
 

 
OUR PURPOSE 

Our purpose is to bring people into the fellowship of God’s family, 
help them to grow spiritually mature, 

Prepare them for service, and equip them to share their faith, 
So that God is glorified through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
 



   

WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES AT 9:00 A.M. 

                                  BLENDED SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.       

        THE SERVICE IS FOLLOWED WITH AN OPPORTUNTIY FOR FELLOWSHIP 

  My last summer job before I graduated college was at a Christian Wilderness  
  Ministry called Confrontation Point Ministries in Tennessee.  I was a wilderness  
  coordinator that led church groups through a week in the wilderness.  One of the  
  first things I had to learn on the job was how to deal with garbage. We learned very  
  quickly that if we just let it sit there, it would begin to stink up our lives. It would 

invite all sorts of pests. It would make our lives unpleasant in a variety of ways. So, as 
a matter of regular discipline, we had to pack it up, load it in our van, and take it           
to the dump. We had to get rid of it. 

Of course, there is more than one kind of garbage. The kind of garbage we put into our trash cans is 
relatively easy to discard. It just takes some planning, some effort. When we work at it, it is gone. 
But there is another kind of garbage that is more difficult to manage. It is the garbage of the past. A 
great many people have never learned how to deal with yesterday. Instead of looking to the future 
with hope, excitement, and positive expectation, they are bogged down in the past. They feel guilty 
about this. They are hurting over that. They are disappointed that they didn't do the other. They are 
bitter over the way they were treated. For so many people, the past is like a heavy weight around our 
necks, holding us back from the good future that God intends. 

Surely we understand that God does not intend for us to live like that. Our God is not a God of the 
past, but of the future. Our God is One who says again and again, "Behold, I am doing a new 
thing." "If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold everything is 
new!" Listen, I am sure of this: whatever is hurting you, whatever is holding you back, whatever is 
keeping you from the fullest possible experience of life, God wants to gather it up, and like some 
conscientious garbage collector, take it away so it will never bother you again. That is the kind of 
God we celebrate in 2011! 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
Pastor 

 

                         

           Experimenting with Chancel Changes: 
 

PCH is trying an 8 week experiment to the chancel (Music & Pulpit area) in the 
sanctuary as well as the Order of Worship.  Beginning Sunday, January 9, you 
might notice a few differences.  This experiment is for the purpose of helping the 
flow of worship and movement in the services.  If, after 8 weeks, the majority of 
the congregation does not like the changes, then the chancel will return to its pre-
vious setup.  To ensure a healthy flow of information, please notify the church 
office of your strong approval or disapproval in a constructive fashion.   

Shaun 



 

Elder Recognition 
It is with a bittersweet heart that we say farewell to Elders Jeff Sprague, Deborah 
Haldane, & Dan Brenneman as they roll off  Session.  We thank them for their 
years of service and dedication in this church as elders.  Even though they be-
come inactive elders, they will still remain as elders for life.  We enthusiastically 

welcome Tina Mosley, Jack Vogt, Andy Norman, and Lynn Schindler to Ses-
sion.  Tina and Lynn will head up our Worship Arts Team.  Jack will join Donald 
Bennett as Elder for Facilities and Grounds.  Andy Norman will join Stephanie 
Martinez as Elder for Spiritual Growth. Being an Elder is both a gift and a com-
mitment, an offering and a responsibility.   

 

                                                In Loving Memory of Pat Miller 
    One cannot think of Pat Miller without thinking of butterflies.  

      She had a butterfly garden in her backyard, and throughout her house there 
were objects with butterfly designs in everything from dishes, to linens, 
to lovely items in her étagère. Being familiar with caterpillars and butter-

flies, she was no stranger to new life. Now Pat Miller has entered a newer 
and better life. PCH lost one of its charter members when Pat Miller 

passed away this fall. An elder and at one time Clerk of Session, she more 
recently was active in the morning circle and Holy Rollers and could always be 

counted on for excellent baked goods when needed. One could also always 
count on Pat’s saying hello with a warm, welcoming smile, making us feel she was 
genuinely glad to see us. We miss her smile. We knew in which row to find her, 

and her friends miss her there, as do we all. One always knew 
where her heart was: it was with the church, its mission, and 

its congregation. And our hearts will always be with Pat.  

                             Welcome Snow Birds!   
We are delighted that you are joining us once again.  We hope to meet your spiritual 
needs as well as provide you with opportunities for fun and fellowship.  If your contact 
information has changed, please update our office so that we can keep you informed of 
new or upcoming events.  Please know that you are welcome and invited to attend our 
Sunday School hour as well as our Wednesday night small groups.  PCH+, our senior 

ministry, is also a fun, energetic group that might draw your attention.  We hope to connect you with 
your church family as you soak up the Florida sun.  Also, please consider joining us as Affiliate Mem-
bers where you retain your membership back home, but also become members with us. 

Tina Mosley 

Andy Norman 
 

Lynn Schindler 
 

Jack Vogt 



 Women Ministry 
The Women Circle Groups meet from September through May 

 

MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Church library. They invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. For more information,  Jill 
Wolfersberger can be reached at 644-1768. 
 

FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Church library or in the home of the hostess. 
 

PCH PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BRUNCH  All women of the church are invited to the PW 
Brunch on Saturday, January 15th, at 9:30 a.m., in the sanctuary.  Our hostesses will be the 
Wednesday evening women’s group.  Pastor Fredric from Anchor House will be the guest speaker. 
Childcare provided.   

       PCH “Plus” Senior Ministry 
Mission Statement: PCH+ is a non-fundraising group within Presbyterian Church 

in the Highlands  with an emphasis on senior ministry. Our purpose is to provide  

         Christian fellowship, entertainment, travel, study and prayer. 

PCH+ MONTHLY LUNCHEON  
The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, January  19th, at 1:00 p.m. at Reececliff Restaurant,  
940 Florida Ave. S. Lakeland.  Please sign up in the Narthex. 
 

PCH+ GAME NIGHT  
Friday, January 14th, at 7:00 P.M. “Name Five”… Bring a friend and a snack to share. 

           ON A MUSICAL NOTE 

      Men’s Ministry   
The Men’s group is holding open auditions for their very own “Band of Brother’s.” 
Auditions are very Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. in the Choir 
room.  No acting or musical talent necessary, just a heart for Christ and a willingness to 
fellowship. 

            

 

Thanks to the Bell Choir and Chancel Choir for the beautiful music this Advent sea-
son.  Let’s look forward to growing in relationship, talent and worshipful opportunities 
in this coming  year. If anyone would like to join any of our musical teams, please feel-

free to talk with me after any worship service.  Have a blessed New Years.            Tony Mercer  
        Director of Worship Music   



 Jeff Davis  
Director of C.E.   

                   
                                      
 
      
 

   

All Elementary students K-5th grade are invited to find a new way to Grapple 
life’s challenging questions at Pathfinders on Wednesday nights.  Pathfinders 
meet in the youth building, from 6:30-7:30pm.   Hope to see you here! 
 

 

Beginning on January 14th, King of Kings Chess Club will be moving  
from its original time on Wednesday to its new time on Friday. The  
chess club will be meeting from 3:30 to 4:30 for junior-high school 
 students and 4:45 to 5:45 for high school students. In January, the  
chess club will be analyzing games of chess grandmaster Gary Kasparov     
as well as studying tactics such as discovered and double checks.     

 
 
 

NEW MINISTRY: 3D (Devotions, Dessert, Davises) 
will be the first Sunday of the month from 6:00-
8:00pm at the Davis house.  3D is for the High 
school students who want to grow in their walk  
with the Lord.  The First 3D will be January 9th  

 
 NEW MINISTRY: The Table” will be every Friday evening  
from 6:00-10:00pm.  It will start on January 14th.  The Table is a 
board game fellowship for college and high school students.  

Billy Madden                
C. E. Intern 

   CATALYST College Ministry 
From our families to yours, may God bless you above and beyond this Christ-
mas and may he grant you the ability to step into a new year refreshed and excited to face 
what lies ahead. CATALYST and IGNITE will be merging in the new year beginning the 
 12th of January. We are excited to see what new things God has in store for PCH as                                                                                                                                     
we continue to chase after him with all of our hearts! We are committed to forsaking all 

else for the cause of Christ and this holiday season it is important to remember the night when God 
forsook the comforts of heaven to step into this world adding humanity unto His divinity through the 
person of Christ that he might pursue you and I! Oh how God is good! We encourage reflection on 
the year 2010 and welcome 2011 with open arms. We love you very much! See you all in January. 
CATALYST will not be having services from Dec. 22-January 5 2011. 

 

NEW MINISTRY:  “The Table” will be every Friday night from 6:00-10:00pm.  It will start on Janu-
ary 14th.  The Table is a board game fellowship for college and high school students.  
 

NEW MINISTRY:  We are starting a college Sunday school class, 9:00 –10:00am, beginning  Sunday,  
January 16th, meeting in the Lifeline room.  

Luke Thompson,   
College Intern 



Julie Laursen Preschool Director 

 

 

                       
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       Preschool News 
 

We hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas like we did 
here at the preschool. We celebrated in many ways. The 

      VPK had a special program where they entertained parents 
and grandparents with some special holiday songs and bible verses. A huge thank you goes out to our 
PCH interns who supported the program. Trisha Martineau and Daniel Recrupero accompanied the 
children with the piano and violin. Billy Madden and Luke Thompson opened the program with 
prayer. This was a great opportunity to introduce our preschool families to PCH. 

 
We focused on Jesus being the reason for the season, but also had some fun with a visit from Santa. 
This gave us the opportunity to teach the children some history, and about giving and sharing.  They 
learned that Saint Nicholas was born many, many years ago in Turkey. His parents were wealthy de-
vout Christians who died when he was young. Santa follows Jesus’ advice to give to the poor and 
needy. 

 

 

      Daniel & Trish 
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Julie Laursen Preschool Director 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets every Tuesday morning from 9 
am - 11am during the school year. .  There is also a group meeting on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.  Our goal is to see that "No 
mom is alone" because better moms make a better world..  We offer sup-
port, encouragement and friendship.  MOPPETS are our children and 

they meet at the same time to develop their own friendships.  We have had a speaker on 
"boundaries" and  couponing, and discussions from potty training to in-laws!  MOPS  is open to 
ALL moms of preschool age children-- so check us out.  The morning group meets in the library 
and the evening group in the preschool office.  REMINDER:  No Tuesday MOPS on December 21 
and  28 ,2010 and January 4, 2011.  If you have any questions feel free to ask Dixie Davis or Helen 
Vogt. 

 

   Membership Class, Sun, Jan 9th, 8am-10am 
We believe people should have the opportunity to join the church any time the community of faith 
gathers.  Yet, there are some folks who are nervous about standing up in front of a group all by 
themselves.  If you’re one of those, then Membership Class is a designed just for you! There are 
many of you who have expressed a desire to join the church but just haven’t taken that step of com-
mitment.  Why not join on the 23rd?  If you are Snow Bird, this is an excellent opportunity for you 
to join as Affiliate Members, which allows you retain membership of your church back home and 
become a member of this church.  Let’s grow as a family and be bound to one another! We will 
meet on Sunday, January 9th,  from 8:00am to 10:00am in the Sanctuary for a brief orienta-
tion.  Coffee and very casual! On Sunday, Jan 23, 10:00am we will meet in the Pastor’s Office with 
a representation of the Session for an official approval. During the worship service on Sunday, Jan 
23, you will be introduced as a group to the congregation.  Please RSVP through the church office.  

 The preschool enjoys having the Tuesday morning 
MOPs program here at the church, especially when the 
bake cookies for our teachers.  Thanks MOPs we appre-

 Mission of the Month– A Woman’s Choice 
 

More than a pregnancy crisis center, A Woman’s Choice is a min-
istry to women and men which  
provides an alternative to abortions.  The center is also pro-
active by providing abstinence training, of which PCH is a part.  
Unlike many other clinics, ALL services at A Woman’s Choice 
are free, so they rely heavily on donations from like-minded 
churches and organizations. As a church we are committed to 
supporting this ministry  and ask that you join us in praying for 
them this month.  Baby bottles are available for you to collect 
loose change (or add a check!).  Please have them back to the 
Church office by Sunday, February 8th. Thanks for your sup-
port.  Julie Kaelin  709-1717. 

                     PCH Mission of the Month 
A Woman’s Choice … Help fill a baby bottle with cash or a check and help in support-
ing a ministry that provides to pregnant woman an alternative to abortion. All services 
at the center are free, so they rely heavily on donations. Keep a look out for the 

“empty” baby bottles in the Narthex ”, fill them with your loose change, (or write a check), then re-
turn the “filled” bottle to the Church,  date to be determined. Thank you for your support.  



 
 
 

   Get connected, go deeper, and have some fun!   
   You do not have to be a member to attend. 
 

Sunday School Classes 9-10am:  2 Adult Classes,  
(NEW College Class in January!), Youth, Children, Pre-
school 
 

Sunday Blended Worship 10:30am 
 

NEW! 1st Sunday of the Month High School “3D” Discipleship 6-8pm starting Jan 9 
 

1st Monday of the Month Presbyterian Women Circle 7-9pm 
 

Tuesdays 6pm Praise Team Rehearsal; 6:30pm Choir Practice; 7:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal 
 

3rd Wednesdays of the Month PCH+ Senior Ministry Luncheon 
 

Wednesdays 6pm Dinner for all! 
 

Wednesdays 6:30pm Small Groups for Men, Women, MOPS, Couples, Youth, & Children 
 

Wednesdays IGNITE Contemporary Service 7:30pm 
 

Wednesdays CATALYST College Ministry 8:30pm 
 

3rd Friday of the Month Presbyterian Women Circle 9:30am-12pm 
 

2nd Friday of the Month PCH+ Senior Ministry Game Night 
 

NEW!  Fridays MidHi & Elementary Chess Club 3:30pm-4:30pm starting Jan 14 
 

NEW! Fridays College & High School Board Game Ministry “TABLE” 6pm-10pm starting Jan 14 
 

PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 


