pm—6:30pm 

 

Epic — The Middle School Ministry will no longer be meeting on                    

Friday afternoons and will instead be combining with the high school 

ministry to meet on Wednesdays, starting at 6:30pm.  

 

Lifeline — Effective Wednesday, June 13th, the SrHi Ministry will 

combine with the MidHi Ministry to meet from 6:30pm - 8:00pm each 

week.  

DOMINICAN  

REPUBLIC 

Lori will be caring for our youngest church                   
members and guests in the PCH nursery on Sunday 
mornings and during special events. Lori has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Southeastern University and 
experience in teaching and caring for children. She has worked in                   
various recreational programs and educational environments, including 
PCH Preschool, where she worked in the infant room. Currently, Lori is 
teaching children with special needs at the Monarch School. She shows 
a passion for children and is excited about serving God and PCH in this 
very important ministry!  
 
While Sarah Boyd will no longer be in the church nursery on Sunday 
mornings, she will still be a part of our family! Sarah is excited to now 
have full-time hours with the preschool. She also plans to worship with 
us on Sundays and continue to be involved in the ministries at PCH.  

 

GROWING OUR FAMILY,                                     
welcome to Lori Karnes!  
 

Mission Team 

update 
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Men’s  

Ministry 

 

All men (18 and up) are invited to join 
us Wednesday evenings, beginning June 
13th, to stretch their legs and flex their 
muscles from 6 till 8 PM for Bocce 
(Italian Lawn/Street Bowling). It will 
take someone with steel nerves, ice wa-
ter in their veins, and plain old moxie to 
take down Walt “Bad Boy” Bielanski 
this year. Do you have what it takes? If 
you have ever wanted to bowl with a 
soft ball sized 1-pound ball and your 
summer cravings include a substantial 
diet of carbohydrates, you may                 
already be a serious contender for this 
year’s Bocce Bragg’n rights (in other 
words, no experience required as plenty 
of instruction is provided from those 
who can’t play).  
 
To participate in the festivities, you will 
need to sign up by Monday of each 
week, to ensure we have enough food 
for all attending. A gift offering will be 
requested to cover the cost of food; 
menu this year will consist of pizza, 
sandwiches, chicken wings, etc. At the 
end of the season, a special banquet with 
the appropriate spread will be enjoyed 
by all who are able to stare down the 
“Bad Boy” on the block and survive to 
bocce another day. Please note that 
Bocce will not occur on Wednesday, 
July 4th. Attend once or every 
week...whatever you have the nerve to 
stomach...we’ll see you there!  
 

Get your grass skirts ready 

because it is time for a 

Hawaiian Luau! While 

there will be no game night 

on Friday June 8th, there 

will be a church-wide 

BINGO & HAWAIIAN 

LUAU on Sunday, June 

10th!  This is a church 

event for all ages and 

childcare will be provided. 

A pot luck dinner will be 

enjoyed so please bring a 

Hawaiian dish to share, 

along with  a wrapped 

white elephant gift for 

bingo prizes.  Feel free to 

dress in your favorite                 

Hawaiian attire. Aloha!  

 

 

Please remember, there will also be no game night on Friday, July 

13th. The PCH+ Game Nights will resume on Friday,  August 10th.  

 

 

The monthly Senior Ministry Luncheon 

is Wednesday, June 20th, at 1:00pm at 

Applebees (4835 S. Florida Ave. in Lake-

land). Join us to see what all the buzz is 

about! Advanced sign-up I s requested so 

we may inform the restaurant for seating 

preparation. Please sign up on the                  

clipboard no later than  Sunday, June 

17th. If you need transportation  assis-

tance, please contact Diana Sprague: 

dianasprague84@yahoo.com or call the church.  

 

BOCCE MOXIE 

New this year! Adults or (animals with excellent hand-eye coordination) 
are invited to join this fun competitive group. Break a sweat and laugh at 
yourself as we attempt to bump, set, and spike the ball in fun each 
Wednesday evening, from 6:00pm - 8:00pm. Men & Women, who            
prefer a little more movement than what bocce provides, are welcome to 
defeat carpel tunnel syndrome with this new summer fellowship.  After-
wards, stay for some extra vitamins in A, D, XY, and B1. Bring a dish to 
share based on the themed meal for the evening. We will set our first 
game for June 13th. The meal  for 
the evening will be a taco bar so eve-
ryone please bring a taco                 
topping (meat & shells will be     
provided): lettuce, chopped toma-
toes, jalapenos, olives, onions, gua-
camole, salsa, shredded cheese, sour 
cream...etc! Open to ages 18 & up! 
Questions? Contact Dixie Davis or 
the Adult Ministries Team                    
adultministries@pchighlands.com. 

 

Come DIG this new group!  

Volleyball 

Ministry 

 



We have also made our outdoor space more attractive 

by having a mural painted on the air-conditioner enclo-

sure wall, facing the playground. Two University of 

Michigan students spent the first few weeks of their sum-

mer break painting these beautiful sunflowers for the 

children to enjoy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our Mission Team, along with some youth, are planning 

to help spread a fresh load of mulch on the playground at 

6:00pm on June 6th. If you would like to come and help 

with this project, bring a rake, shovel, and/or wheel bar-

row (if you have any of these items)  and just show up! 

By doing so, you will participate in helping to make our 

playground look even better as you fellowship with great 

friends —including our Pastor!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arbor Day tree planting  pictured above. 

Polk County Quality Rating Improvement System 
(QRIS) 

PCH Preschool participates in this program 
through the Early Learning Coalition and is proud 
to announce that we have earned a 5 star rating 
again this year! For more information about this 

program, go to www.elcpolk.org, and click on 
“Quality Counts”.  

QUALITY COUNTS 
 

PCH PRESCHOOL HAS SOME GREAT 

TEACHERS!  
Did you know the first week of May was National 

Teacher Appreciation Week? Our 

teachers were treated to a               

mini-spa time during their lunch 

break one day. Mrs. Dee Smith, 

parent of 3 of our preschoolers, 

donated her time and gave each 

teacher a massage while Julie & 

Wendy provided a foot spa and all                   

enjoyed a 

special lunch 

contributed 

by many of 

our                 

parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children love the outdoors and really enjoy our large                        

playground. This is where they are introduced to God’s creation. 

Playgrounds are places where children’s play can take off and 

flourish. Good outdoor play-grounds are 

large enough and designed in such a way 

that children’s play can come to full 

expression, where children can make a 

mess, run, jump and hide, where they can shout, whistle, 

and explore the natural world.  Check out how we are 

continually working to make our playground a great one 

for our children!  

 

Also, a special congratulations to the graduating VPK 

class of 2012—we are proud of you!  

BEAUTIFYING 

OUR SPACE 

Julie Laursen 

Preschool Director 



Teenagers assemble! After you see 
Avengers for the 12th time, come live 
the adventure with us! Students in 
6th—12th grade are welcome to join 
us for youth group on Wednesday eve-
nings, from 6:30pm - 8:00pm.  
 
During the summer months we will 
divide into two teams: The Avengers 
& Hydra! We will compete in events 
that are themed to the different                 
Avengers from the movie. Your                
participation each week is important to 
helping your team win. You will not 
want to miss out on this incredible 
summer!  
 
June 6th—Playground Mission Project 
June 13th—Hawkeye 
June 20th—Loki vs. Thor 

COLLEGE STUDENTS, 
tired from a long day at that summer job? Then 

spend a little time with us relaxing over desserts & 

movies this June!  

 

WEDNESDAYS, 8:00pm - 9:30pm: 

June 6th—Lake Miriam Starbucks 

June 13th—Steak ‘n Shake 

June 20th—Beef O’ Brady’s  

June 27th—No meeting due to VBS 

 

Let’s all go to the movies... 

June 22nd, Brave  & June 29th, GI Joe  

 

The summer can get so hot, and we all don’t have a nice cool pool 
to swim in. But we all can get cooled off on Wednesday early 
evenings here at PCH! This summer, K—5th grade students are 
welcome to join us for WET N’ WILD Wednesdays, from 
5:00pm - 6:30pm. 
Make sure you always 
bring your bathing suit, 
towel, any sunscreen you 
may need, and a change 
of clothes.  
 

June 6th—No Pathfinders (summer prep) 
June 13th—Water Balloon Balooza 

June 20th—Super Splash Attack 
June 27th—No Pathfinders (VBS) 

  AVENGERS 

ASSEMBLE! 

Children’s Ministry Jeff Davis 

Director of Christian Education 



FREE! 

VBS 
PRESCHOOL  (4 years) -  5th Grade 

 The nursery will be available for kids younger than four 

years of age whose parents are helping with VBS. 

Sun June 24th: Bible Emphasis—Jesus feeds the 5,000                                                             

                                 (Matthew 14: 13 –20)                                                                                

                                                                                                            

      What’s on the Menu — French toast,                      

     sausage, bacon, ice cream 

                                                                                                                 

Mon June 25th: Bible Emphasis—God’s love for us                                

    (John 3: 16 –18)                                                                                                                          

                                                                                             

       What’s on the Menu — Fish & chicken                                               

    sticks, tater tots, corn, salad, 

      brownies  

                                                                                                                                

Tues June 26th: Bible Emphasis—Foolish house builder 

      (Matthew 7: 24 –27)                                                                                                                          

                                                                                             

       What’s on the Menu — Hot dogs, chips, 

                    salad, cookies 

                                                                                                                                  

Weds June 27th: Bible Emphasis—Widow’s offering 

    (Mark 12: 41 –44)                                                                                                                          

                                                                                             

        What’s on the Menu — “Pizza Planet”                      

    catered pizza salad, cookies           

                                                                                                                           

Thurs June 28th: Bible Emphasis—See God in Creation 

    (Romans 1: 20 –23)                                                                                                                          

                                                                                             

        What’s on the Menu — Garbage   

    (Shepherd’s Pie), cookie   

BE INCREDIBLE                   & HELP US OUT 

 

 

Recreation—While we can’t have the balloon house from the movie “UP”, we can  enjoy a bounce house!                 

Would you be willing to make this happen? The cost is approximately $100.  

Set-up — Join hands with Jeff Davis to help make “light work” of setting up for what we hope will be our most                

successful  Vacation Bible School yet! The preparation day will be on Saturday, June 23rd, from 9:00am - 11:00pm, and a light breakfast will be     

provided to all volunteers. There is something for everyone of all ages to help with!  

Drama Costumes — Each night of VBS will include a drama that will not only provide entertainment but also reinforce the evening’s                 

message. We have five “characters” and their costumes are approximately $60 each…will you sponsor one of Hollywood’s next upcoming stars? 

Crafts — The following supplies are needed for our weekly crafts: newspaper, permanent markers, “Pixar” movie stickers, Elmers glue, acrylic 

paint, blank CDs  

As we anticipate the release of this summer’s                  

newest Pixar movie, Brave, join us for mystical 

journey as we encounter characters from the 

films that made Pixar famous with our FREE 

Vacation Bible School!  

LAY YOUR EYE ON THIS LINE-UP:                                       

Sunday, June 24th - Thursday, June 28th                                               

6:00pm - 6:30pm: Free Dinner                                           

(love offering accepted at door)                                     

6:30pm - 8:30pm:Vacation Bible School  

What PARTNERS SHOULD expect on this 

adventure: Each night will blast off with a  

complimentary dinner. Parents are welcome 

to stay and eat with their children. We will 

have a Bible lesson with a specific memory 

verse and movie clip to reinforce the evening’s 

study, along with a drama presentation. There will 

also be craft and recreation time each night.  

How to register YOUR BOTS? Registration 

forms are available in the church narthex and 

also on the website. You may also sign-up 

by emailing Christian Education Director, 

Jeff,  at cedirector@pchighlands.com, or                

calling the church office: (863)646-3121.  



PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

J U N E  &  J U L Y  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
3rd 

Eric Chartier 
5th 

Brian McDonough 
6th 

Frances Pennington 
8th 

Ashley Lee 
15th 

Bradley Tan 
16th 

Gary Brown 
18th 

Ricardo Andino 
20th 

Jeff Davis 
23rd 

Jill Coler 
26th 

Christopher Jones 
27th 

Melissa Harsell 
Michelle Meyer 

29th 
Trey Shelton 

Nancy Greenlee 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3rd 
Clint & Deborah Haldane, 17 years 

 

4th 
James & Mary Kessler, 52 years 

14th 
Larry & Cathy Davis, 31 years 

19th 
William & Peggy Gillock, 42 years 

26th 
Larry & Jane Becker Jr, 19 years 

27th 
Steve & Jen Rodeffer, 3 years 

29th 
Ed & Diana Long, 28 years 

Andy & Sheryl Norman, 14 years 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
4th 

Jen Rodeffer 
7th 

Patty Singleton 
8th 

Annie McGrath 
11th 

Drew Maxwell 
Erica Maxwell 

14th 
Kathryn Pennington 

15th 
Pat Smith 

Ed Chartier 
17th 

Delaney Phillips 
25th  

William Gillock 
27th  

Rob Watson 
30th 

Betsy Wright 
 
 
 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

2nd 
Lee & Carol Greben, 57 years 

 

23rd 
Rob & Cathy Swann, 24 years 

26th 
Jim & Marty Dayvault, 48 years 


