
PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

D E C E M B E R  

&  J A N U A R Y  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3rd 

Mark Laursen 

5th 
Larry Becker 

Justin Pennington 
10th 

Clint Haldane 
Kelly Partin 

11th 
Linda Brown  

12th 
Tom Martin 

18th 
Bev Thompson 
Holly Bishop 

26th 
Michelle Guibert 

26th 
Lida Bennett 

29th 
Julie Laursen 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th 
Shaun & Melissa Hartsell, 4 years  

 

11th 
Dan & Jennifer Brenneman, 16 years  

13th 
Jack & Bev Thompson, 61 years 

14th 
Larry & Peggy Becker, 51 years 

19th 
Graham & Jutta Arrington, 52 years 

Ray & Dee Vincent, 11 years 
29th 

John & Ann Mathison, 18 years 

The church office will be 

closed on Monday,                

December 26th. 

Merry Christmas!  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
4th 

Libby Norman 

5th 
Maggy Norman 

6th 
Jerry Tribble 

9th 
Dan Brenneman 

13th 
Tony Mercer  

16th 
Charla Henderson 

18th 
John Milone 

23rd 
Dorry Clevenger 

25th 
Graham Arrington 

28th 
Justin Bennett 

30th 
Joseph Shelton 

W a r m  
B i r t h d a y  &  

A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st   
Ed & Grace Chartier, 60 years  

 

18th 
Lynn & Kathy Harrison, 35 years  

26th 
Dick & Adele Johnson, 58years  

 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1  

 

 

Derek, Michelle, and baby Sadie Guibert 
High School Intern & Family 

With bellies stuffed like Turkeys, we roll into 
the Advent Season having given thanks; we 

prepare to give birth to the craziness of 
Christmas.  Are you ready?  Is anyone ever 

ready?  Let’s strive together as a church family 
to let this season be one of joy.  With black 

Friday gone, we can focus on the hope and 
anticipation of the child King who brings 

salvation to us, not discounted electronics, but 
eternity with our Creator.   

 
On Sundays, the sermons for Advent will be 

replaced with dramatic monologues as my first 
attempt at this type of creativity.  My hope is 

that it would bring alive the stories and 
characters of Christmas that we might relate 

and relive the ‘Greatest Story Ever Told’.  May 
worship in the weeks of December be an oasis 

from the busyness, an island from the waves of 
stuff, and a drink from the fount of love.  Let 

us be joyful in the baby Christ! 
 

Please note, the Session has declared a 
congregation-wide “key recall”, The purpose of 

this recall is to help us account for all keys and 
to hunt down any keys at large. If you have any 

church keys, please turn them in to the 
secretary as we attempt to be good stewards of 

our property. If you need a key during the 

holidays, please turn them in as requested, and 

provisions will be made as needed on an 

individual basis.  

In other church news, please welcome Derek 

Guibert (pronounced “Yogi Bear”, without the 
“Yo”), our new High School Intern. Derek and 

his family have recently relocated to the area 
from Connecticut, following this past 

Thanksgiving. He is pursuing a degree in 
English at Southeastern University. His wife, 

Michelle, is interested in marketing. However, 

most of her time is spent taking care of her one 
year old, Sadie, so alas a great deal of her 

efforts are allocated to “marketing” diaper 
changes. As you have the opportunity, give the 

Guiberts a warm welcome to our church 

family!   

Congratulations to Dan Recupero, recently 

approved by Session as our new Marketing 
Intern. Dan, a familiar face here at PCH, has 

talents ranging the gamut from music, auto 

mechanics, computer electronics...and yes, 
marketing! He will oversee the marketing 

aspects of PCH and her many ministries. With 
a very limited budget (next to nothing), Dan is 

faced with the task of getting the word about 
our church out to the community. When you 

have the chance, give Dan a great big pat on 

the back to say, “congratulations!”. 

 

THE 

HIGHLANDS HERALD 

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

Dan Recupero 
Praise Team Member & New Marketing Intern 



 

 

OUR WORLD 

PCH contributed 30 filled shoe boxes to be 

sent to the organization that sponsors 

Operation Christmas Child, Samaritan’s 

Purse. John Milone delivered the shoe boxes 

to the collection point at First Presbyterian 

Church on November 15th. Thank you to all 

that helped make the holidays a little brighter 

for children in need this Christmas.  

David Armstrong reports that 19 of the 25 

names of children on the Secret Santa list 

have already been claimed after only one 

Sunday! Based on these figures, as well as 

past efforts of YOU, our generous 

congregation, it is anticipated that 100% of 

the names will be claimed. Your willingness 

to continue to share joy with children this 

Christmas is appreciated and means so 

much!  

Through November 20th, six registration 

packets have been picked up from the 

Narthex; interest in upcoming trip to the 

Dominican Republic mission trip has been 

shown by approximately 9 people. If these 

nine individuals that have expressed interest  

were to attend, along with the 3 PCH staff 

members, participation would be at 12 and 

only 3 slots would be remaining! So get your 

passports ready and mark your calendars!  

This is our first PCH (only) mission trip out 

of the country. We will be traveling to 

Jimani, Dominican Republic, from June 

30th—July 7, 2012. If you want more 

information about this trip prior to making a 

commitment, come to an informational 

meeting on January 10th at 6:30pm, in the 

Pathfinder’s Room. John & Rhonda Hanley 

will be visiting and presenting information 

about the hospital, preschool, and orphanage 

where they live and work. They will have 

pictures and stories to tell and answers to 

questions about their ministry. John and 

Rhonda are former Lakeland residents and  

Rhonda worked at Precious Children in the 

Highlands Preschool. If you have any  

questions or potential interest in this trip, 

please contact Julie Laursen, in the 

preschool: preschool@pchighlands.com or 

(863)646-3121.  

OUR WORSHIP 

We will be celebrating the birth of Jesus at 

the Christmas Eve candlelight service at 

6:00pm, as well as on Sunday morning, 

December 25th, at 10:30am. It is not too 

late to order one of the poinsettias adorning 
the sanctuary. There is a form in Sunday’s 

bulletin which you may fill out with your 

dedication information. The form, along 

with your $11 check, should be placed in 

the collection plate. Poinsettias may be 

taken home following the Christmas Eve 

service.  

Along with our new Praise Team members, 

Charla and Mason, we want to also thank 

our member, Southeastern University 

student Ashley Lee, who has been a faithful 

choir member all summer. These young 

folks add so much joyful music to our 

service each Sunday! 

We are setting up the calendar for 2012 

ushers and greeters. If you would like to 

participate please let Lynn Schindler know 

so we can select appropriate dates for you. 

Individuals serve for an entire month, 

although there are substitutes should you be 

unavailable on any given Sunday during the 

month you are serving.  

The 2012 flower calendar is posted on the 

bulletin board near the interior kitchen door 

by the kitchen. Please select those special 

dates you want to celebrate. All you need to 

do is enter your name on the calendar and 

you will be contacted the month before for 

dedication and payment information.  

A special thank you to Barbara Dazley for 

arranging for all of the families that assisted 

with readings and lighting during Advent.  

 

O U R C OMMU N IT Y  

Women’s Ministry The second annual PCH Women’s Retreat 

was held on Saturday, November 5th, at Cedarkirk. The day’s 

theme was “Peace by Piece” and the presenter was Leslee 

Kirkconnell, Resource Center Director and Educator of the 

Presbytery of Tampa Bay. Leslee led the 24 attendees through 
two sessions of scripture based study of bringing the peace of 

Jesus into our lives. All generations of PCH women participated 

in break-out sessions with brainteasers, team building activities, 

and a creative art project. We enjoyed free time in the prayer 

garden, labyrinth, nature walks, and by spending time with new 

and old friends in the beautiful surroundings of Cedarkirk. We 

ended the day in worship and were honored to be served 

communion by Marilyn Cummings.   

 

Circle of Friends  This women’s Bible study group will meet on 

Monday, December 12th, at 7:00pm, at the church, for the study 

of the Beatitudes. 

 

Friday AM Circle This women’s Bible study group will meet on 

Friday, December 16th, at 9:30m, at the home of Diana Sprague 

(1696 Rocky Pointe Dr.). Peggy Gillock will be the lesson leader 
on the Beatitudes. 

 

Working Women’s Small Group This group has suspended 

their study for the busy holiday season and will resume meeting 

following the New Year, in January. All working women are 

invited to join us at this time as we gather together to carve out 

time from our busy lives for strengthening our faith and applying 
it to our personal, family, and work lives.  

 

Women’s Small Group This group has suspended their study of 

Beatitudes until Wednesday, January 5th, 2012. We hope all 

women will consider starting their New Year in fellowship and 

studying God’s word  with us. 
 

 

PCH PW Gathering Brunch Mark your calendars for this 

upcoming event, which will be held at the church on Saturday, 

January 14, 2012, at 9:30am. The Wednesday evening Bible 

Study Group will be our hostesses. The program speaker will be 
announced at a future date. All women of the church are invited 

to attend. Childcare will be provided.  
 

 

Men’s Ministry While the theme for the 2011 MEN’s Retreat 

was “X-Men: Men of Christ”...the motto for the Men’s Ministry 

in general could easily be “Hey, you gonna eat that?”. The men 

first demonstrated their ravenous appetite for a three course meal 

of food, fun, and fellowship this summer with their Meat & 
Bocce league. During the Men’s Retreat in early October, more 

of the same was on the menu with Pastor Shaun providing the 

spiritual meal and the games, activities, and cafeteria providing 

more than enough to satisfy the physical appetites of our guys. 

Recently, the men of the church took on The Great Thanksgiving 

Turkey Fry of 2011 — check out the pictures on the “This & 

That” page of this newsletter! Looking forward, the men have 

service projects at the church in their sights...and you have to 

know that much involving food will, again, be in the near future! 

So if you ever overhear one of the men near you grunt, “hey, you 

gonna eat that?” understand that Christian fellowship and “male 

bonding” is what they are really after. However, as we have just 
come out of the season of Thanksgiving, you may just want to 

hand the savage beast a turkey leg and get out of his way! 
 

 

Men’s Small Group All men of the church, ages 18 and up, are 

invited to join in a time of fellowship and Bible study on 

Wednesday evenings. The group will be suspended on December 

21st and 28th to accommodate the Christmas holiday. 
 

 

Young Adult’s Small Group Our small group will be suspended  

on December 21st and 28th for the Christmas holiday. We will 

resume meeting and our study guided by the book, Balancing 

Life’s Demands, by Chip Ingram, on Wednesday, January 4, 

2012. All single & married young adults are encouraged to join 

us in the Pastor’s Study to learn more about Biblical priorities for 

a busy life. 
 

 

PCH+ Christmas Luncheon This annual event will be held on 

Wednesday, December 21st, at 1:00pm, at the Terrace Grill. The 

Terrace Grill is located in the Terrace Hotel in downtown 

Lakeland. If you would like to carpool, please meet at the church 
at 12:15pm. The deadline to register is Sunday, December 18th.  
 

 

PCH+ Game Night There will be no senior ministry game night 
in December due to the Christmas Party on Sunday, December 

4th.  

Peace Puzzle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Be sure to check out the artwork from the 2011 PCH 
Women’s Retreat! The puzzle is currently located in 
the window of the church office. You may notice 
there are a few pieces missing. Ladies, if you were 
unable to attend this year’s retreat...YOU are the 
missing piece!  

Missions 
John Milone, Elder of Missions 

Tina Mosley, Elder of Worship Arts                             

Lynn Schindler, Elder of Worship Arts 

Adult Ministries 
Dan Brenneman, Director of Adult Ministries 



 

 

 

 

 

All moms with preschool aged children are invited 

to attend our moms support group. Meetings are  

typically held each Wednesday, from 9:00am-

11:00am. Free childcare is provided at the 

meetings. The month of November featured 

speakers from Healthy Start, presenting the Safe 

Baby Campaign, discussion on money saving tips, 

favorite websites, (Pinterest was a website recently 

shared and it functions as an online pinboard 

where you can organize and share things you love 

— check it out!) and always fellowship. 

December 7th is the only meeting during the month 

of December. At this time, MOMS will be making 

pancakes for the preschool’s “Breakfast with 

Santa” event and fellowship will follow. However, 

we invite you to join MOMS in 2012, where no 

mom is alone.  

If you have any questions regarding the MOMS 

group, please contact Helen, at (863)647-1321.  

Now, speaking of mommies...PCH is blessed to 

have a very new, and very cute, addition to our 

church family (see pictures of Jackson & his 

parents at right)! A big congratulations goes out to 

Steve and Jen Rodeffer as they welcome their baby 

boy, Jackson Douglas Rodeffer into the world.  

Jackson was born on Saturday, November 26th, at 

4:20pm. He was 7lbs, 3 oz, 20.5 inches long. The 

whole family is doing great. 

 P R O G R E S S  

C O N T I N U E S  
 

This month will conclude my first year of 

full-time service to PCH and I still feel 

there is no where else I would rather be!  
 

I see a lot of improvements in our facility 

compared to when I first arrived, but I 

also see so much that I want to help 

accomplish to lift us to a higher level.  

I would like to thank everyone at PCH 

for their support, encouragement, lead-

ership, and for allowing me to be a part 

of this family.  

 
As always, if you have any questions 

or suggestions, please feel free to email 

me at pch.maintenance@gmail.com.  

 

God Bless, 

Shannon  

 

A busy holiday season... 

The past few months have been filled with 

activity at Precious Children in the 

Highlands Preschool! It began in November 

with our annual Thanksgiving luncheon. On 

November 16th, the Preschool families and 

PCH members enjoyed a delicious turkey 

meal with all the trimmings. This was a great 

opportunity for the church members, our 

Pastor, Preschool families, and church and 

Preschool staff to get to know one another. 

In fact, some of the people who attended the 

luncheon were inspired to come to our 

worship service the following Sunday.  

 

 

 

As we move into the month of December, our 

staff has been in close contact with Santa and 

his elves! It has been confirmed that the 

children have been good this year so Santa 

has agreed to come and have breakfast with 

us on December 7th, from 7:00am - 9:00am. 

The MOMS group has graciously offered to 

prepare breakfast. We are looking forward to 

a jolly time for all! 

 

 

Many of you recently participated in our 

BBQ fundraiser for Mrs. Joy, our infant 

Room teacher, that was well supported by the 

purchase of dinner tickets and generous 

donations. Mrs. Joy was overwhelmed with 

gratitude and wanted to convey her sincere 

appreciation to her PCH family for all of your 

expressions of love while she has been on 

medical leave. Beyond the BBQ, Mrs. Joy 

has felt your love through phone calls, cards, 

and visits. Also, the PCH ladies had a prayer 

shawl made for her and the Ministry of Care 

Team has also been able to contribute their 

assistance.  

Preschool News 
Julie Laursen, Director 

 
LITTLE VOICES 

 
 

We are very excited about the upcoming 

Children’s Choir performance. Mrs. Trisha 

has been working with our children’s choir 

throughout the fall and they will be making 

their big debut during the Children’s 

Moment on Sunday, December 11th. 

Don’t miss the VPK Christmas Program. 

There will be two performances on 

Wednesday, Dec. 14th. Last year we packed 

out the house with families eager to see 

their beautiful children sing their Christmas 

favorites. The first program begins at 6:00 

P.M. and the second at 7:00 P.M. Thanks in 

advance for the great support the Preschool 

receives from the church. The Men’s group 

will be keeping the parking safe and 

orderly, and the women’s group will be 

serving refreshments.  Trisha and Daniel are 

once again volunteering their time to 

provide music. 

MOMS 
Helen Vogt, MOMS Leader 

Maintenance News 
Shannon Thornton, Facilities Coordinator 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year from the Preschool!  



 

December brings a time of both giving and sharing...and in the 

student ministries at PCH, this means parties! The student 

ministries will be celebrating together before school is let out for 

the holidays. High School students will have two chances to 

party for Christmas: on December 14th, Lifeline will have a 
Christmas party at Anchor House. This is an important time for 

our high school ministry because we will be sharing our joy with 

the boys in this Christian home. However, students will also be 

receiving a lot from activity as they grow from the interaction 

with the Anchor House group. Our second party will be on 

December 21st, from 6:30pm-8:00pm, in the Lifeline Room. 

Mark your calendar and get ready to check your blood sugar 

because we are putting it to the test this Christmas season!  

 
 

During this season of partying, I will be celebrating from home 

as I recover from open heart surgery. However, I will be partying 

in spirit and will be leaving the students at PCH in great hands! 

Pastor Shaun introduced Derek Guibert in his letter on this 

month’s newsletter cover. As our new High School intern, Derek 

will be helping to lead our youth in my absence.  I know that our 
PCH family will embrace Derek and his family and support him 

as he and his family not only make the transition in their physical 

home but also their spiritual one. Thank you in advance for 

supporting and encouraging him and all of our other student 

ministry interns. My appreciation also goes out to everyone 

filling in, volunteering their time and service, and lending a hand 

during my time of healing.  

 

 

My surgery will be done at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Tampa. I 

anticipate I will return home within a week following the 

surgery. At that time, I will welcome visitors (and goodies!). Use 

your new photo directory to get in touch with me. See you soon 

Pathfinders Our elementary school students 

are learning about Moses. We will conclude 

our meetings for this year on December 21st, 

with our Christmas Party/Pajama Movie Night. 

Children need to bring a stuffed animal or 

favorite toy & a blanket. We will have hot 

chocolate, tea, snacks, and a movie for all to enjoy!  

 
 

 

 

 

Catalyst  This has been quite an exciting year for the Catalyst 

College Ministry! We have grown quite a bit through our weekly 

Bible study at PCH (Wednesday evenings, 8:00pm - 9:30pm).and 

our Sunday morning “warm-up” at the Lake Miriam Starbucks 
(9:45am - 10:15am).  
 

 

Our study of the book of Romans often keeps us talking late into 
the night about the words of Paul that revealed the truths God has 

for both us and the Church today. We  have just concluded our 

Romans study and are now beginning a study on Philippians. 

This will lead us up to Christmas break.  
 
 

Our last night of Catalyst for 2011 will be our 

annual Christmas party on December 7th. We 

will resume after our semester break on January 

11th. We extend our thanks to the church for 

welcoming us into this family. We look forward 

to continuing to grow as we serve the Lord 

together in the New Year.  
 

 

 
 

 

Epic  Life is a great voyage, and in our voyage we need to make 

the best decisions. Like, where do we think we will find our goals 
in life? Who will our best crewmates be? And figuring out how 

to defeat Davy Jones and his cursed crew of pirates? 
 

 

For December, we’ll have a swashbuckling good time in our 

middle school ministry as we compare the brave and risky 

adventures from the Pirates of the Caribbean movies to the Holy 

Bible itself. Middle School students will have to ride on the 

Black Pearl to parallel Captain Jack’s adventure with that of the 

Church. 
 
 

We have free candy, soda, chips, and games to 

play. All students in the 6th - 8th grade are 

invited to join Captain Jack’s crew on Friday 

afternoons in December, from 4:00pm-

5:30pm, as we learn to counter the curses of 

the Black Pearl and Davy Jones that will 

oppress our missions in life!  

Student Ministries 
Jeff Davis, Director of Christian Education 

In good hands... 

Pictured at left is my picture before my surgery on Thursday, 
December 9th. I was blessed to have my beautiful wife, Dixie, 
my parents, Jeffrey Sr. and Janice, a family friend (she drove 
all the way from Daytona Beach!), Diana Long, and Pastor 
Shaun (he took this great picture—unfortunately, they would 
not let me wear my Gators hat into the operation room) in the 
hospital room with me prior to my surgery. We had many 

great laughs together and they prayed with me before my 
operation. For all of you that were praying for me from 
home...I felt it and thank you for your support! 

 
Taina Julia, Children’s Ministry Intern 

Luke Thompson, College Ministry Intern 

Travis Rentz, Middle School Ministry Intern 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

The Salvation Army is still in need of volunteer 

bell ringers through Christmas Eve, December 

24th. Individuals who are interested should 

contact Cynthia at (863)682-8179, ext. 235.  

THIS & 

THAT 

 T U R K E Y  F R Y  

P H O T O S  
 
 

 
 

The Men’s Service Ministry  offered a 

complimentary turkey fry for members 

that signed-up on Thanksgiving Day.  

 

This was a great opportunity for the 

men to fellowship while offering a 

service to the congregation.  

Pictured above:  

 

Photo 1: Men enjoying the day as the 

turkeys fry was happening 

 
Photo 2: The turkey fry featured live 

entertainment, featuring the talents of  

PCH’s own, Shannon Thornton!  

 

Photo 3:  John Mathison & Dan           

Brenneman work on making sure the 

turkey comes out moist & delicious! 

    

PCH PHOTO  

DIRECTORY 
The updated photo directory for 

the church is now available. All 

members and regular attendees 

featured in the directory  may 

pick one up in the church office.  

 

Bell  

Ringers 

Needed!  

 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 


