
 

 
OUR PURPOSE 

Our purpose is to bring people into the fellowship of God’s family, 
help them to grow spiritually mature, 

Prepare them for service, and equip them to share their faith, 
So that God is glorified through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 



   

WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES AT 9:00 A.M. 

                                  BLENDED SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.       

        THE SERVICE IS FOLLOWED WITH AN OPPORTUNTIY FOR FELLOWSHIP 

   

      Every Christmas, I either swim in the “Christmas Spirit” or I get swamped by  
     “Christmas Spirit.” It seems to me that I did more swimming when I was younger.
     When I was about six years old, I just couldn’t wait for Christmas to come.  I was  
      so excited that I could just burst. I loved everything about Christmas. I loved sing-  
      ing Christmas carols, I loved decorating the tree and sending Christmas cards. I 

loved shopping and wrapping the presents.  But, most of all, I loved unwrapping pre-
sents on Christmas morning.  I just couldn’t wait to see what I was going to get.  That 

year, I just couldn’t wait. So I snuck into the closet where I knew my parents had hidden my pre-
sents and I peeked.  I unwrapped the presents just enough to see what I was going to get.  At first I 
was very excited, because I liked the gifts and I couldn’t wait to play with them.  But later, I began to 
feel sad.  All of the excitement of waiting was gone.  I didn’t have anything to look forward to on 
Christmas morning.  From that year on, I decided that it was always better to wait. Perhaps I 
learned the lesson of advent that year.  Advent is the season of waiting.  It is the season of hints for 
what is to come.  It is an important time in the our faith journeys too.  Much like a six year old, we 
hate waiting.  In this culture of speed dialing, mega bandwidth downloading, 4G cellular networks, 
3-D HDTVs of “I want what I want and I want it now”, we are bombarded with the temptation to 
“get the season over with” as opposed to sitting in the anticipation of the birth of our salva-
tion.  Much like a 9 month pregnant wife following every urban myth to induce labor, we as a cul-
ture do the same.  My advice for us this holiday season is to bask in the anticipation of our Mes-
siah.  For soon the waiting will be over! 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
Pastor 

 

 
 

        It is hard to believe it's Advent Season, and it is still 75 degrees outside!  
The choir, praise team, and musicians have been working hard on the Christmas    
Musical we will be presenting during the morning worship service on December 5th!   
 With sounds of Christmas, narration, solos and choir anthems, it is definitely   
 something you won't want to miss!  

 
After the positive feedback we received, we will be having a bell choir this holiday 
season. If you didn't sign up and are interested in still joining, please see Tony 
Mercer after this morning's worship service and help us ring in the new year! 

         Tony Mercer  
        Director of Worship Music   

     ON A MUSICAL NOTE 

Shaun 



          

                        HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS AT PCH  
 
 

    CHURCH FAMILY DINNER WITH CHINESE GIFT EXCHANGE 
 

Saturday, December 4th, at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring a covered dish to share.  Meat, dessert and 
beverage will be provided.  Bring a wrapped gift, $10.00 limit please. During the gift exchange,  
7:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m., nursery care will be provided.  This event is for everyone in the church.  
Looking forward to seeing you there.   Merry Christmas!! 

 

A CHRISTMAS MUSICAL PRESENTATION 

Sunday, December 5th during the 10:30 A.M. Service 
 

Presented by the PCH Choir and directed by Tony Mercer.  Be sure to invite your family and 
friends to join us as we open December with Celebration and Joy! 
 

POINSETTIAS  FOR SALE   

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia this holiday season to cele-
brate, to honor or to thank someone for being a blessing in your life, 
inserts will be in the November bulletins for you to place your order.  
They are the same price as last year, $10.00 and yours to take home  
and enjoy after the Christmas Eve service.  

 MISSION OF THE MONTH 

      SECRET SANTA 

As we have  done in the past, we are distributing names of children in our area in need this holiday 
season.  Please see David or Paula Armstrong, or Diana Long to select a name of a child. Return your 
wrapped and labeled gifts back to PCH by December 12th. We are also taking cash donations that will 
go towards food for each of the families.  With your help we can ensure a happier holiday season for 
many families who would not otherwise be able to have food or toys this season.   

   SALVATION ARMY RINGS IN THE HOLIDY SEASON! 
For quite a few years now, Virginia Pembleton has been the individual who coordinates with the local 
Salvation Army to have members of PCH ring the bells we hear each season as we run in and out of 
Publix .  This season when you hear this seasonal sound, take a look at who is ringing the bell, it just 
might be a familiar face, and we are not talking about Santa!  Our PCH members will be at the 540A  
Publix, December 6th to the 10th, 10:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m.   Plan to stop by and help support this very 
worthy cause.   



Presbyterian Women Ministry 
The Women Circle Groups meet from September through May 

 

MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the  Church library. They invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. For more informa-
tion,  Jill Wolfersberger can be reached at 644-1768. 
 

FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Church library or in the home of the hostess. 

  PCH “Plus” Mission Statement 
PCH+ is a non-fundraising group within Presbyterian Church in the Highlands  with 

an emphasis on senior ministry. Our purpose is to provide Christian fellowship,  

          entertainment, travel, study and prayer. 

PCH+ Monthly Luncheon  
The luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 15th, at 1:00 p.m. at  The Stanford Inn 
 Please sign up in the Narthex. 
 

PCH + GAME NIGHT -  Cancelled for the month of December.  Will resume in January. 

PCH PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BRUNCH 
 

All women of the church are invited to the PW Brunch on Saturday, January 5th at 9:30 a.m. 
In the sanctuary.  Our hostesses will be the Wednesday evening women’s group.  Pastor Fredric 
from Anchor House will be the guest speaker and will share some amazing stories. 
Childcare provided.   

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S MINISTRY      
 

The Men’s group is holding open auditions for their very own “Band of Brother’s.” 
Auditions are very Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. in the Choir 

room.  No acting or musical talent necessary, just a heart for Christ and a willingness 
to fellowship. 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS Have you ever wondered what spiritual gifts God has given to 
you and how you can use your gifts to further His Kingdom?  If so, please join a new group study 
beginning on December 5th at PCH:  Your Divine Design:  How to Discover, Develop and Deploy Your 
Spiritual Gifts  by Chip Ingram.  The group meets 9:00 - 10:00 am on Sunday mornings in the choir 
room in the northwest corner of the pod.  For details, contact Dan Brenneman or Cathy Swann.   



                Jeff Davis  
Director of Christian Ed.  

                   
                                      
 
      
 

 
      

 

 

 

   

     Luke Thompson,   
      College Intern 

         

 
 
 
 

 

Pathfinders will have a Christmas party and gingerbread house making event 
on December 22nd from 6:30-7:30pm in the Pathfinders room.   There is no 
need to bring anything, except a friend to share in the Christmas spirit.  Path-
finders meets every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm in the Pathfinders room for 
Kindergarten- 5th grade students.  Come check out all the excitement 

  
  The Kings of Kings Chess Club meets in the middle school room on Wednesday  
  from 3:30-4:30. The chess club is currently reviewing and analyzing    
  the Bobby Fischer’s 1972 world championship games. The chess    
  club is also studying such tactics as skewers and pins. 

 Lifeline will be having a Christmas party and secret Santa gift exchange on De-
cember 22nd from 6:30-7:30pm.   The gifts should be no more than $15.  Youth 
Group is every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm in the Lifeline room 
for 6th-12th grade students.  Come check out all the excitement! 

 
  Fall has come to a close!!!  We were honored to be involved in the fall festival, it  
  was a blast! Thank you for granting us the opportunity to become part of this won- 
  derful community of faith. It has been a busy month for CATALYST. We are excited 
  to be a part of something God is clearly using to draw people to himself. We are truly 
  seeing significant growth through our small groups that meet on Wednesday night at 
  PCH from 7:30 to 8:30 before CATALYST and Thursday evenings at 7:30 to 9:00 at 
the Starbucks at Southeastern University as well as the Starbucks on South Florida Avenue. We 
appreciate your enthusiastic support and prayers!! God is challenging us through preaching and 
growing us through friendship and community within CATALYST. God has begun to teach us 
about the importance of prayer as a habit, worship as a lifestyle, and holiness as a reflex. God is 
moving! Freeing students from drugs, alcohol, fear of the future, and hopelessness!  

      God has been so good to us and we look forward to more to come in the  
      month of December! We invite you to come and see what God is doing  
      through our college students! Love CATALYST College Ministry team! <>< 

Billy Madden  
C. E. Intern 
 

 



 

 

God loved us and sent His Son (1 John 4:10) 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1) 

 
     
 
 
    
   
 
 

                        The Holiday Season is in full swing!  It all began with the PCH Fall Festival, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

then we had a great Thanksgiving luncheon…… 
 

     Now we are getting ready for a  busy couple of weeks preparing for the  
celebration of our Savior’s birth. You are invited to come and see our VPK  
Children participate in our Second annual Christmas Pageant.  We will be  
having two performances on Thursday, December 9 at 6:30 and 7:15 P.M.  

 
The preschool will be closed from December 24 –31 so our staff can spend time with their families. 

Have a  Blessed Holiday Season!!!!! 
 
 

Julie Laursen Preschool Director 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets every Tuesday morning from 9 am - 
11am during the school year. .  There is also a group meeting on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.  Our goal is to see that "No mom is alone" 

because better moms make a better world..  We offer support, encouragement and friend-
ship.  MOPPETS are our children and they meet at the same time to develop their own friend-
ships.  We have had a speaker on "boundaries" and  couponing, and discussions from potty 
training to in-laws!  MOPS  is open to ALL moms of preschool age children-- so check us 
out.  The morning group meets in the library and the evening group in the preschool of-
fice.  REMINDER:  No Tuesday MOPS on December 21 and  28 ,2010 and January 4, 
2011.  If you have any questions feel free to ask Dixie Davis or Helen Vogt.. 
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Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1) 

 
     
 
 
    
   
 
 

                        The Holiday Season is in full swing!  It all began with the PCH Fall Festival, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

then we had a great Thanksgiving luncheon…… 
 

     Now we are getting ready for a  busy couple of weeks preparing for the  
celebration of our Savior’s birth. You are invited to come and see our VPK  
Children participate in our Second annual Christmas Pageant.  We will be  
having two performances on Thursday, December 9 at 6:30 and 7:15 P.M.  

 
The preschool will be closed from December 24 –31 so our staff can spend time with their families. 

Have a  Blessed Holiday Season!!!!! 
 
 

Julie Laursen Preschool Director 

There are wonderful opportunity for you to assist us in the Church Office.  We are looking for some 
volunteers who would be able to work a four hour shift one day a week.  You would be required to  
answer the telephone as well as greet and assist any one visiting the office. If you feel called to minis-
ter to PCH with your time, please sign-up to be an “Office Angel!”  Other volunteer opportunities 
are available with our children & youth ministries, and audio & visual volunteers to assist during 
worship services. 

      POINSETTIA CARE INSTRUCTIONS 
Check daily for watering 
Allow soil surface to dry then apply 4 oz. of water .   
Don t allow to stand in water.   
Place in a room where there is bright indirect light, near window. 
After frost plant in full sun. Prune by September 1st for Christmas color. 

Fall Festival Follow up: Thank you to all those who helped with the Fall Festival.  There were over 
120 people here and we had a blast.  The Catalyst band performed music for everyone to en-
joy.  There were games and activities for the entire family to enjoy, and boy did they ever.  We appre-
ciate all the hard work it takes to make this happen.   You can check out all the photos from the Fall 
Festival online at pchighlands.com or the church’s face book page. 

A Big Thank you to the Turkey Fry Team and Dan Brenneman for the taking the time to fry tur-
key’s for our church member’s Thanksgiving dinners. The results were delicious.   



 

 
 
 

                

       Wednesday Evening on the PCH Campus….Something for everyone! 
    

     6:00-6:30pm    Martha Ministry and Dinner for all ($4.00 adults, $2.00 children) 
                   Martha Ministry  meets in kitchen to help cook, cleanup and for fellowship 
  
6:30-7:30pm    PCH Small Groups   

Women’s Group  meets in library and is currently studying “Bad Girls of the Bible” 
 

Men’s Group meets in choir room and is currently studying “Bad Guys of the Bible” 
    

Fireproof Couple Group  meets in pastor’s study and is currently studying “Dare to Love” 
    

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets in youth building in Julie’s office 
 

Lifeline Youth Group meets in youth building in the Lifeline room 
    

Pathfinders Elementary Group meets in youth building in the Pathfinders room 
    

Nursery Care for Pre-K meets in youth building in the 1 year old classroom 
    

Contemporary Worship Team meets in Sanctuary 
 

7:30-8:30pm  Ignite Worship Service (Contemporary Worship Service) 
 

8:30-9:30pm  CATALYST  meets in Sanctuary           

PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

           Merry Christmas  


