
PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

j a n u a ry  &  

f e b r u a ry  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
4th 

Libby Norman 
5th 

Maggy Norman 
6th 

Jerry Tribble 
9th 

Dan Brenneman 
13th 

Tony Mercer 
16th 

Charla Henderson 
18th 

John Milone 
21st  

Jane Carter 
23rd 

Dorry Clevenger 
25th  

Graham Arringrton 
28th 

Justin Bennett 
30th  

Joseph Shelton 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th  
Shaun & Melissa Hartsell, 5 years 

11th 
Dan & Jennifer Brenneman, 17 years 

14th 
Larry & Peggy Becker, 52 years 

19th  
Graham & Jutta Arrington, 53 years 

Ray & Dee Vincent, 12 years 
29th  

John & Ann Mathison, 19 years 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Stephanie Anderson & 
 David Singleton 

4th 
Jim Dayvault 

6th 
Shannon Thornton 

7th 
Diana Long & Carol Tangarone 

8th 
Adele Johnson 

11th 
Jane Becker 

12th 
Lynn Harrison 

13th  
Kayla Bakhshi 

16th  
Breanna Hubbard & Cathy Swann 

18th   
Dick Martin & Rory Meyer 

21st  
Alexis Baugher 

22nd  
Art Fulmer & Ann Mathison 

24th  
Betty Mater 

25th  
Rusty Adams 

27th   
Larry Clevenger & Carol Greben 

28th   
Mary Kessler 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
3rd  

Todd & Cheri Maxwell, 18 years 
6th 

Dr. Bradley & Vangie Tan, 25 years 
24th 

Eric & Kathy Chartier, 34 years 
25th 

Harry & Jill Wolfersberger, 29 years 

S t a r t i n g 

J a n u a r y 

6th, we 

will begin 

a new 

s e r m o n 

s e r i e s 

e n t i t l e d , 

“Going to the Next Level.” We will 

explore radical hospitality, passionate 

w o r s h i p ,  i n t e n t i o n a l  f a i t h 

development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity. 

This series was inspired by a recent 

speaker at the Tampa Bay Presbytery 

leadership seminar. Author Robert 

Schnase coined these phrases in his 

book, “Five Practices”.  We hope you 

will join us as we attempt to take it to 

the next level!  

New Sermon Series 

January 2013 

A Word From Pastor Shaun 

I’ve heard some great feedback and some                    
not-so-great feedback on the creative things we 
attempt in worship. From the Money Man, 
Portion Police, Cast of Christmas, Pews 
Brothers, and Elf on the Shelf, I attempt to mix– 
up ideas in church. Why? Shaun’s personal 
ministry philosophy: “A spoon full of sugar helps 

the medicine go down.” I have found in my short-lived 
ministry experiences (12+ years) that laughter or emotional 
connections often soften the barriers in our hearts in ways 
that allow the gospel to take root. I truly feel that people will 
receive when they’ve laughed or cried. I also believe that 
Sunday mornings are not just for mature believers, but for 
those looking to connect and explore whether this Jesus thing 
is worth trusting. Christ often used commonly known 
elements and behaviors to explain the Kingdom of Heaven. I 
try the same with good or not-so-good results. But I try...and 
will keep trying because I see positive responses. A family 
connected to our church in Illinois and kept watching every 
clip we posted online because their kids were ecstatic about   
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Jeff’s Elf on the Shelf. A four year old dragged her 
family to church every Sunday in December 
because she couldn’t wait to see Jeff dressed up. 
“But some of your ideas have nothing to do with 
God,” was one critique. I know. I’ve redeemed them 
for God and the building of His Kingdom. If these 
weird shenanigans are difficult to embrace in 
worship, my suggestion is to consider the children 
and their frequent disconnect with church worship 
services. Then we all remembered Jesus’ words, 
“Let the children come to me!”    

Pastor’s Article Continued … 

SENIOR MINISTRY 

 

GAME NIGHT: Friday, January 11th, 7:00pm  
in the church sanctuary  

 

MONTHLY LUNCHEON: Wednesday, January 16th, 1:00pm 
Olive Garden (off of Harden Blvd) 

 

Questions? Contact Diana Sprague: 863.619.5485 

The Bedenbaughs 
(pronounced “beads 
and bows”) joined our 
church during a  
contemporary service 
in the month of 
December.  Ryan and 
Crystal have been 
married for 17 years 
and are Nat ive 
Floridians.  They have 
two boys, Brady and 
Cole.  Ryan sells cars 
and Crystal works for 
S o u t h e a s t e r n 
University as an 
assistant professor in 

Mathematics with a PhD in pathogenic microbiology.  They live 
in Bartow and we are so happy to have this great family join 
our church!  

Worship Arts  

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
dedicated a poinsettia that beautified our 
sanctuary during Advent and Christmas. 
Our young children, led by Pastor Shaun, 
Ashley Lee, and of course the ever 
present Elf, did a fabulous job with the 

Living Nativity and Children’s Choir at our family 
Christmas Eve service. At our Communion 
Christmas Eve service, Ashley Lee and Emily Tan 
provided a  flute duet of Christmas carols that was 
both beautiful and inspiring.  
 
As we concluded the initial four-month trial period of 
the contemporary service, WA and Session spent a 
considerable amount of time evaluating the service. 
We also reviewed whether the scheduling time for 
Sunday School and two worship services were 
accommodating the needs of the congregation. We 
have seen a small increase in numbers but realize 
that to sustain the contemporary service, our 
attendance must significantly grow. The overall 
consensus at this time is that the trial period was not 
long enough and it is the suggestion of the Session 
that we continue the contemporary service until later 
this spring before making a final decision. On a 
positive note, we have been reaching new families 
from our preschool and people are noticing our sign 
as they drive by the church!  

The modulars have arrived! Despite the “look”, 

these new spaces will be a stepping stone for the 

growth of our ministries. Did you know that our 

Preschool has already filled their new space 

(formerly the Pathfinders/Lifeline rooms)? Even 

though the modulars are temporary, we intend to 

beautify them as much as possible with skirting at 

the bottom, bushes and palms around the base, and 

a possible deck in between that can be used. The 

church extends a tremendous appreciation to the 

Growth Task Team that excessively labored to 

make our expansion happen!  

Our New Modular Units—

An Update 

Also, we not have two 
baristas brewing specialty 
c o f f e e s  f o r  o u r 
contemporary service!  
 
Ash W ednesday is 
February 13th and we will 
be hosting a “Soup N’ 
Salad” supper for the 
congregation prior to the 
worship service. Please 
mark your calendars for the 
13th; more information will 
be forthcoming on the time 
of the dinner and service.  

Worship Arts continued … 

Wednesday Specials 
 

Thr3e Wise Men  
Idea Brewing Co. 
 

$2 Variety of Ideas for fun & 
   Fellowship on tap 
$4 Made from Scratch 
   Projects 
$6 Mouth Watering Studies 
$8 Hearty ministry initiatives 
 

Contact Dan Brenneman, 

Scott Erickson, or Eric 

Phillips to contribute your 

“brew” to the menu of Men’s 

Ministry  activities.  

BEDENBAUGH   FAM 
THE 



The holidays have flown by and we 
are excited about what 2013 has in 
store for the preschool!  
 

Our second annual Breakfast with Santa was 
a success! Parents were able to have 
breakfast with their child and were entertained 
by our VPK Christmas Carolers. The children 
had a chance to visit with Santa and have 
their picture taken.  
 
The preschool staff had their annual 
Christmas party where they had a chance to 
relax, enjoy dinner, and have some fun with 
white elephant gifts. Our teachers are who 
makes the preschool what it is and we are 
blessed with an awesome group of ladies! 
Check out the new jackets they were given at 
the party! 

 
 

We are excited that PCH is growing and serving 
more families! The expansion of the youth 
programs to the new modular buildings will also 
allow the preschool to add an additional room.  
Beginning in January, here is how we plan to use 
the former “Lifeline” student ministry room: 
 
 The part-time preschool program  
 Childcare provided for the MOMS’ Wednesday 

morning group will be in this room  
 This room will also be available for church 

nursery use  
 
Our new room is capable of accommodating more 
children and multi-ages. The room currently used 
for the part-time program will become an 
additional two’s room to help alleviate the waiting 
list for this age group.  

 

Julie Laursen 
Preschool Director 

The Biggest Loser 

is sooooo 2012... 
Well...on the heals of another 
blessed Holiday Season, you 
may find you are not alone in 
making trying to lose a couple 
pounds one of your new years 
resolutions!  But at a time when 
everyone is focused on 
losing...what if we  changed our focus to 
gaining...spiritually, of course!  We may wish to 
continue some of the momentum gained from the 
recent Advent Season. Our Sunday School classes 
and small group studies will be starting back up 
around the 2nd week in January, providing 
opportunities for you to gain (spiritual) weight in all 
that RIGHT places! Regardless of your interest, we 
have something for everyone and are always happy 
to accept newcomers! 
 
*Present Word & Growing Word Sunday School* 

*Women’s Bible Studies/Small Groups* 
*Men’s Bible Studies/Small Groups* 

*Co-Ed Small Groups* 
*Working Women’s Small Group* 

***NEW!! “PASTOR’S MASTERS” SERIES*** 
 

Call the church office (863)646-3121 or contact Eric 
Phillips, (863)559-7372 or ericdmp@earthlink.net, to 
sign-up today...because who really wants to be the 
biggest loser?  

The Vision Task Team 

continues to prayerfully 

assess PCH and God’s 

purpose for our collective 

Church Body. We have 

discussed some of our 

own leadership traits as 

well as everyday life here 

at PCH. We’ve identified 

VISION TEAM 

UPDATE 

We have also turned to evaluate our  

external environment. Local demographic                   

data are currently being studied by the team to 

gain insight into the communities surrounding  us 

as well as unique behavioral trends in South 

Lakeland. Task Team members will continue to 

meet January 9th & 16th. If you have any input 

for the team, please see any team member.  
 

Please continue to keep our team in prayer: 

Dr. Nancy Kahain (Tampa Bay Presbytery), 

Pastor Shaun Hartsell, Donald Bennett, Holly 

Bishop, Dan Brenneman, Lynn Schindler, Ann 

Wortman, Deborah Haldane, and Eric Phillips.  

 

 Warm hospitality 

 Rally for a cause & bond  

 Sincere interest and concern for 

one another 

 Good sense of humor 

some strengths of PCH including 

(but not limited to): 

    

STARTING  JANUARY 16TH 

The Pastor will be teaching a series on Master’s 
Level courses starting on Wednesday evenings 
(6:45pm-7:45pm) at Tijuana Flats in Lake Miriam 
Plaza.  
 

 Yes, it covers material most people don’t know  
 Yes, it may be over your head 
 Yes, there is childcare at the church  
 Yes, you can eat dinner at the same time 
 

The purpose of this group is to provide mature 
believers, seekers, & doubters with meat to gnaw 
on as well as a safe place to ask the difficult 
questions. Bonus! The last 15 min of each meeting 
will be spent playing “Stump the Pastor!” 



Join this needs driven 
group that is open to 
any woman with a 
preschool age or 
younger child! We 

meet on Wednesdays from 9:30am—11:30am and 
childcare is provided.  

 
What’s coming 
up in January? 
Cross stitch 
i n s t r u c t i o n , 
“what’s in the 
trunk” and the 
answer to “the 
six o’c lock 
scramble”… 
Menu planning! 
Contact Donna 

Phillips (863.607.4562) or Helen Vogt 
(863.647.1321) for more info or with questions.  

PW Brunch & 
General Meeting 

Learn more  

about the 

“smilepack” 

ministry on 

1/12/13 

 
Mark your calendars for 

Saturday, January 12th, at 
9:30am.  Did you know that 

37,300 students in Polk 
County live in poverty? For 

100s of children school lunch 
on Friday is the last meal 
they will eat until school 

breakfast on Monday! Linda 
Spaulding, speaker from 

Levite Ministry will share how 
you can make a difference 

for starving children 
throughout our county. ALL 

women are invited and 
childcare will be provided.  

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 

 Wednesday Night Bible Study will resume Wednesday, 
January 9th, from 6:30pm—8:00pm, in the library.                    
Messages from Joyce Meyer’s Everyday Living series will 
begin the new year. All women are welcome and childcare 
is provided.  

 Friday Morning Circle will be held on Friday, January 18th 
at 10:00am. Carole Schroth will be the hostess and Betty 
Mater will be the lesson leader. We will study the fifth                
lesson in “Living Stones”. Contact Carole for more details.  

 A Vice-Moderator for Presbyterian Women is needed 
for a one-year term. You are invited to learn more about 
PW. Contact Helen Vogt for more details!  

 

Student Ministry  

M i d H i  &  S r H i 
students...get ready to 
ROCK this new year! 
Winter Jam 2013 will 
be at the USF 
Sundome on Saturday, 

January 12th, from 4:00pm—10:00pm. 
Students 6th—12th grade are invited to meet 
at the church to car pool for a night of concerts 
featuring Toby Mac, Red, and more! We will 
eat dinner before heading to the Sundome so 
you need $10 cash for the event and money 
for dinner at a fast food joint. To sign-up and 
for more information, call the church office 
(863.646.3121 or email Jeff Davis at 
cedirector@pchighlands.com.  

Pathfinders : 
January we go on an adventure with Moses through 
the eyes of the fun loving animals of Madagascar 2! 
Children K-5th grade get ready for Wed nights, 
6:30pm—8:00pm. Remember, if you bring a friend 
who has never been to Pathfinders with you, you will 
both receive a special treat.  
 

Epic: As the school bells ring to 

start the new year, we  get cuddly with 
King Kong! Middle School students 
who have ever felt misunderstood will 
fit in with US this month, Fridays, 
4:00pm-5:30pm. If you bring a friend to 
Epic for the first time, you and your 
friend will get a free gift!  
 
 

: Have you ever noticed a different 
color of ink in the Bible? There are times when the 
Bible ink becomes RED. Those RED letters are 
when Jesus speaks. We are taking a look at those 
RED letters through the telescope of the Wild West! 
Students in 9th – 12th grade, saddle up your horses, 
tighten your belt buckle, and hang on for a wild ride 
each Wed from 6:30pm—8:00pm!                          

Following the holiday season, moms 
and dads you deserve a break! There 
will be a Parents Night Out event on 
January 2nd, from 6:00pm—8:00pm, at 
the Family Fun Center (we will carpool 
together from the church) and the cost is 
only $5 per child! All children, ages 4 
years through 5th grade, are eligible to 
participate! To register your child, 
contact Jeff Davis, our Director of 
C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n : 
cedirector@pchighlands.com.  

NEED A BREAK?  
PARENT’S NIGHT OUT.                            

YEAH. WE  SAID IT.                                

6:30PM-8:00PM                                          

WED, JAN 2
ND  

                                      

Jeff Davis 
C.E. Director 

College & Career                     
C o n n e c t  G r o u p 

Wednesday nights, 
from 8:00pm—9:00pm  

 

 

Lake Miriam Starbucks  
Drinks & Devos—bring a 
new friend & both of your 

drinks are FREE!!! 

MidHi & SrHi Student Ministry Outing 
AMF Lanes—S. Fl. Ave. 
Wednesday, Jan 2nd, 6:30pm—8:00pm 

$5 per student  Contact Jeff Davis for more info. 


