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J A N U A R Y  &  

F E B R U A R Y  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
4th 

Libby Norman 

5th 
Maggy Norman 

6th 
Jerry Tribble 

9th 
Dan Brenneman 

13th 
Tony Mercer 

16th 
Charla Henderson 

18th 
John Milone 

23rd 
Dorry Clevenger 

25th 
Graham Arrington 

28th 
Justin Bennett 

30th 
Joseph Shelton 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th 
Shaun & Melissa Hartsell, 4 years 

 

11th 
Dan & Jennifer Brenneman, 16 years 

13th 
Jack & Bev Thompson, 61 years 

14th 
Larry & Peggy Becker, 51 years 

19th 
Graham & Jutta Arrington, 52 years 

Ray & Dee Vincent, 11 years 
29th 

John & Ann Mathison, 18 years 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

David Singleton &  
Stephanie Anderson 

4th 
Jim Dayvault 

6th 
Shannon Thornton 

7th 
Diana Long & Carol Tangarone 

8th 
Adele Johnson 

11th 
Jane Becker 

12th 
Lynn Harrison 

13th 
Kayla Bakhshi 

16th 
Cathy Swann 

18th 
Rory Meyer 

21st 
Alexis Baugher 

22nd 
Ann Mathison & Art Fulmer 

24th 
Betty Mater 

25th 
Rusty Adams 

27th 
Larry Clevenger 

28th 
Mary Kessler 

W a r m  
B i r t h d a y  &  

A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  
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reduce the 2012 budget to adhere to 
the expected giving of  the                               
congregation.  If you have not turned 
in a pledge card, please do so right 
away.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of January,  I will 
begin a seven week sermon series 
entit led “Extreme Makeover:             
Transformed by God”.  This series 
focuses on the seven deadly sins. It is 
my desire that as we strive to hold 
ourselves accountable for our resolu-
tions made for 2012, you will each 
find personal relevance in these           

topics. Join me in this study of 

God’s word and how it                

pertains to each of  our lives 

and goals for the year 

ahead.  

Strengthen your faith 

The Highlands Herald 
Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

“Bringing People Into the Family of God” 

 

Advent has come and gone.  For 
those who are not connected to the 
internet, I will try to make a DVD 
capturing the Advent Dramas as 
well as the children‟s choir and 
adult choir Christmas Programs. 
 
At the beginning of a New Year we 
must have a heart of gratitude for 
all the benefits we have received 
from the Lord. We must be grateful 
for the past and realize it is purely 
the grace and mercy of God that has 
sustained us so far.  January marks 
the time in the church that we finish 
the 2012 budget and present it to 
the congregation. The pledged 
amount from our Stewardship             
Season did not produce what we 
had hoped overall.  Therefore, your 
Elders are working diligently to                

A Word From the Pastor 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

2008: I will get my weight down below 
 180 pounds. 
2009: I will follow my new diet 
 religiously until I get below 
 200 pounds. 
2010: I will develop a realistic attitude 
 about my weight. 
2011: I will work out 3 days a week. 
2012: I will try to drive past a gym at 
 least once a week. 

Dieting New Year’s Resolutions 

A New Year Prayer for the Elderly 
God, grant me the senility to forget the people I 
never liked anyway, 
The good fortune to run into the ones that I do,  
And the eyesight to tell the difference. 

A New Year Prayer 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3rd   
Todd & Cheri Maxwell, 17 years 

 

24th 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Chartier, 33years 

25th 
Harry & Jill Wolfersberger, 28 years 

 



On the Seven
th

 Day 

Shaping our lives through prayer 
 
 

As we begin the Christian year with the First 
Sunday of Advent, we begin a practice as a 
Presbytery to intentionally shape our lives 
with the practice of prayer.  
 
Through November 2012, on the seventh 
day of each month, Tampa Bay Presbyters 
are invited to gather for the purpose of 
prayer, a simple lunch, and genuine fellow-
ship as we hear the call of Grace in our lives 
and long to go deeper.  
 
On the Seventh Day offers an opportunity 
for the entire Presbytery to connect with the 
Source of Life, deepen our communal rela-
tionship with God, and enjoy the fruits of 
our common life together as a Presbytery.  
 
In order to make adequate preparations for 
the simple lunch provided to all presbyters 
attending On the Seventh Day, please call 
the Presbytery office with your RSVP:     
 

(813)868-4800, by 12 noon, on or before the 
fourth of each month. Invite a friend and 
grow the grace where you live!  
 
On the Seventh Day 
A Monthly Meal + Prayer to Share 
12 noon—1:30pm * 
 

 On the Seventh Day: January 
        Saturday, January 7 
        Forest Hills PC, Tampa 

 On the Seventh Day: February 
        Tuesday, February 7 
        Church on the Bayou, Tarpon Springs 
 

Love in a Bowl 

“A merry heart does good  

like medicine” - Proverbs 22:17 

 
Love in a Bowl, our 
PCH soup ministry, 
has steadily                   
increased since its 
beginning. We 
started out by              
preparing 35                     

containers and are now handing out over 
75 on the first Sunday of the month!  
 
People are really enjoying the soup, thanks 
to great recipes from Diana Sprague! Our            
congregation is not only taking some soup 
to nourish the bodies of their own families, 
but also to nourish the bodies and souls of 
neighbors and shut-ins. Thank you Lord 
for helping us to see the needs of others!  
 
We are receiving wonderful feedback on 
this ministry, and based off of that feed-
back, we have decided to limit the menu to 
4 or 5 recipes; this means we will have a 
different soup for each Sunday in the quar-
ter. If it was up to me (Diana Long), I 
would make the same recipe every month 
once I learned to make it, since most of you 
know I am not a cook!   
 
Soup is prepared the last Friday of the 
month for anyone who would like to               
volunteer. Your donations are appreciated.  

Mission Trip: 
Dominican Republic 
 

 

It is time to get serious about this 

summer’s mission trip to Jimani, 

Dominican Republic (June 30th—

July 7th, 2012). You are invited to an 

informational meeting on Tuesday, 

January 10th, at 6:30pm. This meeting 

will take place in 

the Pathfinder’s 

Room (located in 

th e  pr e sch o ol 

building).  

 

John & Rhonda 

Hanley, missionar-

ies for Chadasha will be here to           pro-

vide information and inspiration about 

their work and what we can do this sum-

mer to make a difference in  the lives of 

others. At                Chadasha, we believe 

God has called us into a ministry that 

brings new life, new hope and a news song 

to a people that have endured much suffer-

ing. We have been blessed to witness His 

new works, new mercies and new miracles 

among the people of Haiti and the Domini-

can Republic. We invite you to join in His 

work with us. The upcoming January 10th 

meeting will include dinner; please contact 

Julie Laursen in the preschool if you would 

like to bring something.  

 

You are encouraged to attend the meeting, 

ask questions, review the information, and 

most importantly pray for God to lead you to 

a decision about being a part of the first PCH 

stand-alone mission trip this summer. If you 

plan to go on the trip, a commitment and 

$200 deposit is due February 5, 2012. If you 

do not go on the trip, financial support for 

others is a way for you to be a vital part of 

this mission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mission of the Month: 
Baby Bottle Campaign 
There is still time to make some change 
in the life of an unborn child! The               
featured mission of the month for                  
January is the non-profit resource 
& medical help center for pregnant 
women, A Woman’s Choice.  
 
Throughout the month, there will be 
empty baby bottles located in the           
narthex. Help fill a bottle with your loose 
change, spare cash, or a check, and              
support a ministry and support a minis-
try that provides pregnant women with 
an alternative to abortion. A Woman‟s 
Choice offers free services and therefore 
relies heavily on donations like ours.  
 
This is a mission that every member of 
the family can participate in! So fill up 
those bottles and return them to the 
church before the end of the month. If 
you have any questions regarding the 
campaign, contact Ann Wortman.  

as we gather

missions update

Men’s Ministry 
With the men of PCH having fully recovered from their Thanksgiving Turkey/

Tryptophan slumber, our gaze quickly turned to carving the Who-ville Roast 

Beast at Christmas! Before the great feast of eats, treats, and Christmas gifts, the 

men provided parking services for the annual Preschool Christmas program by 

reflecting the season of preparation and appreciation for Christ‟s coming...the 

men‟s efforts were highlighted by their formal attire (parking vests & Santa hats, 

of course!) along with the continued streak of no one being hit by a motorized 

vehicle! Nice work guys! Finally, Stephanie Anderson‟s daughter, Bella, was 

spotted assisting the guys with directing traffic...many eye-witnesses actually 

reported that Bella was filling a much needed supervisory role due to the multi-

ple light saber sword fights that kept breaking out. The New Year will surely 

bring about new opportunities for this bunch to fellowship, serve their PCH          

family, and yes, most assuredly partake of more grand meals featuring the Roast 

Beast! 

 

Young Adults Small Group 
Our group is resuming the study of Chip Ingram‟s Balancing Life‟s Demands on 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012. Putting first things first and keeping first things 

first have been a recent emphasis of the discussion. Personal discipline and  

dealing with the rat race will close our study in the coming weeks. Contact Eric              

Phillips at ericdmp@earthlink.net with questions concerning this small group. 
 

 

 

 

 

All women, ages 18+, are invited to participate in small groups on Wednesday evenings.   
 
Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study: Resumes meeting on January 4th, 6:30pm, & continuing our study of Beatitudes. 
 
Working Women’s Small Group: Resumes meeting on January 11th, 6:30pm, at Lakeside Village Crispers. Contact Ann Wortman 
for additional information . 

Adult Ministries 

PCH+ Senior Ministry 

ourcommunity

 

 

Game Night 
 

The January PCH+ (Senior Ministry) monthly game night 
will resume on Friday, January 13th, from 7:00pm—
9:00pm, at the church. Our game will be “bananagrams”. 
Bananagrams is a unique word game where players use 
tiles to create words crossword style. Please snack to share 
and a friend. Childcare will be provided.  

Women 

Dan Brenneman 

Director of Adult Ministries 

www.chadasha.org  

Luncheon 

 

This month, we invite  you to join us at Reececliff, a                 
Lakeland family tradition since 1934.  The PCH+ luncheon 
will be held at the longest running restaurant in Lakeland  
on Weds Jan. 18th, 1:00pm. Reececliff Family Diner is    
located at 920 S. Florida Ave.. Please signup on the PCH+ 
bulletin board by Sunday, January 15th. 



PCH Annual Yard Sale 

  

This year‟s annual yard sale is scheduled for Saturday, March 3, 2012. As you 

may know, this is a big event for the church and all proceeds from this sale fur-

nish supplies for the kitchen as well as additional things. Our hope is that this 

year we will have enough earnings to purchase a freezer, if all goes well.  

 

January brings a time of packing Christmas supplies away and preparing for 

spring cleaning. As you do, please remember to start your stack for donations to 

the PCH yard sale.  

  
All donations are welcome and we can even schedule 

pick-ups for the week before the sale.  

  
It is important to note, we do not have the space to store donations prior to the 

week before the sale.  

 

Volunteers are also needed to assist with set-up, pricing, and receiving of items 

before Saturday, March 3rd. Volunteers are also needed the day of the sale to 

sell, help with purchase carry-outs, and parking.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Diana Long: (863)644-5568.  

  

upcomingevents 

Maintenance news 
 

 

 

 

If you are reading this, my services have been retained for another year and… 

 

It is with a heart of humble service that I will continue to maintain and improve the 

cleanliness of our facility. I plan to help the Preschool to set the standards for child 

safety rather than to just meet existing industry  standards.  

 

With my increased knowledge of the “workings” of our facility, it will be my great 

pleasure to stand between you and any unnecessary, but potentially unscrupulous, 

contractors that may not have our best interest at heart. I won’t let you down!  

Shannon Thornton 

Facilities Coordinator  

December was a busy & joyous month celebrating the 
birth of our Savior. Our Children‟s Choir performed a Christmas melody 
during the Children‟s moment one Sunday morning.  

 
 
 

 

 

Santa made a special visit to the preschool! While parents 

were enjoying a pancake breakfast with their child, Santa  & his elves came to 
bring Christmas greetings. 
 

Our VPK classes performed beautifully for their parents 
& special guests at our third annual VPK Christmas             
Program. This provided an opportunity for PCH members to meet some of 

our preschool families (see first three pictures below). Thank you to our men’s 
group for assisting with parking and to the women’s group for coordinating re-
freshments.  
 

Our Alligator’s Class held a party for their parents. At this 

event the children sang and decorated cookies with their parents as part of our  
Christmas celebration (see last picture at bottom). 

 

Thank You!   

 

Our appreciation goes out to the MOMs group for help-
ing prepare the delicious  breakfast for our pancakes with 
Santa. We also express our gratitude to the Women‟s and 
Men‟s groups for assisting with the VPK Christmas             
Program. The Women‟s Group coordinated refreshments 
and  the Men‟s Group helped with parking . 

Julie Laursen 

Preschool Director 

preschoolnews

Monthly Focus 

 

As we settle in for the New Year & our winter season, we 
will be learning about cold & winter through our lesson 
plans, activities, and Bible study. 

Bible Verses  
 

 God made the winter (Psalm 74:17) 

 God sends the snow (Psalm 147:16) 

 Love one another (1 John 4:7) 

 Samuel‟s mother made warm clothes (1 Samuel 2-3) 



 

Taina Julia, Children’s Ministry Intern 

 

 

 

 

 

Building relationships 
My first few weeks in Florida has been a 
tumultuous journey, to say the least.                 

Between finding a place to stay, trying to 

find gainful employment, and trying to rec-
oncile our emotions following a cross-

country move, we have finally settled down 

in the lovely south side of Lakeland, only a 
mile away from PCH! 

 

My first venture into the Lifeline high school 
ministry was not untimely as Jeff was just 

going into surgery. Yet, I used the opportu-

nity to throw myself completely into the fold. 

Since our time at Chilis, Anchor House, and 

two Sunday School sessions, I have placed a 

heavy emphasis on the relational aspect of 
being in a part of a youth group.  

 

Any ministry that I become associated with, 

I try and make relationship building one of 
the, if not the most important aspects of the 

ministry.  In my experience, the building up of 

relationships with others is idyllic to a build-
ing up of a relationship with Christ. In Sunday 

School in particular, I am placing a heavy             

emphasis on Biblical study. For example, one 
of my students asks, how to love someone in a 

certain situation where love seems difficult to 

display. To which 1 Corinthians 13 seemed like 
a valid response. Critical thinking and open 

discussion can only go so far in this regard, 

until the Bible is needed to see what God‟s 
word says on a particular subject. Join us to 

see what God has to say about your 

life...Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm.  
 

 

 

 

 

In our life, we have to go through a continuous 
journey where we need to make the best deci-

sions. Like how do you decide what you will 

achieve in life? How are you going to treat 
others? And how are you going to fight              

invading wolves and other creatures under 
the white witches‟ control? Starting this New 

Year, Epic will be looking at the Chronicles of 

Narnia and comparing the intense battles of 
Narnia to our journey in the ministry. Middle 

school students will be led by Aslan the Lion 

to learn more about how to fight the wicked 
forces while learning more about the Holy 

Bible.  

 
We will have free candy, soda, chips 

and games to  play. Middle School Stu-

dents will train from 4:00—5:30pm, 
each Friday in January, as we learn to 

fight off both the White Witch and           

Caspian’s family, who intended to de-
plete the good in Narnia.  

 

  

The PW Brunch 

G a t h e r i n g 

Brunch, which 

will be held on 

Saturday, January 

14th, at 9:30am, at 

the church. All 

women of the church 

(ages 18+) and their 

guests are invited. 

Our program is 

“What Can Robotic 

Therapy Do for Me?”. The presentation will 

be given by Mike Ryan, owner and physical 

therapist at “Leading Edge”. Mike will be 

bringing a robotic unit to demonstrate.  

The hostesses for the event will be the 

Wednesday evening Bible study group. 

Childcare will b e provided.  

 

Soup’s On!  

PW will host a soup luncheon on           

Sunday, January 29th, following the 

worship service.  Everyone is invited to 

attend this family event & we encourage you 

to invite friends to worship & lunch with you 

on this day. 

 

Tickets are only $6.00 for adults and $3.00 

for children. Our soup choices will be ham 

„n‟ bean or chunky chicken. Corn bread, cole-

slaw, dessert, and a beverage will accompany 

the soup.  

 

Proceeds from the luncheon will go to the 

Pat Miller Fund. This fund will be used to 

help women that need assistance in            

attending presbytery, synod, and church-

world wide PW events.  

 

Please help make this event a success by 

purchasing a ticket and enjoying a                   

delicious lunch with your family! This is 

the same day as our congregational 

meeting following worship. So stay for 

some brief talk about the budget and 

then...eat soup with family & friends!  

 

Circle News 

Circle of Friends will meet at the church 

for Bible study on Monday, January 10th, 

at 7:00pm. 

 

Friday AM Circle will meet at the home 

of Eubie Foust (4604 Valley View Drive 

West, Lakeland) on Friday, January 20th, 

at 9:30am. Norma Gribble will be the 

lesson leader.  

 

student ministry

Presbyterian Women 

Jeff Davis 

Director of Christian Ed 

 

 

 

 

Meeting on Wednesdays, 9:00am—11:00am 

  

Moms Offering Mutual Support, invites mothers of all preschool age children to 

join us in the preschool building once a week . Start your new year with                     

fellowship, laughter, and “me” time. MOMS enjoyed a Christmas brunch/tea at 

the home of Aimee  Holzer on December 14th. With an angel theme, Aimee so 

graciously made the morning special for all of us. This was an end to our 2011 

events and we are looking forward to 2012. We are a needs driven group of                      

preschool moms so please join us any Wednesday morning.  

  

 

Helen Vogt 
MOMS leader 

Worship Arts news 
Thank you to the Chartier, Becker, Anderson, Vogt, & Haldane families for lighting the 

Advent candles and providing the readings to enhance our worship each Sunday during 

Advent. We also want to thank all the individuals who purchased poinsettias to decorate 

our sanctuary in December. We thank God for the birth of Jesus who came to provide our 

redemption.  

 

The Children‟s Choir, Chancel Choir, Praise Team, and Bell Choir provided outstanding 

music during Advent and Christmas. We thank Tony and Trish for their dedication to 

these faithful choir members. They all work together to provide a worship experience that 

truly glorifies God through music.  

 

If you would like to serve as an usher and greeter on Sunday mornings in 2012, please let 

Lynn Schindler know so we can select appropriate dates for you. Individuals serve for an 

entire month, although there are substitutes available should you be unavailable on any 

given Sunday during the month you are scheduled to serve.  

 

There are still many dates available on the 2012 flower calendar. The sign-up sheet for 

Sunday morning flowers is posted on the bulletin board near the kitchen. There is also an 

order form in every Sunday worship bulletin. The cost is $25 and you may take the ar-

rangement home after the service.  

Our traditional Ash Wednesday soup and salad supper will be hosted prior to the service 

on February 22. Please make plans to join us that evening.  

Tina Mosley 
Elder of Worship Arts 

Lynn Schindler 
Elder of Worship Arts 

Derek Guibert 

SrHi Ministry Intern 

Travis Rentz 
Middle School Ministry Intern 

College & Elementary 

Ministries 

Wednesdays  

6:30pm-8:00pm 


