
 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

  

Presbyterian Church 
in the Highlands 
 
June 1-June 8, 2013 
First 15 spots reserved receive 
partial trip funding, deposit 
required to secure spot.  

For More Information: 

Ann Wortman: awortman@a-c-t.com  

Julie Laursen: preschool@pchighlands.com  

Dominican Republic Mission Trip 
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2013 PCH Mission Trip 

Chadasha Orphanage 

Jimani Dominican Republic 

www.chadasha.org 

www.godleadsus.com 

 

Jimaní is a small town in the southwest part of the Dominican Republic.  It is one of the few official border 

crossings into Haiti.  Chadasha is currently working to provide medical care for those in the community and a 

home for orphans and abandoned children. They also want to reach out into the community with the hope of 

Christ every chance they get, so they have a pre-school on their main property and partner with a Haitian pastor 

to help run a school in a Haitian village 25 minutes away.  There are so many opportunities to do God’s work 

and serve the people of the Dominican Republic and Haiti alongside Chadasha’s full time missionaries.   

Three Missionary families are responsible for operation of the Orphanage.  Director John & Melissa Hanley and 

daughter Kate (12); Stephen & Vanderly Arnold and daughters Zoë (12) & Eliana (4), son Joshua (9), and John, 

Sr. & Rhonda Hanley.  

 

THE COST:   

The overall cost is estimated to be $1,100.00 per person. (This does not include passport) $400.00 per person 

has been budgeted by PCH to go towards the overall cost of the trip. The deposit of $200.00 is due by February 

10, 2012.   The goal of the Mission Trip Team will be to raise the remaining $500 per person.  The remaining 

balance is due 2 weeks in advance of the trip.  Checks can be made payable to Presbyterian Church in the 

Highlands.  

 
 

THE AIRPORT: 

We will fly into Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  After grabbing a bite to eat at the food court at the 

airport (a variety of American and Dominican foods are available) we will take a small bus to Jimani, a 5 hour 

drive.  We will make a pit stop along the way where we can use the restroom and purchase drinks and snacks. 

Money can be exchanged at the airport, but you will not need much spending money. You will need money for 

food at the airport both coming and going and snacks.  You may want to buy souvenirs at the airport on the way 

home, but there really isn’t anything to purchase in Jimani. 

 

HOUSING & MEALS: 

Chadasha's property in Jimaní is home to a hospital, chapel, orphanage, pre-school, and long-term missionary 

housing.  The 2nd floor of the hospital is designed to house short-term missionary teams.  There is a central 

living/dining area, kitchen, and 7 bedrooms (each has a bathroom, bunk beds, ceiling fan, closet, and a/c that 

works most of the time!)  Some of the bedrooms are smaller and sleep up to 4 people while others are larger and 

can sleep 12. Pillows, sheets, blankets, and towels are provided. 

  

We will be served 3 meals a day which are a mixture of Dominican and American foods (not spicy, but not 

exactly the flavors we are used to).  Bottled drinking water is provided in 5-gallon containers that you can use to 

fill your own bottle.  You may want to bring snacks and drink packets.    There is a small store within walking 
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distance of the Orphanage that has soda, Gatorade, cookies, chips, Dominican sweets, etc., but you will 

probably not find nuts, granola bars or typical US candy. 

 

DAILY SCHEDULE: 

After breakfast each day we'll have a morning ministry activity.  Lunch will normally be back on property but 

there are a couple of locations that, because of distance, will require us to eat sandwiches "on the road."  We 

will then have an afternoon ministry activity, followed by dinner.  Each evening we will gather for a time of 

worship, devotions, and de-brief.  One afternoon mid-week will be an afternoon "off."   

Some examples of ministry activities are: 

 Evangelism and prayer during home visits 

 Sports outreach (baseball/softball and/or soccer are the sports most often played here) 

 VBS-type activities (Bible stories, music, puppets, arts and crafts, drama) 

 Work projects (They typically have issues with plumbing and electricity, so if anyone coming is skilled in 

those areas they can be put to work!  They also need help with things as simple as cleaning and 

organizing, changing out lightbulbs, etc.) 

 Working with our afternoon pre-school class and the children in the orphanage 

 Praying with the sick (both at our hospital and at the public hospital) 

 Outreach at the public schools 

 Special trainings for pastors, teachers, parents, etc 

 Medical outreach 

  

This list is not exhaustive.  It is also not a check-list!  As a team, we will discuss our skills and areas of 

giftedness and the Missionaries at the Orphanage will customize our team's ministry activities. 

 

MINISTRY NEEDS: 

We will collect items to take with us for the Orphanage as the June Mission of the Month. They will let us know 

what their current needs are.  Spanish children’s music, books, and educational materials are always needed. 

 

DRESS CODE: 

If we attend a church service off campus on Sunday, the dress code for women is a dress or skirt and top and 

business casual for men.  The temperature is similar to Florida, although it is less humid, so plan for warm days 

and night, so shorts and light-weight clothing are best.  Shorts need to be at least mid-thigh in length.  Tank tops 

are fine for work projects or time off, but are not appropriate for ministry activities. 

  

SUGGESTIONS ON WHAT TO PACK: 

 Clothing, under garments, socks, sleep wear, bathing suit (in case we go to a swimming hole) 

 Shoes (tennis shoes or other close-toed shoes as well as flip flops or sandals) 

 Personal hygiene items (including hair dryers, etc) 

 Prescriptions/medications 

 General first aid supplies  

 Refillable water bottle 

 Mosquito repellant 

 Sun block 

 Hat/Visor/Sunglasses 

 Flashlight 

 Bible and journal or notebook 

 Camera with extra batteries or battery charger 

 

 

 



HELPFUL INFO: 

A passport is required.  There are no shots or immunizations that are required to travel to the Dominican 

Republic.  You may want to meet with your physician for their recommendations. 

 

The languages spoken in Jimaní are Spanish and Haitian Creole.  If you are bringing in any printed materials 

and they are available in these languages or can be translated and printed out (Bible Story hand-outs, for 

example), that would be best. 

Outlets are 110 volts, so you will not need any special convertors. 

 

You are welcome to bring your cell phone and computer.  Please contact your cell phone company to find out 

about international rates prior to the trip.  There is WiFi, but it gets very slow when everyone tries to log on.   

 

It would be best not to wear expensive, irreplaceable jewelry. 

 

If you are a medical practitioner, please be prepared to fax or e-mail a copy of your license at least a month 

prior to your trip.  

   

  
 

More details and pictures are available at www.chadasha.org. Stephen and Vanderly also have a public 

Facebook page where you can see more photos. Look up as “Stephen and Vanderly” 
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