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Mark Your Calendar 

A U G U S T  &  

S E P T E M B E R   

W a r m  
B i r t h d a y  &  

A n n i v e r s a r y  
W i s h e s !  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
2nd 

Homer Pembleton 

7th 
Doris May Kneeream 

13th 
Audrey McKellin 

14th 
Steven Hensley 

16th 
Linda Kay Hudson 

17th 
Deborah Haldane 

22nd 
Ann Wortman 

24th 
Charles Pagliasotti 

26th 
Elaine Tan 

27th 
Diana Sprague 

29th 
Richard Johnson 

30th 
Eric Wortman &  

Diane Gore 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
10th 

Betsy Martin 

11th 
Ray Vincent 

12th 
John Allison 

16th 
Emma Davis 

17th 
David Armstrong 

18th 
Heather Schindler & 

Scott Schindler 
19th 

Jeanette Burt 

20th 
Marty Dayvault & 

Jack Thompson 
21st 

Laura Lindemann & Helen Vogt 
24th 

John Allison & Alex Laursen 
26th 

Barbara Milone 
28th 

Jamie Laursen &  
Shannon Wright 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st  
Mark & Julie Laursen, 27 years 

 

5th 
Stephen & Barbara Hensley, 32 years 

 

16th  
Bill & Barbara Dazley, 44 years 
Jon & Michelle Meyer, 3 years 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5th  
Donald & Lida Bennett, 23 years 

 

7th 
Garfield & Linda Brown, 46 years 

 

13th  
Larry & Dorry Clevenger, 65 years 
Charles & Betty Mater, 56 years 

The Highlands 

Church Events 
 

July 3rd – Love in a Bowl 

July 5th – Holy Rollers 

July 8th – PCH+ Game Night 

July 19th – Holy Rollers 

July 20th  – PCH+ Luncheon 

Mondays: Chess Club, Catalyst  

Wednesdays: Meat & Bocce, 

Pathfinders, Lifeline  

Fridays: College ―Tea Party‖  

 

 

 

RALLY DAY 

PCH is kicking off all minis-

tries for the fall in our special 

Rally Day service! Get a 

glimpse of each group through 

presentations of drama, video, 

creative monologues—or a 

combination of all three! We are 

excited to invite you to one or 

more groups that interest you. In 

an effort to grow deeper and 

wider, we encourage you to 

bring a friend to worship with 

you on this Sunday to help us 

multiply our ministries! Small 

Group leaders, Sunday School 

teachers, ministry directors, and 

volunteers are working hard to 

creatively promote their minis-

try to you. Rally Day previously 

occurred during the Sunday 

School hour, but this year will 

occur during the worship        

service on Sunday, August 

21st, 10:30am—11:30am 

One can hardly believe the summer is coming 

to an end……already.  August is a month that 

the church starts to build momentum for the 

Fall.  Staff take planning weeks and programs 

start brainstorming. Our teams begin the             

creative thinking for women‘s and men‘s           

retreats.  We try to get the word out on the  

importance of joining a small group or attend-

ing Sunday School.  Everyone takes a deep 

breath because we are about to run a race…a 

race of commitment, energy, enthusiasm,          

outreach, thought-provoking lessons,                    

life-changing sermons, marketing efforts, team 

building excitement, and on and on.  But in 

every race, there‘s that little voice in our head  
 

continued at top right 

that says, ―I‘m too tired, I can‘t continue, I need 

to slow down, I need to stop, it hurts too 

much.‖  But if only we can learn to defeat that 

small voice, if only we can figure a way to  

silence those race-ending thoughts, then and 

only then will we succeed.  I will not stop.  I 

will not slow down.  I’m going to push on, go 

farther, do better than I ever have                  

before.  Will you join me?  Will you run with 

me?  Together, we will be the Body of 
Christ pursuing the Kingdom of God!  

A Word From the Pastor 

the 

Highlands Herald 

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

August 2011  

Reverend Shaun Hartsell holds a Bachelors Degree in Business from Middle Tennessee 

State  University and earned his Masters of Divinity from Reformed Theological Seminary.                                    

He celebrated his one year anniversary at PCH in June. 

Missions News                                              
John Milone, Elder of Missions 

 

August’s Mission of the Month is the Three Cents Per Meal collection. How much does your family 

spend on meals each day? $10 per day? $20 per day? $50 per day? How much would it hurt if you           

reduced your spending by only three cents per meal and donated that to a hunger program? Over one 

month, that would come out to less than $3.00...not much, right? But imagine if every family at PCH          

donated $0.03 per meal; we could raise more than $300 to fight hunger every month! Turn the page to 

find out more about the ―Three Cents Per Meal‖ collection and also the upcoming Anchor House 

dinner that will be catered by the Texas Cattle Company.  

Sunday, August 21st 

10:30am—11:30am 



 

OUR 
COMMUNITY 

Anchor House Ministries is having 

their Annual Benefit Dinner on 

Thursday, October 27, 2011, at 

6:30pm. This ministry for troubled youth 

is one of our Church missions and needs 

your continued support.  

This important event will be held at the Vision Center, located at 

1019 North Tennessee Avenue, on the campus of Word Alive              

Ministries in Lakeland. This affair will be catered by the Texas 

Cattle Co. Tickets can be purchased from Ed Long or our Elder 

of Missions, John Milone, for the reasonable cost of $25.00 

per person.  

The guest speaker for this event will be Lt. Steven Russell, the 

team leader in the capture of Saddam Hussein. In order to          

obtain the privilege of having Lt. Russell at this event, we had to go 

through many levels of the White House. Needless to say, it will be a 

very interesting evening with great conversation and a delicious          

dinner!  

Please, ensure that you mark your calendars and purchase your tickets 

ASAP. We do expect to have  a very large crowd in attendance this 

year, considering the caliber of our guest speaker. 

Anchor House offers a secure place, on their ten-acre campus, for boys 

to live in peace while they are nurtured in a Christian atmosphere. The 

boys also have an opportunity to grow self-sufficiently, leading into 

adulthood and becoming a positive influence in society. ‗Boys becom-

ing men,‘ is the tradition of Anchor House.  

The boys and staff at Anchor House  Ministries appreciate your             

continued  support and donations of food and many other items of 

which they are in need , and look forward to your attendance at this 

event!  

OFFERING SECURITY                            

 SUSTAINING HOPE                         

  PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY  

   GROWING LEADERSHIP 

THIS IS HOW WE KNOW WHAT LOVE IS: JESUS CHRIST LAID DOWN HIS 

LIFE FOR US. AND WE OUTGHT TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FOR OUR BROTHERS. IF 

ANYONE HAS MATERIAL POSSESSIONS AND SEES HIS BROTHER IN NEED BUT 

HAS NO PITY ON HIM, HOW CAN THE LOVE OF GOD BE IN HIM? DEAR CHILDREN, 

LET US NOT LOVE WITH WORDS OR TONGUE BUT WITH ACTIONS AND IN TRUTH.   

          1 JOHN 3:22 

ITS ABOUT SPIRITUAL 

CHANGE, NOT SPARE 

CHANGE!                                        
―FOR I WAS HUNGRY & YOU GAVE 

ME SOMETHING TO EAT, I WAS 

THIRSTY & YOU GAVE ME SOME-

THING TO DRINK, I WAS A 

STRANGER & YOU NIVTED  ME IN.‖ 

          Matthew 25:36 

3¢ per meal 
The August mission of the month is a small 

first step in the battle against hunger and pov-

erty. The ―Three Cents Per Meal‖ collection is 

an additional giving opportunity which invites 

every worship attendee—of all ages—to          

contribute a few cents at every meal. This         

simple act is an expression of thanks for what 

we have received. It is also a commitment to 

share with others in response to Jesus‘                 

command ―You give them something to eat.‖ 

Congregations in our Presbytery collected more 

than $65,000 through programs similar to the 

―Three Cents Per Meal‖ collection in past years. 

Isn’t it amazing how a small gift from one         

person can turn into a significant gift when 

combined with the contributions of others?  

At PCH, the ―Three Cents Per Meal‖ collection 

typically occurs the first Sunday of each month. 

However, during the month of August, when 

―Three Cents Per Meal‖ is our featured mission 

for the month, donations will be accepted each 

Sunday. The ―red bucket‖ will be placed in the  

Narthex for your contributions to this 

cause; alternatively, you may designate 

it on your  offering envelope. Addition-

ally, any loose change that is placed in 

the offering plate during August will go 

toward the ―Three Cents Per Meal‖ 

collection.  

Consider this: peasants harvest             

strawberries in Mexico, pineapple in the 

Philippines, and sugar cane in the        

Dominican Republic for less than $5.00 

a day. Have you ever thought of or ex-

plored the human cost it takes for the 

food on your table?   

Won‘t you consider joining in PCH‘s 

―Three Cents Per Meal‖ collection this 

month? Our collective donation will 

help at-risk farm workers with much 

needed food supplies. Let‘s each take 

this one little step, that together,            

becomes a giant leap to fight hunger.  

w
o
rsh

ip
 arts  

The PCH PW Gathering Brunch will be held on            

Saturday, September 10th, at 9:30am. The hostesses of 

this event will be the members of the Friday Morning Circle.  

 

The featured speaker for this event is from CIW (Coalition of                   

Immokalee Workers), which deals with slavery in the fields and the 

food we eat. As a part of this event, guests will be able to tour the           

Florida Modern Slave Museum.  

 

The Presbyterian Church has supported this program since 2006. The 

Church family, including men, women, and youth, are invited to 

join PW at 10:30am for the program and tour the museum. This is 

an event you will not want to miss! Donations will be appreciated 

to take the arrangement home following the worship 

service. If you are interested, please sign-up on the 

calendar located on the bulletin board near the 

kitchen, as well as complete the form located in the 

weekly bulletin.  

 

The Worship Arts Team has several vacancies for 

volunteers! Our volunteers record the names of          

anyone visiting our Church on Sunday mornings. We 

do not make personal visits to the homes of visitors, 

but a letter is sent from Pastor Hartsell welcoming 

these individuals. The volunteers are free to send an 

additional note as well. If you would like to assist in 

recording information from the Friendship Pads            

immediately after Sunday service, please contact 

Tina Mosley.  

 freedom in the fields 

A May article featured in the Presbyterians Today magazine revealed shocking details of an account of modern day slavery in the fields. Chris 

Herlinger summed it up well when he said, ―It almost doesn‘t seem possible. But nearly 150 years after the official abolition of slavery in the 

United States, modern-day versions of slavery continue to exist and even flourish. Perhaps the most notable examples are found in the agricul-

tural sector—where farmworkers toil for next to nothing and where cases of human trafficking and slavery have been prosecuted.‖  

 

CIW created the Campaign for Fair Food in 2001; this campaign is backed by the PC(USA), along with several other denominations and 

groups. The campaign is striving to stop agricultural slavery by identifying the conditions that perpetuate it.  As a result of the Presbyterians & 

others that have supported the campaign, nine of the biggest world food companies have signed fair food agreements.  

 

If you would like to learn more about the Campaign for Fair Food before the September PW Gathering Brunch,  visit the following websites:  

>> www.pcusa.org/fairfood—resources & background on  Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) involvement in the Campaign for Fair Food 

>>www.ciw-online.org—information about the Coalition for Immokalee Workers 

Every second counts! Because workers are only paid for the number of buckets 
picked at the end of each day, they struggle to quickly load their tomatoes into 

a truck by hoisting buckets weighing 32lbs. About four feet in the air.  

Thanks to a generous donation from Tom and 

Betsy Martin, we are in the process if refreshing 

as well as purchasing new silk plants and seasonal 

wreaths for the Sanctuary and  Narthex. We are so 

grateful to have these beautiful arrangements when 

fresh flowers are not available. 

 

Throughout the remainder of the year, there are still 

several openings for fresh flower donations for our 

Church family to purchase flowers for Sunday morn-

ing worship services. If you would wish to celebrate, 

honor or provide flowers in memory of a loved one or 

special occasion, the cost is $25 and you are invited  

Tina Mosley, Elder of Worship Arts                             

Lynn Schindler, Elder of Worship Arts 

 
 

Outside of the Florida Modern Slavery 

Museum, pictured to immediate right. 
 

Visitors touring the inside of the Museum, 

far right.   



One of our Preschool Teachers shared 

a very touching story with me recently 

and I would like to share it with all of 

you.  Names have been changed for 

anonymity. 

 

Katie, a very loving and passionate 

child, who was in our program last 

year, had some behavioral challenges. 

Katie was very bright, but needed a lot 

of one-on-one attention to help keep 

her focused. Our teachers worked very 

hard to keep her busy and challenged.  

She attended Chapel Time each week 

and was present for the Bible lessons 

and prayer time in class; however,  it 

did not seem like she paid any atten-

tion. 

 

Toward the end of the school year,  

Katie was drawing a picture and went 

to her teacher and told her, ―I just 

made a present for God.‖  Her teacher 

was pleased with Katie‘s sincerity 

about her picture for God. Katie 

wanted to know how to give her            

picture to God and why we couldn‘t 

see Him. Her teacher took Katie            

outside and explained that we see God 

through His creation and through        

actions. Katie was not completely         

satisfied with this answer, so her 

teacher told her that they were going to 

present her present to God. Katie‘s 

teacher then took the little girl into the 

Sanctuary, laid the picture on the altar, 

and knelt down with Katie to pray with 

her.  

 

Later, Katie asked again if God was 

real and her teacher explained, ― I 

know that He is real because you made 

a picture for Him and that means that 

He is living inside of you.‖ Katie           

began jumping up and down with a 

smile on her face.   

 

“Katie’s Story” is continued at top 
 

A CHILD‘S   

FAITH 

Precious Children in the Highlands 
Preschool is now enrolling for the 

2011-2012 school year.  
 

If you, or someone you know, has 
a child that will have turned 4 on 
or before September 1, 2011, ask 

about our free VPK program! 
There are openings available in our 

afternoon VPK. 
 

 Please call (863)646-9333 or 
email preschool@pchighlands.com 

for more information.  
 

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

Katie’s Story, continued... 

 

It was a challenging year, but this example (one of many) made it clear 

why we are here. Our preschool is more than learning the skills          

necessary to be ready for Kindergarten. Our goal is to introduce and 

model faith to all of our families.  God is present in our preschool 

and we praise Him each and every day. 

Preschool News 
Julie Laursen, Director 

 

OUR 

YOUTH 
AUGUST BRINGS FUN ACTIVITIES & THE START OF SOMETHING 

EPIC OUR NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP KICKS OFF THIS MONTH!   

 

 

 

 

I am very excited to announce the launch of our new 

Middle School Ministry group, Epic! Epic is a group 

designed to meet the needs of students in 6th—8th 

grades & guide them toward living a life of signifi-

cance. The theme for Epic is ―Fantasy versus               

Reality‖. The month of September will begin with Harry Potter. 

This  Middle School group will meet on  Friday afternoons, from 

4:00pm —5:30pm. We will meet on the lawn after school & then 

transition inside for   activities, lessons, & small groups. The kick-

off date for this new group is Friday, August 26th. Until  that time, 

all Middle School students should continue to plan on attending the 

Lifeline events.  

Please refer to the schedule  below for upcoming events for our 

High School AND  Middle School  students for August: 

 

 

Jeff Davis, Director of Christian Education 

August 10th:  Pool Party — Lifeline will be having a pool party, for          

Middle & High School Youth, to celebrate the last week of summer! The 

event will be held at the home of Paul & Pete Carter, from 6:00pm—

8:00pm. We will meet at the Carters‘ house and dinner will be provided. 

For directions, contact Jeff in the Church office 

 

August 17th: No youth group—Jeff Davis will be out of the office on 

his planning week 

 

All High School age students, 

grades 9—12, are invited to       

attend these events: 

 

August 24th: Lifeline Summer 

Recap—High School age youth 

are invited to come to the Lifeline 

Room at PCH, from 6:30pm-

8:00pm, and take a look back at 

the summer and prepare for the 

upcoming school year  

 

August  31st: Lifeline ―Enlisted‖ 

Begins — Come find out about 

the exciting new changes to the 

High School ministry!  

Middle & 

High School 

Pool Party, 

Aug. 10th! 

 

Friday, August 19th: Parent Night! 
 

 

Parents of all Elementary, Middle, & High School age students are invited to attend this special 

information session  on our youth programs for the upcoming school year.  

 

There will be ministry overviews for planning the family calendar, as well as the opportunity to ask 

questions and sign-up to volunteer or assist as you feel called.  

All Elementary age students, 

grades K—5, are invited to attend 

these events: 

 

August 10th: Free Bowling—We 

will meet at the Church at 6:00pm 

and then go to AMF Lanes on S. 

Florida Ave. Sign-up early & it is 

free!  
 

August 17th: No youth —Jeff Davis 

will be out of the office on his          

planning week 
 

August 24th: Fall Session Begins—

We will kick off our new season of 

Pathfinders from 6:30pm—7:30pm at 

the Church  
 

August 31st: 6:30pm—7:30pm 
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NO MOM ALONE is the motto! MOMS (previously MOPS) 

will resume meeting on Tuesday, August 23rd, 9:00am—

11:00am.  We meet in the Lifeline Room of the Preschool 

building, and all moms of preschool age children are welcome 

to attend.  

 

Moms Offering Mutual Support are here to encourage, inspire 

& uplift each other to be the best moms we can be! Childcare is 

provided for these meetings.  

 

Congratulations to two of our MOMS families: Lula had a 

healthy & beautiful baby girl, Querida Dominga, on June 10th, 

and Aimee had a baby  boy, Aiden, on June 20th. Who will be 

the next new mommy? Join us to find out! Contact Helen for 

more information—(863)647-1321. 

 

PCH+                       

SENIOR MINISTRY 
PCH+ is hosting our annual Sundae Sunday 

Ice Cream Social, following morning              

worship (11:45am), on Sunday, August 

28th. This complimentary family event is 

open to all ages, and we will have all the 

fixings available for your dream sundae! 

There will also be a lunch option of burgers, 

hot dogs, chips & a beverage for only $5 per 

adult & $2.50 per child. A sign-up sheet for 

ice cream only, or ice cream & lunch, is available on the              

information board outside of the kitchen. Questions? Contact 

Diana Sprague.  

 

 

Are You Smarter Than a Fifth Grader? Come find out by            

playing the game! Class is in session on Friday, August 12th, 

from 7:00pm—9:00pm at the PCH+ Game Night! Game night 

is held at the Church. Please join us and bring a snack to share. 

Childcare is provided.  

 

The PCH+ Luncheon this month will be held on Wednesday, 

August 17th, 1:00pm, at Rib Crib. The sign-up sheet for this 

event is located on the 

PCH+ bulletin board, next 

to the kitchen. Please let us 

know if you are coming by 

Sunday, August 14th. If 

you need transportation, 

please call Diana Sprague 

or Linda Hudson.  

MOMS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2011 Horizon‘s Bible study, Confessing the Beatitudes, 

has arrived. It will be available in the Narthex, following 

worship, for $5.00. This study will be used by Circle of 

Friends, Friday AM Circle, and Wednesday PM Women‘s 

Group.   

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
WOMEN 

MOMS Aimee and Lula pictured   

Helen Vogt, MOMS Group Leader 

Following Rally Day on Sunday, August 21st, small groups will 

resume for the fall. Join us in the library from 6:30pm—7:30pm as 

we complete our study of Revelations and then move on to the 

Beatitudes. Please see information on the resource book for the 

Beatitudes study above or contact Helen Vogt for additional            

information.  

The 2011 Presbterian Women Helpshops will 

be held on Thursday, September 22nd, at First 

Presbyterian Church in Winter Haven. Enjoy a 

day of listening, learning and sharing!   

 

You may select two workshops (out of a total of ten being 

offered). These choices are in addition to Bible study. 

Lunch is provided.  

 

The day begins at 9:00am and ends at 2:00pm. The cost 

of the event is $8.00 per person. An alternate date is avail-

able for working women on Saturday, October 1st, at 

Christ Presbyterian Church in Largo.  

 

To register for the helpshops & pay the fee, please contact 

Diana Sprague by Sunday, September 11th.  

 

facility (i.e. doors that ―mysteriously‖ won‘t unlock, 

things that were ―fixed‖ & ―mysteriously‖ became 

―unfixed‖, etc.  

 

If you have any information helpful to 

N.F.O.O.P.S., the Q.E.P., or regarding any S.I.Q.s, 

please contact the U.F.O. @ (863)409-4094 or 

pch.maintenance@gmail.com. Your name will re-

main confidential and your reward will be in 

Heaven!  

S.T. 

―helpshops‖ 

Women of Faith Weekend (Imagine) will be held at the 

St. Pete Times Forum in Tampa, Florida on October 14th-

15th, 2011.  

 

Escape from the every day at a Women of Faith weekend 

and be refreshed, encouraged and inspired for more than 

you could ever Imagine!  

 

For tickets, call Donna Davis at A Woman‘s Choice at 

(863)683-2341. Purchase of tickets through A Woman‘s 

Choice offers a designated group rate of $89 and $20 of this 

purchase will be donated to A Woman‘s Choice. The price 

includes all sessions (Friday, 10:00am—3:30pm & 

7:00pm—10:00pm along with Saturday from 9:00am—

5:00pm) plus a box lunch on both days.  

 

This is a real bargain and will be a wonderful weekend. 

Please check the PCH bulletin board for more details.  

Previously covert programs, revealed! 

 

1. N.F.O.O.P.S. (pronounced “in-foops”):  

 New Focus on Old Problems — is currently 

engaged in finding a permanent solution to the 

failure of our lightning protection system (or an 

L.P.S.)  to protect our office equipment, etc. Al-

though we will no longer be receiving all new 

office equipment (A.N.O.E) every year, its still 

the right thing to do.  

 

2. Q.E.P. (pronounced “que-eeee-peee”):  

 Quirk Eradication Program — A U.F.O. 

(pronounced you-eff-ohh), Un-named Field         

Operative (me) is actively seeking out and 

eradicating small irritating quirks (S.I.Q.s) in our 

Maintenance News 
Shannon Thornton, Facilities Coordinator 
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Billy Madden, High School Intern 

Hey everyone! This summer at PCH has been an amazing  experience for 

me. Between VBS, Catalyst, and the new widow and widower ministry, 

the summer was packed full of fun and excitement. Thank you to all of 

the people that took the time to speak into my life while I was here,         

because of you PCH has  become a second family for me.  

 

There is lots of positive activity happening at PCH. Here is an update on 

some of our programs: The Widow & Widower Ministry continues to 

thrive with recent appointments including furniture moving, lunch, and 

window cleaning. A big thank you to the host families that welcomed the 

Catalyst group into your homes for fun conversation and Bible study. The 

Chess Club has reached a new all time high for participation and is        

grateful to Diana Long who donated chess boards and score pads from 

the Ministry of Care Team as well as Diana Sprague who donated two 

chess boards to the Club. Volunteers are needed to oversee the Chess 

Club in my upcoming absence. Please contact Jeff Davis if you are inter-

ested.  

 

Over the next semester, I will be traveling back home to get ready for my 

trip to Israel. I will be spending five weeks in Jerusalem as part of South-

eastern University‘s Study Abroad Program. This trip has an opportunity 

to forever change my life and I pray that it will. I will return to Lakeland 

the following semester to continue my studies at Southeastern.  

 
I will continue praying for you and PCH. I look forward to seeing you all 

in the Spring! 


