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Did you know the Christian foundation of Valentine’s Day?   
 

When we think of Valentine's Day, we often think of red roses, candy in heart- shaped boxes, 

mushy valentines, and winged cherubs flying about shooting starry-eyed lovers with arrows. 

But did you know that the origin of Valentine's Day, or Saint Valentine's Day, comes from the 

life and death of a Christian martyr? The date traditionally celebrated as St. Valentine's Day 

finds it origin in the Roman festival of romance called Lupercalia, when the gods Juno and Pan 

were honored. It was a fertility festival or a lover's holiday looking forward to the return of 

Spring. In the fifth century, in an attempt to abolish the pagan festival, Pope Gelasius changed 

Lupercalia and its February 15 date to February 14 and called it Saint Valentine's Day. Even 

though the names and the date were changed, the emphasis continued to be on love. 

 

Who was the real Valentine, and why did he have a day named after him? 

 

The real Valentine was a Roman Christian martyred during the third century A.D. by the  

Emperor Claudius II. Prior to his death, Valentine continued to minister in prison by witnessing 

to his prison guards. One of the guards was a good man who had adopted a blind girl. He asked 

Valentine if his God could help his daughter. Valentine prayed, and the girl was given her sight. 

The guard and his whole family, 46 people, believed in 

Jesus and were baptized. When the Emperor heard about 

this, he was furious that Valentine was still making  

converts even in prison, so he sentenced Valentine to 

death. 

 

Just before being led out to his execution, the young 

Christian wrote a note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, 

"From your Valentine." The first valentine was really a 

Christian witness. Growing out of this story we participate 

in a custom of sending cards to people we love. 

 

How will this story change your Valentine’s Day? 



  

Dr. Barr is setting the last Friday of each month, and probably the 

2nd Friday of each month for a time of fellowship, coffee, and talk.  

There will be a topic of discussion, but this is designed to open up 

communication between the congregation and the Pastor and  

Session. 

 

What time is good for 

you? 9 AM? 10 AM? 

 

Let us know so we 

that can get Coffee 

Talk started soon! 

 

Anticipated start 

date is: Feb. 27th 

The preschool continues to be blessed with a full enrollment and dedicated staff. 

We just finished our Winter Theme and learned that: 

“God made the trees” (Gen. 2:9) 

“God made the winter” (Ps. 74:17) 

“God made the water” (Ps. 104:10) 

“God sends the snow” (Ps. 147:16) 

“Love one another” (1 John 4:7) 

Please pray for our staff and our children that we will grow in our faith and experience 

God’s love through all circumstances 

 

February 1st  
Patrice Raulerson  
Stephanie Martinez 

 

February 4th 
Jim Dayvault  

 

February 7th 
Diana Long  

Carol Tangarone  
 

February 8  
Adele Johnson  

 

February 11  
Krista Gotwalt  
Jane Becker  

 

February 12  
Alexandra Harriott  

Lynn Harrison  
Amanda Crews  

 

February 13  
Jack Mieras  

 

February 16  
Elsie McDevitt  

 

 

 
February 17  
Jamie Dean  

 

February 18  
nest Kazensky  
Richard Martin  

February 20  
Frank Wetherholt  

February 21 
Ruth King  

February 22  
Ann Mathison  
February 24  
Betty Mater  
February 25  
Shela Wiese  

Alexis Baugher  
Rusty Adams  
February 26  

Jack Bell  
February 27  

Larry Clevenger  
February 28  
Mary Kessler  
Bill Gotwalt  

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHAY GREETINGS 

 
 
 

 
 

Feruary 17th     
 Ricky and Tan                  24 Year 

 
 

February 25th  
  Harry & Jill Wolfensburger     25 Years  

HAPPY FEBRUARY ANNIVESARY GREETINGS 
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Come join us in contemporary worship Each Sunday Evenings at 6 PM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A SPECIAL THANK  YOU 
 

Dear Friends,  We would like to thank you for volunteering your time 
and effort during the 2008 Christmas season and throughout the year.  
The Salvation Army could not provide the needed service to western 
Polk County without the efforts of volunteers like you.  We look forward 
to working with you again in 2009 as we continue to serve this wonder-
ful community . May God Bless you .  Captains Ed and Amy Lee 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School for all ages  9:00 AM 

Prayer     10:10 AM 
We now meet at the front of the Church. 
 

Worship    10:30 AM 
 

Sunday Night Live   6:00 PM 
Contemporary Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mission of the Month– A Woman’s Choice 
 

More than a pregnancy crisis center, A Woman’s Choice is a ministry to women and men which  
provides an alternative to abortions.  The center is also pro-active by providing abstinence train-
ing, of which PCH is a part.  Unlike many other clinics, ALL services at A Woman’s Choice are 
free, so they rely heavily on donations from like-minded churches and organizations. As a church 
we are committed to supporting this ministry  and ask that you join us in praying for them this 
month.  Baby bottles are available for you to collect loose change (or add a check!).  Please have 
them back to the Church office by Sunday, February 8th. Thanks for your support.  Julie Kaelin  
709-1717. 
 

WINTER RETREAT UPDATE 
 

Winter Retreat 
This year PCH teamed up with two different churches for the winter retreat.  St. 
Paul Methodist from Melbourne, Fl.  and our friends from North Lakeland  
Presbyterian as well.  We had 40+ students,  and we stayed in Tampa.  The  

students went to a concert Saturday night. Had two  
worship services on Sunday as well as hanging out at 
Lowry Park. Monday we ended the retreat with a wrap 
up worship service and a fun day at Busch Gar-
dens.  Our guest speaker was Jason Savage, the Asso-
ciate Minister of Round Lake Christian Church in Mount 
Dora, Fl.  

Children’s Ministry & Parenting Ministry 
 

Dr Barr has a vision for creating a weekly ministry designed to minister to the needs of 

preschool and elementary-age children.  If you would like to help with this ministry, 

please contact Dr. Barr.  The initial idea is for a program of study and fellowship to take 

place alongside the men’s and women’s studies on Wednesday nights. 
 

Dr. Barr is preparing a study to be offered to parents of young children in our Church, 

Preschool and community.  He’s especially looking for older parents (even grandparents) 

to help with this ministry.  In any event, please pray for these ministries. 



      

  PCH “Plus” Mission Statement 
 

PCH+ a non-fund raising group within Presbyterian Church in the  

Highlands with an emphasis on senior ministry.  Our purpose is to provide 

Christina fellowship, entertainment, travel, study, and prayer. 
 

PCH+ MONTHLY LUNCHEON 
February’s luncheon will be held on Wednesday, February 18th, at 1:00 p.m. at the Eaglebrooke 
County Club  located at 1300 Eaglebrooke Blvd. All are welcome, and rides can be provided.  
 

PCH+ FEBRUARY GAME NIGHT  ALL AGES WELCOME 
Game night will be held on Friday, February 13th, at 7:00 p.m.  The game will be ―Chocolate 
Trivia.‖  Please bring a snack to share.  All are welcome, and rides can be provided, 

 

PW Activities 

Presbyterian Women of PH 

 
Gene Lord, Coordinator of the L.P.D. DART Team was the guest speaker fore the meting on 
January 1, 2009. He conveyed worthwhile facts regarding resources available for abused spouses. 
Several present expressed an interest in being a volunteer for D.A.R.T.   
A discussion concerning the rose garden provided several suggestions:       
1. Rose bushes needed to be added to replace those that have died. 
2. Other plants should be planted to enhance the rose garden. 
3. The PW will purchase three rose bushes in memory of PCH Members, Jock Cunningham, 

Walter Perch and Karl Chevlier. 
4.  A rose bush will be planted in honor of Tom Martin for his many, many years of dedicated 

service caring for the rose garden.  A certified of appreciation will be presented to Tom.  
Thanks, Tom. 

5. It was decided by the PCH circles and the Bible study group to honor Homer Pembleton with 
a rose bush and a certificate of appreciation for all his service to PC.  There is not space 
enough to list all that Homer has done and built for the church.  Thank you, Homer.  We are 
all very grateful to Steven Hensley for taking over the care of the Rose Garden.  Thanks, Steve. 

 
A donation of $100.00 was given to PW to continue our mission of sending cards of hope and 
encouragement to those on the prayer list.  Dennis and Virginia Stults were recipients of our cards 
and prayers when the were ill. They were most generous and we thank them. 
 
The next meting of the PW will be in May with the Monday evening Circle hosting the event. 

      

Our study is based on the book Wild at Heart.  We meet 
each Wednesday at 6:30 PM. in the  Middle School 
Room in the Youth Building.  Book and Journal  are 
$15.00.  The next study starting sometime in January 
will be based on The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan.                   

    Books are available for $5.00.    Come join us!   
                                                                               Yes, childcare is provided! 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S GROUP 
Our study is based on the book ―Lies Women Believe” by Nancy Leigh DeMoss.  
Books are available for $10.  All women– all ages are welcome!  Should you have 
questions, please see Karen Barr.  Childcare is available.   
 
 
 
MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in the library at  
7:00 p.m.  We invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. Elder Jill Wolfersberger can be 
reached at 644-1768. 
FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 AM at the 
church library or in the home of the hostess. 
HOLY ROLLERS meet the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the library.  
These ladies roll strips of old bed sheets to be used as bandages overseas.  
 
 
 

19th ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE PW OF PRESBYTER OF TAMPA BAY… 
                                            ―PW:  CHANGING THE WORLD” 
 

This year’s event will be held on Saturday, February 21st, 2009, at Peace Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, 110 So. Fort Harrison Avenue, Clearwater 33756.  Registration and fellowship begins at 
8:30 a.m.  Lunch is $7.00.  Make check out to Presbyterian Women. Please contact Kathy  
Harrison or Diana Sprague if you can attend the ―PW Changing The World‖ meeting. Besty 
Berry, 2008 Global Mission Exchange, will be the guest speaker.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, 
February 15th.  For further information please contact Kathy Harrison 646-6976 or  
Diana Sprague 619-5485 

 

Mission Trip Planned 
Mariners in Mission is a group of Presbyterians working through the Presbyterian Church and 
Conference Association (PCCCA) in Atlanta. The schedule for 2009 is set. Registration is $5.00 
per person. This coming year began with at least seven places that want us to volunteer. First trip 
planned is March 29th—April 4th, at the Pinecrest Conference and Retreat Center,   LaGrange, 
Tenn. Pinecrest is a 500 acre camp 15 miles east of Memphis. Larry and Mary Ruth Embry are the 
directors.  Jeff and Diana Sprague are signed up to attend. If you would like further Information,  
please contact Jeff or Diana Sprague at 863-619-5485 

PCH Men’s Ministry 

Presbyterian Women News 


