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D e C E M B E R  &  

J A N U A RY  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3rd 

Mark Laursen 
5th 

Larry Becker Sr.  
Justin Pennington 

10th 
Clint Haldane 

11th 
Linda Brown 

12th 
Tom Martin 

18th 
Holly Bishop 

Bev Thompson 
22nd 

Steve Miller 
26th 

Lida Bennett 
29th 

Julie Laursen 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st 
Ed & Grace Chartier, 61 years 

18th 
Lynn & Kathy Harrison, 36 years 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
4th 

Libby Norman 
5th 

Maggy Norman 
6th 

Jerry Tribble 
9th 

Dan Brenneman 
13th 

Tony Mercer 
16th 

Charla Henderson 
18th 

John Milone 
21st  

Jane Carter 
23rd 

Dorry Clevenger 
25th  

Graham Arringrton 
28th 

Justin Bennett 
30th  

Joseph Shelton 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th  
Shaun & Melissa Hartsell, 5 years 

11th 
Dan & Jennifer Brenneman, 17 years 

14th 
Larry & Peggy Becker, 52 years 

19th  
Graham & Jutta Arrington, 53 years 

Ray & Dee Vincent, 12 years 
29th  

John & Ann Mathison, 19 years 

December 2012 

Monthly Newsletter of  

Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

The word "advent" means literally, "to come to." It is a 
special season when we celebrate the bold assertion that 
the Lord of the Universe has come among us in human form 
through Jesus of Nazareth. In Jesus, the Christ, we have 
Immanuel, God with us. Not only do we celebrate that God 
has come (past tense) to the world in the Man from Galilee 
but also that God is come (present tense) as a spiritual 

reality and will come again (future tense) in triumph at the consummation 
of the ages. Because of the reality to which advent points, we are not 
frightened children locked in an indifferent universe. God has, is, and will 
come to us in Jesus, the Christ. There is another sense to the definition of 
advent, "to come to." Since God has, is, and will come to us, therefore, we 
need to come to.  Our task is to become fully awake not only to the 
significance of the incarnation but also to the many incarnations of Christ 
in our lives. The Apostle Paul expresses this thought well: "It is time for us 
to awake from sleep, for salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed" (Romans 13:11). None of us is fully conscious of God's 
presence; we need to come to, to wake up, and be vigilant for the 
visitations of God within history and at the end of time when the kingdom 
is fully realized. This year’s theme “The Rooms of Christmas” we explore 
the rooms we move through in our lives and the adverse effects they have 
on our journey towards Christ.  Unavoidably, the Elf on the Shelf lurks in 
each room, too! 

HighlandsHerald 

A Word From Pastor Shaun 

A congregational Meeting  

will be held on Sunday, 

December 9, 2012, following 

the 10:00am worship service 

but no sooner than 10:45am. 

The purpose of the meeting is 

to elect four (4) Elders to the 

Class of 2015 and one (1) Elder 

to the Class of 2013. The 2012 

PCH Nominating Committee 

will present a slate of 

nominees for the positions to 

be elected by the 

congregation. Please note that 

if a member plans to make a 

nomination from the floor, the 

nominee must have been 

contacted to confirm that he or 

she is willing and able to 

serve.  

The 



Have you met our newest members?  On 
Sunday, November 11, PCH welcomed 6 
members into the fold.  Elsie & Reezin 
Swilley (pictured left) joined us from the 
Methodist Church in Decatur, GA.  Reezin’s 
interests are in small groups, sports 
recreation, and support groups.  Elsie’s 
interests are in 
Senior Ministry, 
support groups, 

visitations, and clerical work.  Chip & 
Laurie Jackson (pictured  right) 
transferred from Mississippi.  Chip has 
served as a Mission Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church and works for 
Publix.  They bring their grandson, 
James Bradley, every other week.  Chip is interested in facilities 
upkeep, computers, and visioning.  Laurie is interested in 
Children’s Ministry, hospitality, teaching, cleaning and 
maintaining supplies.  Mary & Don Vaughn joined us with 
baptism.  Don experienced a powerful revelation of God which 
led him to profess Jesus as Lord and be baptized.  Mary joins 
us weekly at the women’s small group on Wednesday 
nights.  She is interested in prayer ministry, small groups, and 
telephoning.  Find these good folks and welcome them into the 
life of the church! 
 

 
The Softball Season 
has come to an end 
with much fun.  The 
team was comprised 
o f  c h u r c h  & 
preschool folks as 
well as many others 
th roughout  t he 
s e a s o n ,  m o s t 
notably was the staff 
of Leroy’s Bike 

Shop, Leroy being a preschool parent.  Our record was 2 wins 
and 8 losses.  The last game was our favorite because our own 
pastor hit 2 homeruns! The consensus of the team was to 
continue in the Spring; so if you are interested see Shaun in 
January. 
 
 
With a nod of appreciation, we say 
goodbye to our long used & worn out 
organ, given in honor of the 
Weismann’s. The Session has 
determined we have used her to the 
fullest and it is time for her 
retirement. With many ailments &the 
cost of repair looming, we send her 
off with gratitude. We will post the 
current plaque elsewhere.  

Growing Our Family 

The PCH+ Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 2nd 
6:30pm—at the church 

Featuring Chinese pot luck & Chinese gift 
exchange, Please bring a dish to share 

and a $10 wrapped gift.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a break from your hectic holiday 
schedule and join PCH+ for our 

Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, 
December 19th, at 1:00pm at the Terrace 
Grill in downtown Lakeland. Please sign-
up no later than Sunday, December 16th. 
If you need transportation, please notify 

Diana Sprague (619-5485)or Linda 
Hudson (647-5532). Merry Christmas! 

SENIOR MINISTRY 

 

Men’s Thanksgiving 

Turkey Fry, 2012 

Softball...a homerun activity!  

Mission News 
A Time for Thanks 
 

The October Mission of the Month was the shoe box 
collection for Operation Christmas Child. PCH 
collected 37 boxes...this means we made brought 
smiles to the faces of 37 different children this 
holiday season!  
 
Our November Mission of the Month was the rice & 
bean collection for Beth-El. We collected 100 pounds 
of beans and 268 pounds of rice to be donated to the 
farm worker's ministry.  
 
This month’s mission of the month is the Secret 
Santa program, which collects gifts, money, and food 
for needy families. While the deadline for 
participating in this mission has passed, there are still 
opportunities to give. The guidance department at 
Lakeland Highlands Middle School is sponsoring 
several local children this holiday season! If you 
would like to provide Christmas to a student that may 
otherwise receive nothing, please refer to the Sunday 
worship bulletin for more information and/or contact 
Amanda Faircloth in the church office: 
secretary@pchighlands.com.  

It is hard to believe that the Advent 
season is upon us and the end of 2012 
is rapidly approaching. Special Advent 
Devotionals are available for you in the 
church narthex. Several of our young 

families with children will be 
participating with the lighting of the 

Advent candle each Sunday morning. 
We look forward to celebrating 

Christmas Eve with two services. The 
5:30pm service will focus on young 

children and families and will include 
the Children’s Choir led by Ashley Lee. 
Our traditional candlelight communion 

service will be held at 7pm. Please 
invite famil, friends, and neighbors to 

join you at one of these services.  
 

Poinsettias will be used to decorate our 
sanctuary beginning December 9th. An 

order form is included in the bulletin 
each Sunday. The plants will be $11 

each and you may purchase or donate 
one or more plants to honor someone 

special. The plants may be taken home 
or given to a shut-in (we will deliver) 

after the second Christmas Eve 
service. Please contact Lynn Schindler 
for more information (863)686-8766.  

 
We want to thank Steve Rodeffer for 

his excellent work painting the 
sanctuary all by himself! What a 

generous and thoughtful gift. In January 
we will be looking for volunteers to help 
paint the trim to complete this project. If 

you can spare a few hours on a 
Saturday in January, please let the 

church office or Lynn Schindler know.  
 

Our contemporary service continues to 
grow and we have several Preschool 
families attending on a regular basis. 
This casual service has great music 

and several new musicians. New audio 
equipment has been added to improve 

the sound. Please join us and see 
what’s happening!  

 
 

 
Lynn Schindler 
Elder of Worship Arts 

TIS THE  
SEASON 

Music Update 



The Vision Task Team continues to prayerfully assess PCH 

and God’s purpose for our collective Church Body. We 

humbly pray that the Holy Spirit place on our hearts God’s 

intended vision and purpose for PCH as we spread the 

Gospel in south Lakeland and beyond. Please continue to 

keep this team in your prayers. Team members are Pastor 

Shaun Hartsell, Dr. Nancy Kahain (Tampa Bay Presbytery), 

Donald Bennett, Holly Bishop, Dan Brenneman, Lynn 

Schindler, Ann Wortman, & Eric Phillips. If you have any 

input for the team and/or would like additional details, 

please see any team member at your convenience.  

Vision Task Team... 

On a journey together 

are your lights 
plugged in?  
Amazingly, the calendar has flipped to December 2012 with 
the speed of a well shuffled card deck.  Here we are, in the 
midst of another Holiday Season fraught with the hustle and 
bustle of decorating, baking, shopping, caroling… and did I 
mention decorating?  Every year I look forward to (and 
silently dread a little...shh, don’t tell Donna!) the routine of 
pulling the Christmas Tree, ornaments, and lights out of the 
attic.  After a lengthy session of light bulb inspection without 
that oh so glorious twinkle, I know that I will eventually have 
to field the predictable and magnanimous questions…Are 
all of the lights plugged in?  Are we missing any bulbs?  Did 
you forget to plug the string of lights into the outlet?  

 

Upon further review, these simple (and sometimes 
frustrating) questions are actually quite illuminating (yes, 
pun intended!   ).  Our Adult Ministry groups are very 
similar to our Christmas tree lights.  The lights, 
collectively, produce a more beautiful light together.  
Sometimes we can re-work the strings, even with missing 
bulbs, to produce a serviceable outcome.  However, the 
missing lights create a real void.  When you are missing 
from our Sunday School Classes, Small Groups, Circle 
Studies, Ministry Projects, and Retreats, the void is even 
more pronounced…we miss you! 
 
As we move deeper into the Holiday Season, undoubtedly 
we will find ourselves reflecting on the true meaning of 
Christmas.  The wonder of Christ’s birth is before us and 
the blessing of relationship with Him is available to us.  “For 
where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.” (Matt 18:20).  Together we can 
forge a more meaningful relationship with each and with 
Him.  Together our lights shine brighter!  So this season 
when you hear the question, “Are your lights plugged in?” 
check out your tree, and feel free to check out any of our 
discipleship groups.  We are always happy to accept and 
“plug in” newcomers and welcome back old friends so call 
the church office (863) 646-3121 or Eric Phillips (863) 559-
7372 (ericphillips@polk-county.net) to sign up today! 

PW pillowcase dress project 

 Donations made to:  
Julia Laursen for the Dominican 

Republic, Silent auction for Ms. 

Flowers, Operation Christmas Child 

(shoebox) 

Did you know that as a member of PCH you are already 
a member of PW (Presbyterian Women)? No hoop to 
jump through, forms to complete, or dues to turn-in; just 
wonderful fellowship through events, Bible study, and 
circles.  
 
Friday Morning Circle will be held on Friday, December 
21st, at 10:00am. Barbara Dazley will be the hostess at 
Azalea Park, 1325 Grasslands Blvd, Lakeland. Adele 
Johnson is the lesson leader for lesson #4 in “Living 
Stones”. For more information contact Diana (863)619-
5485. Come share some holiday spirit with friends!   
 
The Monday Evening Circle (The Circle of Friends) will 
be held on Monday, December 10th, at 7:00pm. This 
group typically meets in the library. Questions? Contact 
Jill Wolfersberger: (863)644-1768.  
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study continues to meet on a 
weekly basis and study 1 and 2 Peter. Bring your Bible 
and join them from 6:30pm—8pm, in the PCH library. 
Childcare is provided. For more    details, please contact 
Helen Vogt: (863)647-1321.   
 
Working Women meet  each week (Weds @ 6:30pm) 
for dinner discussion. For more information on the 
week ly  mee t ing  loca t ion ,  con tac t  Ann                    
Wortman: (863)682-4037.  
 
Thank you to Laura Lindemann and her team for the 
time and effort involved with the Craft Bazaar. The profits 
will be disbursed to charities. Thank you to Rusty Adams 
and Barbara Hensley, along with their teams, for the 
wonderful goodies contributed to the bake sale. PW 
made over $500!  
 
Don’t forget the January brunch and meeting. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, January 12th, at 9:30am. Did 
you know that 37,000 students in Polk County live in 
poverty? For 100s of school age children, the lunch they 
receive at school on Friday is the last meal they will eat 
until school breakfast on Monday! A speaker from Levite 
Ministry will share how you can make a difference 
through the “Smilepack” Ministry. At this meeting, 
Presbyterian Women will also install their new officers. 
We need to fill the position of Vice Moderator. This is a 
one year term. Please pray for this need and contact 
Helen Vogt with any questions.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Team members 
are needed for 

both the 
blended and 

contemporary 
services. Do 

you feel like you 
have the 

spiritual gift for 
hospitality? Do you long to 
share our renowned PCH 

warmth and the love of God as 
we welcome visitors and fellow 

believers each week here at 
PCH? If so, then this ministry 
team is for you! To join the 

team, contact Donna Phillips 
today: (863)602-7876 or 

dmc7phillips@earthlink.net.  
 

WELCOME WAGON 

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 

mailto:ericphillips@polk-county.net


The PCH youth ministry is excited to know their new meeting space is 

about to arrive! Two modular units will be located next to the Pod and near 

the Sanctuary. Mobile Modular from Auburndale will deliver the units in 

early December. Construction of the entrance ramp and deck will begin 

soon thereafter. Occupancy is anticipated by year’s end. The Preschool will 

expand into the space in the education building previously assigned to 

youth ministry.  
 

PCH signed a three year lease for the units. Session will use this time to 

study the needs of our growing ministry programs and propose a long-term 

solution.  

Jeff Sprague 

Team, Lead, PCH campus Growth Task Team 

Growth Team Update 

MOMS was busy in 
November with a 
couponing class, 
salon day, moms night 

out, and Shutterfly digital photo share. Our last 
meeting in December will be on the 19th and we will 

resume on January 9, 2013. All mothers with 
preschool age children are Invited to attend. Free 
childcare is provided. Mark your calendars now and 
come share in the fun during  December!  
 
For more information, 
c o n t ac t  H e l en  V og t 
(jartvogt@gmail.com) or 
D o n n a  P h i l l i p s 
(dmc7phillips@earthlink.net).  
 
 

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 

Preschool 
The Holidays are upon us and the anticipation of our Savior’s 
Birth is evident. The children are learning songs and making 
decorations. Our Curriculum focuses on learning about and 
experiencing the joy of Christmas and to recognize Jesus’ birth 
as the reason for the celebration. 

 

God loved us and sent His Son 1 John 4:10 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem Matthew 2:1 

Joseph did what God told him to do Matthew 1:24 
The wise men brought gifts to Jesus Matthew 2:11 

God said Mary would have the baby Jesus Luke 1:31 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Come join us on December 11
th
 from 8:15-

9:30 am for a special breakfast with a 

special visitor. Our VPK children will be 

singing some of their favorite songs and 

reciting some verses while our families 

enjoy breakfast with their child. 

                                                                    

Families are 
invited to join 

us for a 
Christmas Eve 

service at 
5:30pm. 

The children will 
be performing in 

a nativity 
melodrama 

where they will 
be dressed in costumes and will act out a 
narration of the Christmas Story. This has 

been a tradition of PCH that we are excited to 
continue this year! With children, there are 

always memorable moments. There are spots 
available for children two years through 5

th
 

grade to participate. Please contact Jeff : 
cedirector@pchighlands.com or 646-3121.  

 

Student 

ministries will be 

enjoying 

celebrating the 

Christmas 

season with 

friends 

throughout the month of December! We will 

be making gingerbread houses and enjoying a 

multitude of candy, frosting, and everything 

that screams holidays! Lifeline (high school) 

party:   Wednesday, Dec 19th, 6:30pm-

8:00pm; Pathfinders (elementary) party: 

Wednesday, Dec 19th, 6:30m-8:00pm; Epic 

(middle school) party: Friday, Dec 21st, 

4:00pm-5:30pm. There will be two college 

parties: Wednesday, Dec 5th, will be our XA 

party for those who are leaving Lakeland for 

the holidays; we will meet at Lake Miriam 

Starbucks. Wednesday, Dec 19th, all 

returning college students are encouraged 

to  meet at Lakeside Chilis at 8:00pm. For 

more information on participating or to learn 

how you can donate holiday treats for our 

students, contact Jeff Davis. 

The themes for December will be “aliens” for 

Epic & “Kung Fu Panda 2” for Pathfinders.   

Our ERS scores are in and we have  averaged 5.8 out 

of 7. A score of 5.5 is needed to maintain our 5 star 

rating.  We make improvements each year to help us 

increase our qual i ty and cont inue to                              

participate in the Quality Counts program through the 

Early Learning Coalition. Go to www.elcpolk.org for 

more information.  Our goal for 2013 is to                

improve our playground surfacing. 

Julie Laursen 
Preschool Director 

The Preschool will be closed from December 
24 through January 2 so our teachers can 
spend time with their families. 

News 
STUDENT                       

MINISRIES 

Jeff Davis 
C.E. Director 

http://www.elcpolk.org

