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What Comes Next // Shaun Hartsell 

We’ve had a great summer thus far with 
VBS, the mission trip to Dominican Republic, 
bocce & volleyball, and guest preachers.  In 
August, we will experience a “ramping up” 
period as we prepare for Rally Day, ministry 
kickoffs, a second contemporary service, and 
new endeavors.   It is an exciting time for the 

life of this church as we embark on a growing season of 
enthusiasm.  With new and exciting things, comes the 
discomfort of change.  If you find yourself as one 
disgruntled with change, please take hope in knowing that 
we are trying new things to build the kingdom, reach out, 
meet needs, and offer more.  Remember the “sacred cows” 
sermon, I preached in May?  Will you make an effort to eat 
those sacred cows with me as we attempt to minister 
outside the box.  As someone said last month, “If we are 
doing things the way we’ve always done them, then we are 
a dying church”, we should not just work to keep from 
dying, but rather work to live, really live….and to have life 
abundantly.   My prayer for this church is that we would 
sacrifice our wants for the greater good of the kingdom, 
because it’s not about us, but about the kingdom.   

Highlands Herald 

A growing season of enthusiasm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 Did you know? Talbot House is in 

desperate need of disposable              
razors. The dollar stores are a great 
place to purchase these. They are 
also in need of toothbrushes & 
small toothpaste.  

 
 Did you know? Talbot House 

needs reading glasses of any 
strength. They can also be                
purchased at a dollar store.   

 
 Did you know? Hotel soaps & 

shampoos are great for Talbot 
House donations!  

 

 Did you know? Talbot House can 
use your old medications. Please 
leave the label on so they know 
what they are. 

TALBOT HOUSE 
HOMELESS MINISTRY 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN GROUPS 
Circles and small groups will resume starting with Wednesday 
night Bible study on September 5th.  

 The Wednesday night Bible study meets on a 
weekly basis, 6:30pm - 8:00pm, in the PCH library. 
Childcare is provided. If you have questions or for 
more information, please contact Helen Vogt:                
(863)647-1321. 

 The Monday night circle, also known as the “Circle 
of Friends”, meets on the 2nd Monday of each 
month, at 7:00pm, typically in the church library. The 
contact for this group is Jill Wolfersberger:                     
(863)644-1768.  

 The Friday morning circle meets on the third Friday 
of each month, at 9:30am. This group frequently 
meets in the home of a hostess, but sometimes will 
meet in the church library. Please contact Carole 
Schroth for more details: (863)646-4275.  

 The Working Women’s group meets weekly, on 
Wednesday evenings, at the Lakeside Village 
Crispers Restaurant,  for dinner and discussion from 
a current book of study. The contact for this group is 
Ann Wortman: (863)682-4037.  

 
Moms Offering Mutual Support 
resumes Wednesday, September 5th, 
from 9:30 - 11:30am. Free childcare is 
provided. All moms with a child or 

 children under age 5 are welcome. 
 Contact Helen Vogt if interested or you 
 need more information: (863)647-1321.  

 
DID YOU KNOW... 
….the PCH library has a broad range 
of books & resources to be used for 
study or pleasure? Many items are 
current and it may surprise you what 
you will find on our shelves. Check it 
out!  

PCH Fall Gathering/Brunch 

Saturday, September 15th  -  9:30am 

Guest speaker is John Hehn 

 

“Time for Change” PW HelpShop  

Saturday, September 22nd  -  Cost is only $8!  
Sponsored by Village Presbyterian Church  

(13115 S. Village Dr., Tampa, 33618) 

 

Women of Faith Conference 

Friday, October 12th & Saturday, Oct. 13th   

Celebrate what matters 2012 

Flyer available on bulletin board 

 (Orlando, FL - Amway Center) 

 

PCH Day Retreat 

Saturday, October 20th 

Craft: Children’s dresses for Africa. Please 

help us gather the following supplies: gently 

used pillowcases, 1/4” elastic, double fold 

bias tape. 
Check out the bottom of your sewing kit, rummage 

sales, Goodwill, etc... 

 

Annual Craft Bazaar/Bake Sale 

Saturday, October 27th 

Volunteer opportunities are available. 

Contact Laura Lindemann: (863)683-3042.  
Vendor reservations are now being accepted.  

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Diana Sprague was PCH’s 

representative at the 

churchwide Gathering held 

at Gaylord Palms, July 

18th - 22nd. She will be 

happy to share what 

Presbyterian Women are 

doing today to make a 

difference internationally!  

PW 
donated 3 
rose 
bushes to 
the garden 
in memory of Dick 

Johnson, Virginia 

Pembleton, & Jack 

Thompson. 

Helen Vogt 
PCH PW Moderator & MOMS Leader 



Contemporary Worship 

The contemporary worship 

service starts Sunday, 

September 9th, at 11:15 am. 

Are you ready? The worship 

team has labored for two 

years for this addition. They 

have been listening to you and 

prayerfully considering the 

best case scenario that has 

potential to be controversial in 

an effort to unify our precious 

body of believers. To the 

right, you will find the lineup 

for both the blended and 

co n t em p o r a r y w o r s h i p 

services starting on the 9th of 

next month.  

10:00 am Blended 

1. Prelude 

2. Announcements 

3. Call to Worship 

4. Opening Hymn 

5. Litergy 

6. Children’s Moment  

      (for those not in Sunday       

      School) 

7. One Praise Song 

8. Prayers of the People 

9. Offertory with Choir 

10. Sermon 

11. Song 
 

11:15am Contemporary  

1. Countdown 

2. Introductory Praise Song 

3. Brief Welcome 

4. Praise Song—upbeat 

5. Children’s Moment 

6. Prayer 

7. Offertory 

8. Two Praise Songs                                 

(2nd  more worshipful) 

9. Sermon 

10. Praise Song—upbeat 

 

In addition, Sunday School 

will be offered at 10:00am and 

11:15 am to whomever wants 

it. We foresee one adult class 

at both hours. Perhaps a class 

will begin at 9:00am if there is 

enough interest. We will have 

children’s Sunday School at 

both hours. We anticipate a 

youth Sunday School and 

college Sunday School to 

occur at 10:00am, but can 

adapt if necessary.  

 

We are excited to begin this 

experimental schedule and 

hope that many more people 

will find Sunday School to be 

convenient and edifying to our 

spiritual journeys.  

 

Rally Day is nearly upon us. Join us for 
worship on Sunday, September 2nd, at 
10:30am, for Rally Day. At this exciting 
event, each ministry effort will present the 
latest and greatest plans for this upcoming 
calendar year. See where you can plug in 
and feel connected. See where you can put 
your gifts to use to edify the body of Christ. 
As an act of worship, let us celebrate the 
different  parts of the body as we honor God 
with our efforts.  

Our sanctuary is being prepped for a 
slight beautification process, thanks to a 
donor and some elbow grease from our 
men’s group.  
 
The colors of the narthex will soon be 
extended into the sanctuary as well as a 
few small enhancements to the décor. 
We are grateful for the hands and 
ladders that give us a warmer worship 
experience!  

RALLY DAY SANCTUARY PAINTING  



Jeff Davis 
Director of Christian Education 

It is time to get excited for the kick-off of our fall schedule on 

Wednesday, August 22nd!  
 
Pathfinders Elementary group 
will go back to meeting from 
6 : 3 0 p m  -  8 : 0 0 p m  o n 
Wednesdays of each week. The 
theme for the K - 5th grade group 
will be “Dare to Dream”, inspired 
by the new movie, Planet 51. 
 
Lifeline High School group will 
meet from 6:30pm - 8:00pm on Wednesdays of each week. 
The theme for the 9th - 12th grade group will be “Good God”.  
 
Epic Middle School group will meet from 4:00pm - 5:30pm 
each week on Fridays. The theme for the 6th - 8th grade group 
will be “Monster University”, inspired by the upcoming Monsters 
Inc. movie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Catalyst College Ministry will start meeting 
each Wednesday effective August 29th. This 
group will meet from 8:00pm - 9:00pm. The 
theme will be “Crazy Love”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       August 25th—9:00am 
$30 Team fee 

 6 players per team 
                          $150 prize for the winning team! 

 
                                     Special needs for volunteer   

                                   referees—see Jeff Davis if you are  
                                     interested in volunteering or registering               
                                   your team: cedirector@pchighlands.com   

                                 or (863)646-3121.  

E n d  y o u r 

summer vacation 

with a splash! 

Say farewell to 

the end of your 

break with our 

end of summer 

p o o l  p a r t y 

celebration at the Maxwell’s home. See 

the details below: 

 

Wednesday, August 8th 

Maxwell Family’s Home 

5375 Luce Road, Lakeland, 33813 

 

Pathfinders (K– 5th Grade): 

5:00pm - 6:30pm 

Mid/SrHi Youth Group (6th-12th):  

6:30pm - 8:00pm 

 

Please bring either a snack or beverage 

to share. Hotdogs and hamburgers will 

be provided.  

End of Summer Pool 

Party for students K - 12!  
FALL STUDENT MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE 

September 7th - 8th       

6th  - 12th grade students 

are welcome to join us for a 

wild weekend! Cost is $80 & 

if you bring a friend they get 

are $40 each (unlimited!!!). 

You must sign-up by 

Sunday, September 1st.  

All money is 
due by 
Weds Sept. 
5th. 
Registration  
forms will be in the narthex 

& youth room. Everyone 

must complete a form to 

participate.  

 
 
 

High School Flag 
Football Tourney 



The local Christian home for boys is 
located between Lakeland & Winter 

Haven. PCH has supported this mission 
home for years. This home is always in 

need of your prayers. Tangible items you 
may contribute can be found on the list 

below. Please bring your items in before 
Sunday, August 19th, and help us fill the 
Anchor House van with donations!  You 
may place any donations in the Anchor 
House box located in the Mission of the 

Month cart located in the Narthex.   

 
 
 

Growth 
Task Team 

 
 

 

The Growth Task Team is working within the city’s 
approval process for our proposed two mobile 
modular units. These units will be utilized for student 
and adult activities, thereby freeing up additional 
space for the preschool inside the pod.  
 
We presented our site plan to the city’s 
Development Review Team on June 6th. Comments 
received from the city were very favorable. In July, 
our application was submitted to the Planning and 
Zoning Board. This information will be presented to 
the Planning and Zoning Board on August 21st.  
 
Depending on comments from anyone in the 
neighborhood, we may have to address some minor 
issues and present the final plans to the Planning 
and Zoning Board on September 18th. Following 
approval by the Planning and Zoning Board, the 
project will be presented to the City Commission in 
October or November.  
 
For further information on this project, please 
contact Pastor Shaun, Jeff Sprague, or Lynn 
Schindler.  

FOOD 

Boxed mashed potatoes, Vienna sausage, chili 

in the can (no beans), chicken noodle soup, 

canned chicken, crackers for soup, fruit juice, 

canned juice, cold cereals, beef broth, chicken 

broth, tomatoes, tomato sauce, tomato paste, 

canned fruit, grape & strawberry jelly, peanut 

butter 

 

SPECIAL 

Cooking oil, garlic powder or garlic salt, 

onion powder or onion salt, BBQ sauce, 

Worcestershire sauce, soy sauce, cayenne 

pepper, ketchup, chili powder, seasonings, 

toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap 

(powder), dryer sheets, dish washing soap 

(hand wash), bleach, paper products 

*no rice, please 

 

OTHER 

White bleachable towels, white socks, Lysol, 

steel tables, steam table, white washcloths, 

plastic ware, ice maker 

Anchor House 

 
 
 
 
Join us for a presentation of the Dominican 
Republic/Haiti Mission Trip on Sunday, August 
26th, from 5:00pm - 7:00pm. A free spaghetti 
dinner will be served and there will be many stories 
and pictures shared from the Dominican Republic!  
 
You supported our team, you prayed, and you 
donated money and supplies. Come see where your 
support went and hear how it benefited the 
orphaned children of Haiti. You will be blessed to 
see the hands and feet of Jesus Christ ministering 
to a broken world.  
 
If you have any questions about this event, please 
contact Ann Wortman: (863)682-4037. 
 

MISSION TRIP PRESENTATION 



Sunday School, Discipleship 

Workshop, Small Groups, and 

Adult Curriculum...we’ve 

heard many of these terms 

recently connected with Adult 

Ministries. Pondering these 

terms inspire brief day dreams 

which quickly turn to cold 

sweats...my feared Algebra 

teacher and high school class 

room setting come into view. 

Will I be picked to respond to 

a question? What if I don’t 

know the answer? Oh no!...I 

forgot to study for the test!  

 

Fortunately,  the same 

connotations many of us have 

with our youth education have  

no place in the adult 

educational programs that are 

provided here at PCH for your 

spiritual growth. Group 

leaders are working hard to 

finalize the materials to be 

studied this upcoming year. If 

you have questions or ideas, 

contact your group leader. If 

you don’t have a group leader, 

see Dan Brenneman or Eric 

Phillips, your friendly PCH 

“Guidance Counselors” to 

make sure you are placed in a 

class that best suits your 

needs. And don’t worry about 

the learning curve with any of 

our programs...there are no 

essays, no math assignments, 

and no demerits for wrong 

answers and no after school 

detention...clearly this is not 

at all the way I remember high 

school! Get ready, our Adult 

Ministry programs are right 

around the corner! 

While the “Dog 

Days of Summer” 

may not yet be 

over, the days of 

competitive Bocce 

and Volleyball on 

the fields of play 

here at PCH have 

come another seasonal close. 

“Bad Boy” Bielenski, the 

Charming Chartiers, and Mercer 

Mercenaries may have to seek 

o ther  out le ts  for  thei r 

competitive quests...but they 

have all left their impression 

during another fun filled 

summer here at PCH. You may 

ask yourself, what could attract 

such a diverse group of 

participants to these activities 

on a Wednesday night, in the 

middle of an already hectic 

S u m m e r  w e e k ?  I n  a 

word...COMMUNITY. We 

h a v e  a l l  e n j o ye d  t h e 

opportunities for fellowship our 

summer  ac t iv i t i es  have 

provided. So the days of 

summer have “set” us up 

perfectly as we find ourselves on 

target to “bump” the calendar 

forward into our fall programs!  

On the Learning Curve  

Eric Phillips //  Summer Time:  
Bocce & Volleyball 

I scream! You scream! We all scream for ice cream! Cool off with delicious ice cream 
sundaes on Friday, August 10th, at 7:00pm, before reminiscing. The entire church is 
invited for ice cream and the game, REMINISCING, during our monthly game night. 
Bring your favorite ice cream topping (sauce, fruit, candy, cookies, brownie, nuts, whip 
cream, etc.) to share & a friend to enjoy it with you!  Childcare will be 
provided. 

 

Bonjour! Imagine you are in Paris, France for lunch and not Florida. PCH+ will enjoy French 
inspired cuisine at Mimi’s Café (Lakeside Village, Lakeland), on Wednesday, August 15th, 
1:00pm. Please signup on the clipboard by Sunday, August 12th. If you need a ride, contact 
Diana Sprague at 619-5485, or Linda Hudson at 647-5532. Au Revoir!  

SENIOR MINISTRY MONTHLY GAME NIGHT & LUNCH 



Julie Laursen 
Preschool Director 

Caring for Our World 
Setting an Example 
We have had a busy summer and all of our 
classrooms have been full! Our children have learned 
about water, caring for the world God gave us, and 
different countries in our world. We are setting the 
example for caring for our world by the addition of a 
recycling container next to the dumpster. Please 
place cardboard, paper, glass, plastic and aluminum 
in this container. Be sure to only place recyclables in 
this container and trash in the trash dumpster. The 
container will only be emptied bi-weekly, so please 
break down all items to make the most of the space 
available. The Preschool staff members have been 
taking all of the recyclables to their homes and are 
very appreciative of the convenience of this new 
container. 

The 2012 - 2013 school year 
begins on August 20th, the 
same day Polk County school 
start their new year. We still 
have openings in our four 

year-old VPK program for full-days, mornings, or 
afternoons. For enrollment information, please 
contact  Ju l ie  Laursen v ia emai l  a t 
preschool@pchighlands.com or by calling (863)646-
9333.  

ADULT SOFTBALL! 

“Yes, honey, you can go play softball               

tonight...but I’m playing too.” 

 

The softball season is almost upon us! 

Do you want to join in on this                    

competitive co-ed team? We will play 

against other teams within the city 

league and are now recruiting. The 

deadline is August 19th to register and 

turn in your $28. Games begin on 

Tuesdays in September for ten weeks. 

What a great way to invite others to get 

involved and develop meaningful and 

fun relationships!  Email Coach Shaun 

if you are interested in joining the 

team: shaun.hartsell@pchighlands.com.  



PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

A U G U S T  &  

S E P T E M B E R  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
8th 

Erin Chartier 
11th 

Ray Vincent 
17th 

David Armstrong 
19th 

Jeanette Burt 
20th 

Marty Dayvault 
21st 

Laura Lindemann 
Helen Vogt 

24th 
Alex Laursen 

Anthony Pickren 
26th 

Barbara Milone 
28th  

Jamie Laursen 
30th 

Lindy Mercer 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th 
Donald & Lida Bennett, 24 years 

 

7th 
Garfield & Linda Brown, 47 years 

13th 
Larry & Dorry Clevenger, 66 years 

Charles & Betty Mater, 57 years 
31st 

Brian & Linda McDonough, 21 years 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
2nd 

Homer Pembleton 
6th 

Ursula Armstrong 
7th 

Doris Kneeream 
13th 

Audrey McKellin 
14th 

Stephen Hensley 
16th 

Linda Hudson 
17th 

Deborah Haldane 
18th 

Autumn Harsell 
21st 

Julie Armstrong 
Bob Heinrich 

22nd 
Ann Wortman 

24th 
Charles Pagliasotti 

26th 
Elaine Tan 

27th 
Diana Sprague 

29th 
Evan Hartsell 

30th 
Diane Gore 

Eric Wortman 
 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st 
Mark & Julie Laursen, 28 years 

 

5th 
Steve & Barbara Hensley, 33 years 

16th 
Bill & Barbara Dazley, 45 years 

18th 
Ricardo & Lorene Andino, 8 years 

28th 
Jon & Michelle Meyer, 4 years 


