
PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

A Word From the Pastor 

Greetings Church Family,      

As you probably already know, our denomination, the Presbyterian 
Church USA, has voted to remove sexual orientation and behavior 
from the ordination standards for ministers, elders, and deacons 
starting July 10, 2011.  The new standards have removed the 
“requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of 
marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.” 
The revised language refocuses the discussion on whether an 
individual is gifted and suitable for ordination vows, as determined 
by the individual presbyteries or Sessions conducting the 
examination.  It does not prohibit a Session or Presbytery from 
imposing the original standards as the “Governing bodies shall be 
guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to 
individual candidates.”  It does allow for governing bodies to 
operate outside of traditional Biblical principles when receiving a 
candidate for ordination. All active members of PCH should have 
received a letter from us in the last week of May stating our action 
plan.  Our Session is prayerfully seeking the Lord’s guidance as to 
our congregation‘s ongoing response.  Currently, we accept all 
people into the life of the church extending Christ’s grace, and not 
condemning sinners while continuing to affirm Biblical standards 
for ordination. 
 

In His Grace, 

Shaun   

Reverend Shaun Hartsell 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st 
Virginia Pembleton 

 

4th 
Bob Tangarone 

 

5th 
Joey Allison 

John Newton 

 

14th 
Kathryn Pennington 

 

15th 
Ed Chartier 
Pat Smith 

 

25th 
William Gillock 

 

27th 
Linda Brown 

 

30th 
Betsy Wright 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

6th 
Frances Pennington 

 

15th 
Bradley Tan 

 

16th 
Gary Brown 

 

19th 
Richard Wilsman 

 

20th 
Jeff Davis 

 

23rd 
Jill Coler 

 

27th 
Michelle Meyer 
Melissa Hartsell 

 

29th 
Nancy Greenlee 

Helen Laird 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

23rd  
Rob & Cathy Swann, 22 years 

26th  
Jim & Marty Dayvault, 46 years 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3rd 
Clint & Deborah Haldane, 15 years 

4th 
James & Mary Kessler, 50 years 

11th  
Homer & Virginia Pembleton, 33 years 

14th 
Larry & Cathy Davis, 29 years 

15th  
Thomas & Patrice Raulerson, 25 years 

19th 
William & Peggy Gillock, 40 years 

26th 
Larry & Jane Becker Jr., 17 years 

29th  
Ed & Diana Long, 26 years 

Andy & Sheryl Norman, 12 years 

Reminder: 
 

June 12th 

Wear Red for 

Pentecost 



Don’t  
    

    

Forget: 
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College 
Billy Madden // High School & College Ministries Intern 

 

New Day & Time Catalyst is on the move! The group will 

now be meeting on Mondays, from 6:00pm - 8:30pm 

through summer in host homes.  All college students who 

are home for the summer are welcome to join us!   

The TABLE: A College Board Game Ministry The Table is an opportunity for  

college-age students to come together for some fun over board games. The group will meet 

on Wednesdays, 6:00pm - 9:00pm, in the Pathfinders’ Room, through August 10th.   

Catalyst Needs a Home Currently, the group is meeting at the home of Julie Laursen until June 13th. Starting on 

Monday, June 20th , we are looking for other host possibilities for fellowship, Bible study, and dinner.  If your 

family would like to host the Catalyst small group —please contact Billy Madden at the Church, (863)646-3121. 
 

Madhatter Tea Party College students are invited to hang out on Fridays at 7:00pm, for a 

―tea party‖ at  Julie Laursen’s house. This will provide an opportunity for fellowship and 

relaxation.   Call the office for directions. 
 

Widows & Widowers Ministry Catalyst will be serving PCH in a new way 

this summer. We will be assisting widows & widowers of the Church in a 

variety of ways, such as dinner preparation, mowing the lawn, & grocery 

shopping.  

 

John Milone // Elder of Missions 

 

Missions of the Month: Missions for the month are VBS & the Youth         
Mission Trip to Copperhill, Tennessee.  
 

Anchor House Update: With PCH’s Help, Anchor House has met its            
objective of establishing its Transitional Living Program to help youth 17 and 
up prepare for independent living.  
 

Hisnets Update: With PCH’s help, Hisnets reports completing 17 projects in 
9 countries in FY 2010. The 24,120 nets distributed will save nearly 50,000 
lives!  

The TEAM: While Billy Madden is a familiar face here at PCH, he will be moving 
from the children’s ministry to the high school ministry over the summer, as well 
as taking over the Catalyst college ministry while Luke Thompson is away. Billy 
will also be helping with the Summer Camp throughout the upcoming summer 
months. Eric Chatman & Ethan Alldredge will be teaming up with Billy Madden to 
assist with Catalyst this summer. Eric will be a Small Group Leader & Ethan will 
be the Fellowship Event Coordinator. 

The Board of the Early Learning Coalition of Polk County is making the improvement of  

quality for early childhood education in Polk County a priority. They are implementing a Star 

Rating System which is now in a pilot phase. PCH Preschool has been in this pilot program for 

three years now and has been working toward becoming a 5 Star Center. On May 19th we had 

our QRIS (Quality Rating Improvement System) review and earned a 5 Star Rating! Areas 

reviewed are as follows: ratio and group size; curriculum, screening and assessment; learning 

environment; staff qualifications; professional development; business practices; and family 

involvement. The Star Rating system will become mandatory of all centers in the future and 

will be published so that families looking for a quality program will have something to go by. 

It is similar to a hotel rating. Do you want to stay in a 1 star hotel or a 5 star?  

We are so proud of all the Preschool staff 

 who work so hard to make our center a great place for kids! 

 

New Cribs Due to new Childcare licensing rules and regulations, the Preschool had to 

replace our infant cribs. Shannon and Wendy disassembled the old cribs to be donated to 

Honduras. Thank you to Ed Long for delivering them to the 

container that is being packed and sent this month! 
 

A Lesson in Gardening Spring is here, and the children 

are learning about gardening. They have planted and are 

caring for sunflowers and other plants in the garden. In their 

unit about ―Experiencing Spring‖ they have learned that 

birds, insects, and baby animals are born in the spring; flowers, grass, and other 

plants grow in springtime; and that we thank God for the beauty of spring.  The 

preschool would like to thank Lynn Schindler for coordinating an Arbor Day project 

with the City of Lakeland.  The City came to our playground and planted two trees 

they donated. The children were able to watch and were given a lesson on planting 

and caring for trees 
 

Summer Program The preschool is taking registrations for summer programs. 

We are offering the Summer Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) and a School-age 

summer camp. Children entering Kindergarten in August are eligible for the VPK, 

and those who have finished Kindergarten through Fifth grade are invited to enroll in our School-age camp. 

Please see Julie or someone in the preschool office to learn about the exciting  

summer ahead. 646-9333 or preschool@pchighlands.com . 

 

 

Preschool News 
Julie Laursen // Preschool Director 

 

Opportunity The preschool is being evaluated by the National 

Accreditation Commission for Early Care and Education Programs 

at the end of June. We are having a clean-up/work day on Saturday 

June 18th from 9:00-12:00 so we can shine. Please let Julie know 

if you can help. 

mailto:preschool@pchighlands.com


Each week all campers enjoy art  
projects, science experiments, chess, Tae Kwon Do, cooking, 

and field trips.    

June 13 -  August 19 

700am -  6:00pm (M-F) 

Led by State Licensed Teachers with College Intern  
Assistants. All pass FBI Background Checks.   

In conjunction with Positive Behavior Support Program  

$100 p/week   
or  

$25 p/day 
 

Drop in care  
available. 

 
For more info:  
Julie Laursen   
863-646-9333 

Summer Music Anyone interested in singing or playing an instrument for special music during the summer, or 

anyone with interest in joining one of the Praise Teams, should contact Tony Mercer at the Church or by 

emailing him at tonymercer@hotmail.com.  

 

Voice Lessons Tony Mercer will be teaching private voice lessons over the summer in the Church Sanctuary. 

If you are interested in obtaining more information or signing up, please contact him directly.   

Music Ministry 
Tony Mercer // Director of Music 

PATHFINDERS Summer Schedule 

      June:  Movie Mania 
      Wed 1st: Regular Pathfinders 
      Wed 8th: End of the year celebration:  
      Wed 15th: Kung Fu Panda 2 at COBB 
      Wed 22nd:  Popcorn Frenzy 
      Wed 29th: No Pathfinders (VBS) 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Kung Fu Panda 
 
Sunday, June 26th – Thursday, June 30th 
5:00pm Dinner, 6:00-8:30pm VBS 
Preschool age children through 5th grade are 
welcome to join us for this free   educational & 
fun experience! Contact Jeff Davis or go on the 
Church website to register today! 

Isabel Blanc will be joining the PCH 
staff as a non-paid children’s ministry 
intern over the summer. She will be in 
charge of Pathfinders on Wednesday 
nights and Children’s Church on Sun-
day mornings. Isabel is a Junior at 
Southeastern University and is pursu-
ing a degree in Elementary Education. 
We are excited to have her here as part 
of the summer team!  

 

LIFELINE Lock-In 
June 9th -10th  

7:00pm - 7:00am 
 

All students in the 6th - 12th grade 
(no graduating 5th graders, please) are 
invited to attend our Church lock-in! There 
will be games, food, Nerf wars, Mountain 
Dew, candy, movies & more! Friends are 
welcome to join in on the fun!   

MISSION TRIP June 12th - 18th 
Please pray for our youth mission team as 
we travel to Copperhill, Tennessee. Adults: 
Jeff Davis & Ed Long. Students: Alexis 
Baugher, Jessica Keller,  Megan Raulerson, 
Jenna Caldrone, Brandon Clark, Eric                 
Wortman, Tyler Baugher &  Justin Pennington. 

 
Lifeline Summer 2011 Schedule Youth Group: Wednesday 
Nights, 6:00pm - 7:30pm  A monthly newsletter will go out with 
times, places & event information. This schedule is just an outline of 
the weekly summer activities. For more information, please call the 
Church office and ask for Jeff (863)646-3121. 

Youth (High School & Middle School) 
Jeff Davis // Director of Christian Education 

June: 
Wed1st: End of Year Honors 
Wed 8th: Mystery Night 
Thur 9th: LOCK IN 
Wed15th: No Youth (Team Effort) 
Wed 22nd: Transform the Field:  
  Frisbee Golf Tournament   
Wed 29th:  No Youth (VBS) 

Alexis Baugher, Jessica Keller, Megan Raulerson & Emily Tan 

We have very special ladies graduating from high school this year. We have watched them grow & mature in their 
faith as well as individuals. PCH has had the privilege of watching them preach, teach and act on several occasions. 

All have gone through confirmation and have played a huge role in the youth group and the life of PCH. 

CONGRATS GRADS! 

Children 
Isabel Blanc // Children’s Ministry  Intern 

 



On behalf of the MOPS moms I would like to thank Jeff Davis & the 
Church for supporting this mission.  We greatly appreciate the use of the 
rooms and the babysitting service. 
 

At this time, PCH has decided not to re-charter with MOPS. That being 
said, we are asking PCH to continue to support the ministry which has 
greatly impacted our lives. We have encouraged, uplifted  and developed 
friendships, while  taking seriously the MOPS motto, "no mom 
alone".  Our actions and love are our witness in Jesus' name. 
  
We have not decided what to rename the group but  will continue to meet 
on Tuesdays, remaining open to all moms with preschool aged 
children.  With PCH's blessings, we would like to resume Tuesday, 
August 23rd, from 9:00am -11:00am. In the same fashion as this past year, we would like to use the same rooms & also be able 
to provide free childcare. We have also talked to Julie Laursen about  helping with some projects,  such as Breakfast with Santa 
and Spring Festival.   
 

Women Wednesday Nights  

Small Group Bible Study: The last meeting date prior to our summer break will be on June 8th. The small group 

study will resume August 24th. When the group begins meeting again in August, we will continue with our study of 

Revelations. Upon conclusion of that, we will move on to Beatitudes. The study 

books for Beatitudes are available for $5 through Presbyterian Women. Please 

Summer  

Meeting Dates: 
 

June 21st 

July 12th 

July 26th 

August 9th 
 

Meet at PCH,  

9:00am - 11:00am,  

childcare is provided 

MOPS 
Helen Vogt // MOPS Leader 

Shannon Thornton // Facilities Coordinator 

The Church is lined up for a free energy analysis by the City of Lakeland as well as a free termite 
inspection by Orkin (some suspicious creatures have been found on and around the old piano in the 
sanctuary). New lighting has been installed in the breezeway and the steeple is lit! The painting 
continues (see picture of “The Shannon” painting the exterior of the Church office & sanctuary wall 
above). Questions? Comments? Email me at pch.maintenance@gmail.com  

PCH+ will continue to have luncheons 

during the summer months.  Please 

sign up on the clipboard on the PCH+  

bulletin board.  If you need a ride 

contact Diana Sprague or Linda 

Hudson. 

 

Please note, in the month of June 

there will be no PCH+ game night. 

However, the fun will resume in July 

& August!  

 

 

PCH “Plus” Senior Ministry 

 

Men 
Dan Brenneman // Director of Adult Ministries 

 

Beef & B   cce Wednesdays, 6:00pm - 8:00pm, 

for Bocce (Italian Lawn/Street Bowling) – BBQ – 

starting June 15.  You will need you to sign up by Monday 

of each week to ensure we have enough meat for all.  A 

gift offering is requested to cover the cost of beef, but not 

required.  The menu will consist of either steak, pork 

chops, chicken, shrimp/sausage boil or hamburgers/hot 

dogs and Potato-Rice/Salad.  Teams will be randomly 

drawn to compete for a Bocce Trophy of the Week. On 

August 17th, a final Grand Champion of Summer 2011 

will be awarded Prior experience is not required. There are 

no age limitations.  Bring a buddy and eat some beef!  

Holy Rollers: Come join the Holy Rollers to help create bandages to be used for 

World Missions. The group meets on the first & third Tuesdays of every month 

at  9:30am in the Library.  

The excessive shade, the constant parking, & lack of prior maintenance 
have caused the tree roots to show and a mud  problem. In order to cor-
rect these deficiencies "Facilities and Grounds" has had the trees lifted, 
raked up leaves, and recently had black dirt spread and new grass will 
be planted.  As soon as this new grass takes hold the parking bumpers 

at the south side of the sanctuary will be relocated to the "renovated old parking 
area" eliminating driving between the trees. Additional steps may be            
required in the future, and "Facilities and Grounds" will advise the                 
congregation if the need arises. There are no changes to the handicap 
parking anticipated at this time.  Should you have any questions or desire 
further information please contact Don Bennett or Jack Vogt. 

Student Ministries 
helping Facilities & 
Grounds clean up 

the Church property 

Weds., June 15th, 

1:00pm on HWY 

98 in Lakeland 

The soup ministry strives to provide a 

meal for anyone interested. The soup is 

free, however, donations will be               

accepted. The team meets once per 

month to prepare the soup. This 

month’s soup will be distributed on June 

5th, and is white bean soup.  

 

Volunteers are needed: contact Diana 

Long for more information.  

 

“Love in a Bowl” 

Worship Arts 
Tina Mosley & Lynn Schindler 

 // Worship Arts Elders 

 

Just a reminder that Pentecost Sunday is June 12th.  Please try to wear some clothing 

in red which is a symbol of the holy spirit.  On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the 

anoiting of the spirit that signaled a new beginning for the people of God and the birth 

of the church. Pentecost Sunday is celebrated seven weeks after Easter. 

 

The PCH Visitor Welcome Committee would is in need of additional members! If you are not involved with a 

ministry with the church yet, this ministry only requires you to help one Sunday a month for an hour or less. 

What does our committee do?  We go through the friendship sheets that are filled out and write down in a 

log all those that are not members and are visiting. We send out a pre-printed note to first time visitors or 

sometimes we write a personal note. 

  

If you think you would be interested in joining this ministry, please contact Tina Mosley or Lynn Schindler. 


