
PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 
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Mark Your Calendar 

J u n e  

&  J u l y   

W a r m  
B i r t h d a y  &  

A n n i v e r s a r y  
W i s h e s !  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
5th 

Shirley Hynds 

10th 
Betsy Martin 

11th 
Ray Vincent 

12th 
John Allison 

17th 
David Armstrong 

18th 
Heather Schindler & 

Scott Schindler 
19th 

Jeanette Burt 

20th 
Marty Dayvault & 

Jack Thompson 
21st 

Laura Lindemann & Helen Vogt 
24th 

John Allison & Alex Laursen 
26th 

Barbara Milone 
28th 

Jamie Laursen &  
Shannon Wright 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st 
Virginia Pembleton 

 

4th 
Bob Tangarone 

 

5th 
Joey Allison 

John Newton 

 

14th 
Kathryn Pennington 

 

15th 
Ed Chartier 
Pat Smith 

 

25th 
William Gillock 

 

27th 
Linda Brown 

Jon Meyer 

 

30th 
Betsy Wright 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th  
Donald & Lida Bennett, 23 years 

 

7th 
Garfield & Linda Brown, 46 years 

 

13th  
Larry & Dorry Clevenger, 65 years 
Charles & Betty Mater, 56 years 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

23rd  
Rob & Cathy Swann, 23 years 

 

26th  
Jim & Marty Dayvault, 47 years 

 

Reminder: 
 

July 4th 
The Church 

Office is 

Closed 

The Highlands 
Herald MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

JULY 2011 

Pastor Shaun  holds a Bachelors Degree in Business from Middle 

Tennessee State University and earned his Masters of Divinity from 

Reformed Theological Seminary. He recently celebrated his one 

year anniversary at PCH.  

A Word From the Pastor 
Reverend Shaun Hartsell 

Dear Church Family, 
 

As some of you may know, my identical 

twin brother, Keith,  recently visited the 

Church (see a picture located to the right, 

under the upcoming events).  
 

During his visit, I took the opportunity to 

play a little practical joke and have  Keith 

preach in my place. He did this to the best of 

his ability according to my style, not 

his.  Some of the congregation was com-

pletely fooled.  However, there were some 

that knew something was amiss because the 

Pastor’s voice or hair seemed differ-

ent.  Then there were those that instantly 

knew a swap had been made.  In any case, 

we all enjoyed a good laugh when both Keith 

and I came out side by side at the end.  I am 

glad to be among so many people with a  

sense of humor. There are not  many 

churches  that would entertain a pastor’s 

prank.  
 

Keith sincerely enjoyed his visit to PCH and 

the many people who took time to introduce 

themselves and chat with him. His overall 

impression of our church family was sincere 

friendliness.  I am honored to serve among 

you!   
 

I will be taking the last two weeks of July off 

for vacation and visiting South Dakota. 

While I will be unavailable during this time, 

our very caring staff will be prepared to help 

you or minister in my absence.  
 

In His Grace, 

 

Shaun 

Church Events 
July 3rd – Love in a Bowl 

July 5th – Holy Rollers 

July 8th – PCH+ Game Night 

July 19th – Holy Rollers 

July 20th  – PCH+ Luncheon 

Mondays: Chess Club, Catalyst  

Wednesdays: Meat & Bocce, 

Pathfinders, Lifeline  

Fridays: College “Tea Party”  

 

 

 

MISSIONS NEWS 
 John Milone, Elder of Missions 
 

July Mission of the Month is the Back to School Supply Collection for Beth El. While the 

group can always use donations of school supplies, as we approach the beginning of another 

new school year, there is always increased need. When you go shopping, please consider              

picking up something for their Ministry of Children! 

 



Soup Ministry 

What is this “soup ministry” everyone is talking about? 

Let me see if I can explain... 

Ed & I were on vacation in 

Pennsylvania when we           

visited a church that had a 

soup ministry. Following the 

service, there were two           

people that handed out soup 

as the congregation exited. 

Anyone was allowed to take 

home a container of soup. It 

could be a single mom, a 

senior citizen, someone          

trying to stretch their meal 

dollars, anyone that felt they 

needed a meal.  
 

When I saw this program in 

action, I thought what a    

wonderful idea! Volunteers 

could get together once a 

month to prepare the soup in 

the church kitchen, and it 

would be a great time for fel-

lowship. To date, our soup 

ministry has handed out nearly 

100 containers! Here at PCH 

we have many angels! There 

are currently 6 women and 1 

man who volunteer to assist in 

soup preparation. Also, a big 

thank you goes out to Nancy 

Greenlee and Jim & Marty 

Dayvault for contributing the 

funds to start this ministry.  

 

The Soup Ministry has simple 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 
good like medicine” 

“Love in a Bowl” 

recipes that are easy to prepare. 

One person does the shopping for 

the recipe, and then the group 

meets the last Wednesday of the 

month to cook the soup and 

freeze it. Soup is then given out 

on the first Sunday of each 

month. While free for the taking, 

donations are always welcome.  

 

We would like to have others 

join us for soup making. If we 

had 8-10 volunteers, you would 

be cooking only every other 

month! That is only six times 

per year for a total of 12 hours 

annually! Won’t you please help 

with this great PCH outreach? If 

interested, please see me or call 

me at (863)644-5568. 

 

                    Bon Appétit!  

Men’s Ministry 

The PCH men „s group  have been enjoying meat, bocce, 
& fellowship on Wednesday nights (see pictures at right)!  

There has been no season          

ending causalities to date, but 

we have had a few minor        

issues with complaints by 

players of overconsumption of 

great food... but nothing Tums 

could not handle! 
 

The Bocce Games have been 

heated affairs, but under the 

firm control of the PCH Bocce 

League Commissioners, Jack 

Vogt and Jeff Sprague, order 

and decorum have been            

maintained. At this point, it is 

necessary to mention the one 

exception: Walt Bielanski has 

had to be ―restrained‖ a few 

times. It is my understanding 

that the Commissions are 

 

More in Missions... 

Talbot House News: With PCH's support, The Good 
Samaritan Free Clinic facilitated 5200+ medical and 
840+ dental visits last year, providing medical care for 
those who have no medical insurance or benefits. 
 
 As the only free medical facility in Polk County, many 
other agencies rely on their clinic to treat their clients 
medical needs. Last year they provided $3,096,325 
dollars worth of medical care to people in need, taking 
a large burden off public hospitals and care facilities.  

reviewing the complaint, and I 

remain hopeful that Mr.            

Bielanski wil l not be                

suspended by the Office of the 

Commissioners’.   
 

There is strong and lively  

competition and only a few 

isolated cases of ―bodily        

injury‖ in matches; but once 

again, the Commissioners 

RULE and order is maintained. 

If you have any questions and/

or would like to join the 

League, please contact            

Commissioners Jack Vogt or 

Jeff Sprague. The only require-

ments are a strong desire to 

have fun and a hearty appetite; 

everything else is provided!  

Dan Brenneman, Director of Adult Ministries 

Men’s Bocce, Meat & 

Fellowship 

Wednesday Evenings 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

All men are invited to participate in this weekly event—

sign up on the bulletin board outside the kitchen! 

Diana Long, Elder of Ministry of Care 

July’s featured soup: 
Potato 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 26th, Rory Lillian Meyer was baptized  

during the worship service.  Rory and her parents, Jon 

and Michelle are pictured above.  
 

 

We are also blessed to  welcome 

the following new members to 

PCH! Please be sure to look for 

these faces the next time you 

are on campus and extend a 

warm greeting to these new 

members of our Church family!  

New To Our Family PCH+ Senior Ministry 

The monthly LUNCHEON for July will be held on Wednesday, July 

20th, at BD’sMongolian Grill (located at 1474 Town Center Drive—

the “new mall” on Harden Blvd., (863)688-3700). If you’ve never 

been to BD’s you are in for a treat!  BD's unique fun comes from 

YOUR ability to create your own "feast" from a variety of choice 

meats and seafood, fresh veggies & flavor-packed sauces and herbs; 

all freshly cooked before your eyes on a large, flat grill! 

 

July’s GAME NIGHT will be held on Friday, July 8th. 

This month’s game is Mexican Train Dominoes. Please 

bring a snack to share and invite a friend! All game night 

events are held at the Church, & childcare is provided.  

 

For more information or assistance with transportation to these events, please  

contact Diana Sprague or Linda Hudson.  

Programs that would target 
the student population and 

the wider neighborhood                 
include:  

After school tutoring,          

mentoring, recreation,         
athletics 

Elementary & Middle 

School summer programs 

Intramural sports in               

partnership with the School 
Board 

Team building: challenge 

course, rock climbing wall 

Parenting classes &            

support groups 

Adult & youth athletic 

leagues 

Community center-style 

events: health fair,                  
hurricane preparedness 

After School  Ministry 
You want to know a secret? The Session is making plans to 
create new places to come to and things to do for the youth 
in our neighborhood. You may have heard there is a group 
planning a big building. This project is still a few years away, 
but planning has begun. Read on for the details.  

Session approved development 

of a plan to support youth in our 

part of Lakeland.  Our vision is a 

new building to house an After 

School Middle School Program.  

A youth activity building will 

include a gymnasium-style 

space, locker rooms, classrooms, 

and office space.  Youth from 

the neighborhood Middle School 

will be served by after school 

programs like math tutoring, 

supervised study time, athletics,  

and leadership workshops.  At 

other times the space will be 

available to community groups 

and other PCH ministries. 

 

The project team is Jeff           

Sprague, Lynn Schindler, Dan 

Brenneman, Julie Laursen, 

Amanda Faircloth, and Pastor 

Shaun. Interviewing Middle 

School leadership indicated an 

interest in partnering with PCH 

to serve its student population.  

Demographic information confirms 

PCH is targeting a group without other 

service providers in this part of            

Lakeland.  

 

Money for construction is available 

from the annual award from the          

Presbyter ian Women Bir thday             

Offering Grant.  PCH filed the grant 

application May 11, 2011.  The award 

decision will be this September, When 

successful, PCH will have access to 

money as early as October 2012.  

There is lots of planning to do in the 

meantime.  Keep an eye out for further 

updates as the project team gets down 

to work. 

 

We are delighted to announce that 

SEU student and PCH member            

Andrea Medred will be in charge of 

the Children's Choir in the fall.  She 

will be encouraging PCH members' 

children to join along with the               

preschool students.  

 

We are continuing to collect surveys 

to get all members input on what type 

of second Sunday morning service 

you would like to add in 2012.  This 

additional service will be needed if 

our  a t tendance cont inues  to 

grow.  This four question survey is 

available on the PCH website or in the 

office.  Please make your opinions 

known so the Worship Arts Team and 

Session can plan accordingly. 

Worship Arts  

Tina Mosley, Elder of Worship Arts  
Lynn Schindler, Elder of Worship Arts 

There are many openings on our 

"flower calendar" posted near the 

kitchen.  If you would like to cele-

brate, honor or remember someone by 

underwriting the cost of a flower ar-

rangement for Sunday morning, please 

sign-up on the flower calendar and 

also fill out the form on the perforated 

section of the Sunday morning bulle-

tin.  This form may be put in the offer-

ing plate with your $25 payment. 

  

Tony Mercer arranged for special  

patriotic music for our worship service 

on July 3rd.  We are blessed to have 

such a talented and creative Music 

Director at PCH! 

Jeff Sprague, 
Ministry Project Lead 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

“Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.” 

Kaye Pagliasotti 

Julie Armstrong The Haugs: Carolyn & Bob 



Weds., June 15th, 

1:00pm on HWY 

98 in Lakeland 

“Love in a 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

CELL PHONE  
TOWER  
UPDATE 

Maintenance News 

Shannon Thornton, Facilities Coordinator 

June brought a productive month for enhancements 
to the PCH facility! In the Preschool building, tile 
restoration has been completed in the main hallway 
and also in the nursery. This project looks great and 
really brought a crisp new feel to these areas. 
 
The insulation in the pod building has been raised to 
an R-30 rating. “R” value insulation ratings are used 
to measure insulations ability to resist heat flow.  

The “R” value in insulation is substantially lowered when there’s any air 
or water/moisture leaks. Thus, this upgrade should help to stop any 
moisture problems.   
 
I am continuing to be inspired by the Elders of the Facilities & Grounds 
Team; they’re awesome!  
 

Questions? Comments? Email me at pch.maintenance@gmail.com 

Don Bennett, Elder of Facilities & Grounds  
Jack Vogt, Elder of Facilities & Grounds 

Facilities & Grounds 

The Facilities and Grounds Team wishes to thank everyone for their comments on the "Memorial 

Garden". Its care and appearance were turned over to our  team at the May Session Meeting.  
 

We had been looking at options for some time and were ready for the challenge! In less than three 

weeks our plan became a reality. Changes that were implemented include the addition of a vinyl fence 

and arbor entrance. There are future plans for additional landscaping touches to further improve the 

garden. We sincerely hope that the changes and regular maintenance of this area will provide for a 

more pleasant and spiritual experience for the entire congregation.  If you have not yet taken the               

opportunity to inspect our efforts, please do so the next time you are on the Church campus. We invite 

you to share with us any ideas you may have for additional  enhancements to the Memorial Garden.  
 

The Facilities and Grounds Elders, Don and Jack, wish to especially extend our gratitude to Ed Long 

and Shannon Thornton for their expertise and hard work in bringing this project to its fruition. For 

additional information on the Memorial Garden, a professional brochure is in the works and will soon 

be available in the Church office as well as the Narthex.  

 

 

You may have recently  

noticed some activity  

going on outside the cell 

phone tower. This work 

was being done to              

accommodate a  lease 

with Metro PCS, which 

commenced on June 

15th. The additional 

lease will be $336 

 per month.  

 

The funds from the cell 

phone tower are              

broken up into our 

Church missions 

budget.   

 

Thank you to 

 Scott Erickson for            

overseeing this project!  

  
  
  

ministry came from an anony-

mous donation in the amount 

of $700. To whomever made 

that generous contribution , we 

are so grateful for your support 

of the college students striving 

to implement this new ministry 

as well as those widows and 

widowers that our efforts will 

be assisting. Without you, this 

ministry would lack the poten-

tial that it currently holds and 

we are very excited about the 

opportunity in front of us.  

One of the first services that 

Catalyst provided for one of 

the members of PCH was           

securing a book case to a wall. 

Billy Madden held the book 

case to the wall with all of his 

might while Eric Chatman 

manned the electric drill. Both 

avoided electrocution and   suc-

cessfully anchored the book case! 

 If you are a widow or               

widower and in need of            

services such as lawn mainte-

nance, carpooling, cooking, 

cleaning, or anything else, please 

do not hesitate to call the office 

and schedule a time where        

Catalyst can serve you. Saturdays 

offer open availability and other 

days are available by appoint-

ment. We look forward to the 

opportunity to serve you!  

              

 

 

Widow/Widower Ministry 
Billy Madden, High School &  College Ministries Intern 

 

“Religion that is pure 
and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is 

this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their  

affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from 

the world.” 
 

James 1:27 

 In last month’s newsletter,             
Catalyst asked for volunteers 
to “host” the group in their 
homes each week for fellow-
ship, Bible study and dinner. 
Our group is so appreciative 
for the overwhelming re-

sponse from our Church family. The small groups 
meeting schedule for the remainder of the summer 
can be found to the right.  

The college-age “Tea Party” is still           
happening Friday evenings at 7:00pm: 
unwind from a busy week with games, 
movies...and of course, tea!   

Host Family Schedule... 
July 4th:        Catalyst cancelled in celebration of  Independence Day!   
July 11th:      Julie Laursen  
July 18th:      Jack & Helen Vogt  
July 25th:      Jeff & Diana Sprague 
August 1st:   Jack & Helen Vogt  
August 8th:   Don & Lida Bennett (final day of Summer Catalyst) 
 
Thank you to everyone that has offered to open their homes to the 
Catalyst small group during the summer months!  
 
Each Monday at 6:00pm, the Catalyst small group gathers for            
fellowship, dinner, games, and study. For the month of July, the 
topic of study will be “Image of God” 

Catalyst has now launched 

the new and exciting ministry 

for widows and widowers 

that was introduced in last 

month’s newsletter.  

The purpose of this ministry 

is for the college-age small 

group to serve and fellowship 

with widows and widowers 

within the Church. Our vision 

is  not only provide physical 

assistance by assisting with 

any necessary tasks which 

but also to develop relation-

ships between the different 

generations.  

The initial funding which will  

enable us to kick off this  

The Chess Club is currently learn-
ing a new type of chess called 
“Bug House” to help them with 
their tactic and movement of game 
pieces.  
 

If you would like to make a dona-
tion to the Chess Club, we are in 
need of five chess boards 
(approximately $5 each) and two 
notation pads ($3 each).  
 

For the summer season, the 
club meets in the Lifeline Room  
on Mondays 
at 11:00am. 
The club is 
open to all 
youth in 
grades 1—8.  

Chess Club 



The Preschool VPK class of 

2011 graduated on June 1st. 

We had a total of 40 children 

participating in the two cere-

monies! Pastor Shaun had a 

chance to speak to a church 

full of visitors, and the Men’s 

Parking Ministry greeted 

these guests to our church as 

they arrived outside. While 

we are sad to say goodbye to 

these children, we wish them 

success in Kindergarten!  

 

Our summer program is          

going strong. We have an 

average of 15 children             

attending our school-age 

summer camp and a full class 

of 12 summer VPK students. 

The school-age children began 

the summer studying about 

their city, state and country; 

the students are completing 

their summer with lessons 

from around the world. They 

learn a lot about Lakeland 

firsthand, when they ride the 

city bus on fieldtrips. Our    

summer VPK students are 

busy brushing up on their                   

Kindergarten readiness skills 

so they will be off to a strong 

start for our next school year. 

The rest of the preschool 

classes are doing fun themes 

like dinosaurs, different                 

 

 

cultures and travel.  

 

It won’t be long, and we will be 

completing our Fall enrollment. 

We have openings in our free 

afternoon VPK class, which will 

begin on August 22nd. Call or 

email the preschool for more 

information.  

 

Our Preschool is a year-round 

program and only takes two 

weeks off annually. Our staff is 

looking forward to a break the 

first week of July, so that they 

may spend time relaxing and 

with their families. Accordingly, 

the Preschool is closed July 4th - 

8th. 

 

Preschool News 
Julie Laursen, Director 

July 6th:   No Lifeline—enjoy your 4th of July!    

July 13th: Transformer 3 Movie Night—Our summer theme has been 

―Transformers‖ so don’t miss out on this opportunity to gather with friends for the 

third movie in the Transformers series at the Cobb Theater! Students will meet at the 

movie theater but should sign up with Jeff in advance. Youth are responsible for 

purchasing their own tickets & concessions.   

July 20th: Destination Unknown 

July 27th: Transform Photo Scavenger Hunt—We will meet at the Church, divide 

into groups and take random pictures and have a great time!   

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Keller, drama 

Megan Raulerson, drama 

Justin Bennett, drama 

Alexis Baugher, drama 

Addie LeBlanc, preschool 

Milinh Montenez, preschool 

Elaine Tan, preschool/nursery 

Leon Bishop, K-1st grades  

Carolyn Haug, K-1st grades 

Isabel Blanc, 2nd-3rd grades 

Ethan Allderege, 2-3rd/worship 

Jill Wolfersberger, 4th-5th grades 

Billy Madden, 4th-5th grades 

  

 

VBS Recap  

June 26-30—Kung Fu Panda: “God Fights of Us” 

Vacation Bible School was a huge          

success.  Many thanks go out to all 

of those involved in putting it         

together! We had 48 students             

participate this year! We were well 

fed each evening by the dinner crew 

and the drama team really kicked it 

into gear each night to entertain us 

and bring a great message. Each eve-

ning brought an excellent worship 

time with Bible lessons that were 

taken to heart.  Crafts and outdoor 

games also provided lots of fun!  Thank you again to all who helped make 

this year a wonderful time of outreach to our community.   

God spoke:  
 

“Earth, green up! Grow 
all varieties of seed-

bearing plants” 
 

Genesis 1:11 

Sunflowers in bloom from 

the preschool garden 

Children’s Ministry 

Isabel Blanc, Children’s  Intern 

Pathfinders is the youth group 
for children in grades K—5. The 
group meets on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  
  
July’s Pathfinder’s theme is   
Multicultural Month and will be 

filled with learning about different countries such as 
Mexico, China, and our very own USA. Each week 
we will focus on one country and include traditional 
games, crafts and food!   

July’s Schedule... 
July 6th:   Pathfinders cancelled in celebration of  Independence Day!   
July 13th: Mexico—Together we will discover the fascinating world of 
Mexico & taste authentic food, so come hungry!  
July 20th: China—Ni Hao! We will be diving into a night of 
FUN...China style! Don’t forget to bring a friend!   
July 27th: USA—Be sure to bring an empty stomach and your swim-
suits because we are having a traditional US POOL PARTY! Please be 
sure to RSVP by calling Isabel or Jeff in the Church office (646-3121). 

 

This schedule is just an outline of the weekly activities for this month. 

Watch for a special Pathfinder’s summer newsletter for more details! 

Youth 
Jeff Davis, Director of Christian Education  

Check out the upcoming activities schedule 
for the high school youth group, Lifeline, on 
Wednesday evenings!  

Team Effort Recap  

June 12th - 18th 
Copperhill, Tennessee 

A group of PCH’s Lifeline group recently returned from a week long mission trip 

to the mountains of Tennessee. While there, the high school students had the         

opportunity to meet some new people along the way, like the hillbilly Santa Claus.   

New discoveries were made: such as what a ―Piggly Wiggly‖ was.  We                   

adventured down the Ocoee River on our white water rafting excursion, which 

was a blast!  
 

 However, more importantly, during this time away we were able to help out a 

man named Keith. Keith is wheelchair bound, as a result of complications with his 

diabetes, and he recently had one of his arms removed as well.  Not only did our 

crew bond with him but they also did two projects to help better his life: we built 

him a deck so he could go out the front of his house & we fought off the evil 

Kudzu that was about to take over his entire house!  The kudzu crew chopped and 

plowed kudzu for four days!  
 

Our group bonded in those Tennessee hills, and Lifeline is forever grateful of Ed 

Long’s leadership, fun loving personality, and the fact that he had us 

HOOKED UP all week long!  

Don Bennett, Bible message 

Stephanie Martinez, crafts 

Emily Tan, crafts 

Jen Roderfer, crafts 

Lida Bennett, kitchen 

Carol Tangerone, kitchen 

Holly Bishop, welcome/kitchen 

Julie Laursen, welcome/kitchen 

Ann Wortman,welcome/kitchen 

Shaun Hartsell, coolest & most                 

supportive Pastor ever! 
 

Also, thank you to all that            

donated money, supplies & 

McDonalds toys!  

 

Finally, a HUGE thank you goes 

out to Exploration Martial Arts 

for performing  Thursday night!  

WE LOVE YOU!!!! 


