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Advent has come!  The meaning and magnificence of the incarnation can be easily 

trivialized. My own heart slowly warms to its radiance, my own mind dull to its 

meaning. But still, each year that holy jealousy for the glory of Christmas is stirred 

within me. The hope begins to build again that no one in our congregation will leave 

the manger unclear about what happened, unmoved by its magnitude, or unchanged 

by its message. I want so much more than mere amazement or a touch of "the Christ-

mas spirit," meaningful as such emotions may be. I want us to experience what peo-

ple under Nazi occupation and oppression during World War II felt when they heard the news that D-

Day had come: a sudden and solid hope that liberation is imminent, hope that quickly crescen-doed 

into inextinguishable joy.  One doorway into such a vision of Christmas is opened for us by, of all 

creatures, the angels. Angels are everywhere during the advent of Christ. The largest concentration of 

angels anywhere in the Bible occurs right here—rebuking, informing, encouraging, guiding, protect-

ing, advising, and most of all, worshiping. Moreover, their presence and message did precisely then 

what we desire now for ourselves and our people: they transformed the vision of ordinary folks going 

about their ordinary routines by revealing to them that the living God was in fact entering their 

world—that he was, as in the case of the shepherds, right in the neighborhood. A rigid priest, a baf-

fled young virgin, a strict fiancé, common shepherds—all were met 

with messages by angels. The impact on each of them was pro-

foundly life-changing. Will you be led to see the incarnation through 

angels' eyes?  Advent has come!  (Adapted from the words of Kenneth Koeman) 

 



2014/15 staff 

Precious Children in the Highlands 

Wendy, Milly & Jess 

Lambs 
Julie and Wendy 

Director and Assistant 

Cristina, Aris & Samantha Kangaroos 

Caitlyn, Colleen & Jackie 

Zebras 

Patti, Teresa & Maegan 
Caterpillars and Butterflies  Jocelyn & Tope’ Monkeys 

Candace, Milinh & Paulina 
Alligators  

Nicole & Christy 

Lions/Tigers 

Abbey & Wendy Bears 

Melissa & Karen 
Kitchen and Support 

PRESCHOOL MINISTRIES 

The Preschool was once again named “The 
Only 5 Star Rated Preschool in Polk County” 
this year.  Congrats to Julie, Wendy, & Staff 

for achieving this prestigious title. 



King’s Kids Afterschool Ministries will be transforming this next semester 

into a Fine Arts Afterschool Enrichment Ministry! We will have local art-

ists/ majors come in to teach the children special techniques, bringing in 

musicians to introduce instruments, and we are already looking into more 

ways to enhance our children’s lives with art! If you have or know of a child 

that attends a local school, don’t allow them to miss one more day of this 

family & faith oriented ministry! Need Holiday Camps? King’s Kids also 

enjoys offering full days of care when school is out for the holidays! Con-

tact Shari at shari.logan73@gmail.com if you would like more informa-

tion! 

Children’s Christmas Eve Ser-

vice: This year we are going to 

shake things up a little with a new 

perspective on the traditional Na-

tivity Story! We need angels, na-

tivity actors, volunteers, and all 

kinds of helpers to create a magi-

cal and ethereal one of a kind 

Christmas Eve service! Join us at 

5:30pm on Christmas Eve to cele-

brate the wonder of Jesus’ birth 

with our Angels! Contact Shari 

Logan for more details. 

ELF HELP- we are 

excited to announce 

that ELF HELP will 

be returning for its 

2nd year here at PCH! 

This unique Toy Ex-

change Ministry can 

help out parents in 

several ways: it gives 

you a chance to clean out those 

closets and donate GENTLY 

used/unused toys. ELF HELP 

provides 2 occasions to shop our 

donations at rock bottom prices. 

Any proceeds will be donated to a 

local family in need. We will be-

gin accepting gently used and un-

used toys on Nov 24th and will 

continue to collect until Dec 4th. 

We will have a shopping day on 

Friday, Dec 5th from 4pm-7pm 

and on Saturday Dec 6th from 

10am to 2pm. All shoppers will 

receive 3 elf bucks for use on 

shopping days. Please contact 

Shari if you would like further 

information or have any ques-

tions.  (we will also accept cash 

donations and gift cards). 

Children’s Minis-

tries will be taking 

a break from our 

“Out of Egypt” les-

sons and instead turn to 

the Birth of Jesus this holiday 

season! We look forward to tell-

ing the story, learning about our 

Savior's birth, and making fun 

crafts to celebrate the holiday! 

Join us Wednesday nights for 

Pathfinders from 6:30- 8pm and 

on Sunday mornings for Chil-

dren’s Church during the 10:30 

am service.  Children’s Ministries 

at PCH welcomes all children 

ages 3yrs through 5th grade.  

Shari Logan 

Director Children’s Ministry 
shari.logan73@gmail.com   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

AFTER SCHOOL MINISTRY 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS CHRISTMAS EVE 

Lisa Moore 

Elder for Student Ministries 
lisamoore@tampabay.rr.gom 

mailto:shari.logan73@gmail.com


Ashley Musick 

Director Youth Ministry 
ashley.n.musick@gmail.com   

Chi Alpha - We’re working on gathering groups of college students together for informal dinners. We 

hosted a Thai Night for several students last month. Looking ahead, we’ll have a dinner gathering and movie 

outing for any Chi Alpha students who want to join us on Saturday Dec. 6th. We’ll meet at Moe’s at 5:30 for 

dinner and go watch The Mockingly Part 1, together. Check us out on Facebook or Twitter for more details!  

Follow us: facbook.com/ChiAlphaPCH   twitter.com/ChiAlphaPCH  

Epic - After spending several weeks discussing what an EPIC life looks like in the 

midst of God’s EPIC story, we’re going to dive into a study on the disciples of Jesus. 

The disciples weren’t necessarily great guys when Jesus asked them to tag along and 

follow Him. They were zealots and tax collectors and more likely to end up in prison 

rather than spreading the good news as church leaders. These were the people Jesus 

chose to hang out with and teach. They were outcasts, criminals, and rejected by soci-

ety. How did Jesus Change them? Why did he pick these guys? We’ll be hosting an 

Epic Christmas Bash on Dec.12th from 4:00PM to 6:00PM. Come for pizza, games, 

and decorating! There will be no Epic meetings on Friday Dec. 26th or Jan. 2nd due to 

the holidays.  Follow along on Facebook or Twitter for me details.  

Follow us: Facebook.com/EpicPCH    twitter.com/EpicPCH   

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY 

Gabby Charboneau 

MidHi Intern 
gabbychar@gmail.com 

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 

COLLEGE MINISTRY 

Lifeline - Ashley Musick, the youth director, would love to set up coffee chats with any 

high school students to get to know one another and to discuss life and ministry. Feel 

free to get in touch and we can set something up!  Follow us:  facbook.com/LifelinePCH      

twitter.com/LifelinePCH  

Stephanie Northcutt 

SrHi Intern 
snnorthcutt@seu.edu 

Lisa Moore 

Elder for Student Ministries 
lisamoore@tampabay.rr.gom 

http://facbook.com/ChiAlphaPCH
http://twitter.com/ChiAlphaPCH
http://Facebook.com/EpicPCH
http://twitter.com/EpicPCH
http://facbook.com/LifelinePCH
http://twitter.com/LifelinePCH


Kathy Miller 

Elder Adult Ministries 
waggie22@comcast.net 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

What does Christmas mean to you? Does it make you think of 

endless decorating, shopping, wrapping and stress? Would 

you like to be reminded of the REAL purpose of Christmas? 

PCH will offer a DVD Study from Dr. Rick Warren (The Pur-

pose Driven Life) on why we celebrate Christmas and how it 

can change our lives forever.  These three sessions from the 

Gospel of Luke will help us better un-

derstand the three purposes of Christ-

mas announced by the angel at the 

birth of Jesus.  

1. Christmas Is a Time for Celebration 

2. Christmas Is a Time for Salvation 

3. Christmas Is a Time for Reconciliation  

This three week series will begin at 9:00 on Sunday 

December 7th in Meeting Room One. Contact Cathy 

Swann for information.  Dr. Rick Warren is pastor, au-

thor, global strategist, theologian, and philanthropist. 

His book The Purpose driven Life has been called the 

bestselling non-fiction hardback in publishing history 

by Publishers Weekly, having sold more than 32 mil-

lion copies. 

In the Fall, we sent care packages to troops over in 

Afghanistan and even cut coupons for the troops. 

We have done crafts and started a bible study called "In The 

Gap". We are also very excited to have our 1st Annual MOMs 

Christmas Party this month. We will be taking a break during the 

Christmas Holiday but will get back together on Wed, Jan 7th 9:30-11:30 in meeting room 1. 

PARENTS’ SOLACE 

MOMS SUPPORT GROUP 

YOGA TUESDAY 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Present 

Word 

Bible 

Study 

meets 

in 

Meet-

ing 

Room 2 on Sunday morning 

9:00am-10:00am.  Through 

the exploration of biblical 

text, you’re invited into a 

deepened relationship with 

God.  Discussion and activi-

ties encourage participants 

to live out their faith in their 

individual and congrega-

tional activities.  This study 

is led by a rotation of teach-

ers. 

Cathy Swann 

Sunday School Superintendent 
moonkt@earthlink.net 

One more date left in December!  

December 16.  MomBa-

beYoga is offered from 

11:30am—12:20pm in the 

modular.  Prenatal Yoga 

is offered from 1:00pm—

1:45pm in the modular.   

Contact Deanne  DeForest 

to RSVP at 

info@bodysongwellness.org.    

 
Parents are cur-

rently studying 

Mark Grungor’s 

“Laugh Your Way 

to a Better Mar-

riage” at local area eateries while our kids go 

to children’s ministries on Wednesday nights 

6:30pm-8:00pm.  Join us and have a laugh! 

Jenna Crowell 
MOMs Leader 
aeaglegj08@yahoo.com 



Ho! Ho! Ho!  Its time for the Annual Christmas 

Party.  Friday, December 12 from 6 - 9 pm we will 

gather for a pot luck & Chinese gift exchange.  Please sign up to bring an appetizer, meat/

main dish, salad, vegetable, or dessert to share.  Also bring a wrapped $10 gift per person 

or a couple may share a gift if they desire.  Child care will be provided from 7 - 9 pm. The 

more the merrier so invite a friend.  MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

 

Let's celebrate Christmas with lunch on Wednesday, December 17 at 1:00 pm at "Grillsmith", 1569 Town 

Center Drive, Lakeland which is across from the Cobb Theatre.  Grillsmith offers an abundance of yummy 

entrees, sandwiches, soups, salads, appetizers, & desserts.  Save this date, so you don't want to miss 

it.  Please  sign up no later than Sunday, December 14.  

  

Friday AM Circle will gather on Friday, December 19 at 9:30 am at Southland Suites.  Frances Pennington 

will be our gracious hostess.  Diana Sprague will guide us through lesson #4 in  Horizons Bible Study from 2 

Corinthians .at 10:00 am.  May you be blessed during the holidays. 

  

The Sewing Group will not meet on December 24 or 31.  They will resume on Wednesday, January 7 at 9:30 

am.  Our projects include dresses, shorts, aprons, & bibs.  You are welcome to join us even if you are not a 

seamstress. 

  

The soup ministry will be making vegetable soup at 10:00 am on Friday, January 2 instead of Friday, De-

cember 26.  It will be available on Sunday, January 4 following worship. 

Kathy Miller 

Elder Adult Ministries 
waggie22@comcast.net 

ADULT MINISTRIES 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Working 

Women 

Our Wednes-

day night group 

meets every 

week at Crisp-

ers at Lakeside 

Village at 

6:30pm.  We 

read a daily de-

votion called 

Take My Heart, 

O God by 

Sarah Young.  

Lovely Ladies  

Our Wednesday night 

group is using Dr. Ralph 

F. Wilson’s  1 Corin-

thians Discipleship Les-

sons as our guide this 

year. We study the les-

sons and engage in a 

lively discussion on the 

lesson’s topic ideas. 

There is always so much to 

learn from Paul’s  teachings 

and we try to relate those ideas 

to the current times.  We wel-

come newcomers at any time 

because each lesson is self- contained so if you 

miss a time or two you can always catch up or 

start with the new lessons. Please feel free to 

join us and bring a friend.  -Helen Vogt and 

Mary Vaughn. 

 

 



KUDOS 

KUDOS  to DIANA and JEFF SPRAGUE.  These volunteers are just two of the people who help make 

PCH the place where we want to worship, learn, and join friends in the many activities the Sprague’s are in-

volved in. Diana is the Leader of the PCH-Plus group, an Adult Ministry group, which sponsors the Sewing 

Group. She is an active member of the Ministry of Care Committee and leads the Soup Ministry.  Diana is 

the person many members call first when they need prayers or assistance of any kind. She and Jeff were in 

our choir for eight years and both are leaders of the Game Night which is so much fun for all adults. Jeff has 

been an elder in PCH and is the leader of the Wednesday Night Men’s group and the Adult Sunday School 

Leader. He is also the assistant Treasure of our church. Jeff is the chairman of the Strategic Planning Com-

mittee which is currently looking into the future of our facilities. Jeff is always ready to assist where he is 

needed. He is seen moving tables from here to there and back again, assisting with parking and even lending 

a hand in the kitchen. Jeff knows all the nooks and crannies of the church and is often sent for to tell the seek-

ers where items may be found.  Every church needs a “Diana and Jeff Sprague” and we are fortunate they 

chose PCH for their church home. Please take a moment to thank Diana and Jeff Sprague for all they do to 

make PCH a great place to worship, learn, and have fun! 

Jesus... the reason 

for every season! 

As we run out of 

pages to flip in our 2014 calendars, we find the Christmas season quickly 

approaching.  During this time of Advent, we are reminded of how Jesus 

Christ, fully God, became fully man, to fulfill God's wonderful plan of salvation for mankind.  This season 

gives us another opportunity to give praise and worship for God's amazing love.  On the heals of Thanksgiv-

ing, we remember the wonderful things for which we are thankful.  We live in a blessed land with so many 

material possessions. Often we can become enamored with ourselves and our accomplishments and the list of 

"things and stuff" that we regularly amass.  But what and who are we really worshipping when our attention 

is consumed by material possessions?  Sadly, God can easily be assigned a backseat role. Throughout every 

season of our lives, not just the Christmas Season, we must ensure that God and Jesus Christ, retain the lofty 

position to which they are entitled.  For the Christian, He must be our all in all and as such, our value rises 

immeasurably.  There is nothing that we have, no blessing too large or small, that cannot be attributed to 

God's grace, love, and generosity.  It is for this reason alone that we may Worship God and Jesus Christ, our 

risen King.  Therefore God has highly exalted him [Jesus] and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11   During this and every season, 

may we always remember the 

reason for which we live and 

the one who is most deserv-

ing of not just some, but all 

of our Worship. 

WORSHIP ARTS 
Eric Phillips 

Elder for Worship 
ericdmp554@gmail.com 

Lynn Schindler 

Elder for Worship 
larschindler@gmail.com 

Tony Mercer 
Music Director 

tonymercer@hotmail.com 

Ashley O’Conner 
Vocalist 

ashleylee198@gmail.com 

Gabby Charboneau 
Guitarist 

gabbychar@gmail.com 

Steve Sikes 
Drummer 

sikessteven@yahoo.com 

 



Happy  

Birthday  

Happy  

Anniversary  

12/3 Mark Laursen 

12/5 Larry Becker 

12/7 Ginnie Chapman 

12/9 Adalena Phillips 

12/10 Clint Haldane 

12/11 Linda Brown 

12/12 Tom Martin 

12/13 Mily Felizola  

12/13 Bobby Harris 

12/16 Cullen Crowell 

12/18 Holly Bishop 

12/18 Beverly Thompson 

12/22 Steve Miller 

12/23 Kayla Chapman 

12/23 Sarah Harris 

12/29 Julie Laursen 

12/30  Chip Jackson 

12/1 Ed & Grace Chartier (63 years) 

12/2 Ryan & Lisa Moore (14 years) 

12/18 Lynn & Kathy Harrison (38 years) 

12/19 Andy & Shannon Orrell (16 years) 

Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Dr. 

Lakeland FL, 33813 

(863) 646-3121  www.pchighlands.com 


