
PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

 The Installation of Reverend Shaun Hartsell as Pastor of Presbyterian Church in the  
Highlands will take place on Sunday, August 8th, at 3:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary.   

This service will be followed by a reception with light refreshments.   
Please join in this celebration of welcome. 

 

OUR PURPOSE 
Our purpose is to bring people into the fellowship of God’s family, 

help them to grow spiritually mature, 
Prepare them for service, and equip them to share their faith, 

So that God is glorified through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

PCH: “Transforming People with God’s Loving Truth!” 



A Message from our Pastor 
 

HEY!  We are excited to be adding new members to our fold on August 8th during our Sunday 
Service at 10:30am.  We extend the invitation to you, too. If you have been attending for season 
and feel like it is time to make it official, then we invite you to our new member class on Sunday, 
August 1st, 8:00am-10:00am in the Church Sanctuary.  A group of almost twenty will get some 
information and meet some of our leaders.  We'll have refreshments and an opportunity to share 
stories.  It is an exciting time in the life of the church and we invite you to be a part of this grow-
ing season.  Let us know if you plan to attend so that we can prepare for you.  Call or email the 
church office to RSVP at 863.646.3121 or secretary@pchighlands.com. 

        

 

         ON A MUSICAL NOTE 
 

“Music speaks what cannot be expressed, soothes the mind and gives it rest, heals the heart  
and makes it whole, flows from heaven to the soul.” – Author Unknown 

 

The goal of our music ministry here at PCH is to bring people closer to the presence of God 
through music and worship. After a long summer hiatus, our choir will once again be joining us 
in worship towards the middle of the month. At the end of the month, our scholarship students 
will be filtering back in to enrich our ensembles with their musical talents. In order for you to get 
to know them better, a musician from our program will be featured in the newsletter every month.  
Our music reading class is up and running. Unfortunately, it is too late to join this class. Don’t 
worry! We will be offering another class in the fall for those who would like to learn to read sheet 
music or brush up on their skills. On that note, I would also invite all members of the choir and 
hand bell choir to be a part of the next class so we can strengthen our abilities and "Sing unto 
[God] a new song and play skillfully with a loud noise." Psalms 33:3 . Tony Mercer, Director of 
Music Worship. 

       

              CHECK IT OUT! 
 

Our website has been refurbished!  You can now listen to our Sunday sermons on our 
website as well as check out our current updated calendar.  

Check it out  www.pchighlands.com when you have a moment to browse the site.  Offer us your 
ideas to make it even better.  We look forward to hearing your feedback.  We'll see you online! 

 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
ANCHOR HOUSE MINISTRIES 

 

This local Christian home for boys is located between Lakeland and Winter Haven, and PCH has 
supported this mission home for years.  Sunday, August 29th, will be our collection day.  A van will 
be parked out front of the church to collect your contributions.  This home is always in need of 
your prayers, plus food items such as ketchup, mustard, spaghetti sauce and paper products.  They 
are also in need of a few crock pots.  We will have plastic bottles for your loose change available in 
the Narthex for those who would rather give cash for gift certificates.  Dr. Michael Staples, Execu-
tive Director of Anchor House Ministries,  will be our guest Minister on the 29th.  Please mark 
your calendars, and let’s have the largest offering PCH has ever had .If you have any questions, 
please see Ed Long.        

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY       Most of us knew, respected and loved Edna Harville.  
But, for those who are new to our congregation and didn't have the chance to meet 
this extraordinary lady, please let us  introduce her.  Edna was born in Durham. 
NC on August 22, 1915.  She attended North Carolina Schools and although she 
skipped three grades and graduated at age 15, Edna chose to work in order to put 
her older brother through college.  She married the love of her life, Harold in 
1936. He passed away in 1980.  Their lives together were full of travel, varied experiences, and 
three devoted children.  Because of their youngest son’s health they moved to Lakeland in 1963. 
Her daughter, Cheryl, spoke of the unwavering faith Edna had in our Lord and that she lived her 
faith everyday of her life.  Edna  served as an Elder and was active in many of the organizations and 
committees of PCH, including the Morning Circle. One of the teachers of the adult Sunday school 
class, she was a leader of the prayer chain.  More than once Edna would show  up at a friend’s door 
with a bag of groceries after hearing the family had experienced a crisis the day before. Many of us 
sought her out to request her personal prayers for a difficult time in our lives. Her granddaughter, 
Cathie, recounted the summers she spent at Grandma’s house; playing dress up, and driving all 
over town in the “65 Plymouth.”  She recounted many other blessings and a lifetime  of memories 
to cherish regarding this remarkable Southern lady who lived her life by following the Prayer of St. 
Francis which begins, “Lord make me an instrument of your peace.”Edna passed away on July 22, 
2010.  The Presbyterian Church in the Highlands was truly blessed to count Edna Harville as a one 
of our own, and we thank God for the time she spent with us.  

The women of PCH will be hosting a baby shower honoring Shaun and Melissa  
Hartsell  on Sunday, August 22nd, at 3:00 to be held in the Church sanctuary.   
All are invited. Please join us and help celebrate this happy occasion  The happy  
parents-to - be are registered at Babies - R - Us. 
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Wednesday night women will continue to meet during the summer at 6:30 p.m. in the library.   
Due to class members’ vacations schedules we have set our book aside and will view inspirational 
messages from Joyce Meyer.   All women welcome!   

    Julie Laursen 

    

  ANNUAL PCH ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
 

Come one and all to the annual PCH Ice Cream Social on Saturday, August 28th, at 
7:00 p.m.  There will be plenty of tasty ice cream and fun topping for creative sundaes.  
Following dessert there will be games including Family Feud on DVD. This is a family 

event.  Let’s celebrate the end of summer together 

    

   RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE TRAINING! 
Attention ALL PCH volunteers.  If you volunteer here at PCH in ANY capacity, from decorating 
the sanctuary on Sundays, to helping with the children and youth group, to answering phones on 
Wednesday, you must attend this Volunteer Insurance Training on Wednesday August 18th, at 
6:30p.m. If you plan on driving for youth events,  please have your driver’s license and insurance 
cards available to make a copy.  

The preschool is enrolling for fall and still has openings for our afternoon VPK      
program. Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) is a free program for children who have 
turned four by September 1st. and live in the state of Florida.  If you would like more 
information about our program, contact Julie Laursen at 863-646-9333 or e-mail  
preschool@pchighlands.com 
 

 

God made plants with seed (Gen. 1:11) 
Everything God made was very good (Gen. 1:31) 

God gives us things to enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17) 
 

Check out our Two and Three Year-Old class enjoying the watermelon they grew in 
their garden!  If anyone has a green thumb and would like to assist the preschool 
with additional gardening projects, we can use your help. 

         Sunday, August 22nd                    9:00a .m.-10:00a .m. 

Wonder what to expec t a t PCH for 2010/ 2011? 
Come find  out what is happening with Sunday sc hool, Wednesday night p ro-

grams, and  muc h, muc h more. Continenta l Breakfast will be served .  Ra lly Day will 

be held  in the Church b reezeway 

 
 

      PCH Men’s Ministry 

Presbyterian Women Ministry 

The Women Circle Groups meet from September through May 
 

 
 

MONDAY EVENING CIRCLE  meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Church library. They invite all women, regardless of age, to participate. For more information,  Jill 
Wolfersberger can be reached at 644-1768. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S GROUP meets every Wednesday evening, at 6:30 p.m.in the 
Church library.  Contact Helen Vogt for more information.  Childcare is provided 
 

FRIDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Church library or in the home of the hostess. 

   
WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES AT 9:00 A.M. 
 

BLENDED SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.      CONTEMPORARY SERVICE AT 6:00 P.M. 
 

BOTH SERVICES ARE FOLLOWED WITH AN OPPORTUNTIY FOR FELLOWSHIP. 

 

HOLY ROLLERS meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the library.  
These ladies roll strips of old bed sheets to be used as bandages overseas. 

The group meets every Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room in the pod. 
The group is studying  the books of the Bible.  Childcare is provided.  All men are wel-
come to join.  For more information, contact Elder Don Bennett.  

 

Do you ever feel like you want to come on Wednesday nights for Bible study and 
youth group activities, but there just isn’t enough time to get the family fed and out 

the door?  Let us introduce you to “Wednesday Night Dinner at PCH”...  
 
 
 

Every Wednesday plan to join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. here at PCH. Then plan to stay and enjoy 
all the activities The cost will be $4 for adults and $2 for children. The current week’s menu   
 will be listed in the Sunday bulletin.  This ministry is headed by our talented cooking volunteers.  
If you would like to volunteer to help with the Wednesday night dinner, please contact Jeff Davis, 
or Holly Bishop.  All support is welcomed and encouraged.  YUM!   YUM! 
 
          Postponed until Fall 



  PCH “Plus” Mission Statement 
PCH+ is a non-fund-raising group within Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

with an emphasis on senior ministry.  Our purpose is to provide Christian  fellow-

ship, entertainment, travel, study and prayer. 

PCH+ Monthly Luncheon  
The August luncheon will be held on Wednesday, August 18th , at 1:00 p.m. at Il Forno , 3615 
Florida Ave., S.  Lakeland. Please sign up in the Narthex. 
 
PCH + GAME NIGHT WILL RESUME FRIDAY, AUGUST 13TH, 7:00 P.M. 
The game will be “Senior Moments”  One is never too young to have a senior moment or play 
“Senior Moments”, a fun memory game for everyone who might need the practice. This event will 
be held at the church 6:00 p.m.  Please bring a snack to share. 

     

   PCH PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BRUNCH 
 

All women of the Church are invited to the PW gathering on Saturday, September 18th, 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Sanctuary.  The brunch will be hosted by the Friday Morning 
Circle.  The guest speaker will be announced at a later date. Childcare will be provided.  
Please save the date and plan to attend. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SYNOD RETREAT 
 

The Synod of South Atlantic PW Gathering will be held on October 22nd to 24th, at 
Epworth By the Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia,  Registration is due by September 1st, 
2010.  There are three workshop sessions and fifteen worship topic choices.  Multiple 

lodging choices are available also.  This event is held every three years.  If interested in attending,  
please contact Diana Sprague, PCH PW Moderator.  Complete information is available on the bul-
letin board in the Narthex.  Please check it out. Diana plans to attend with the district facilitator, 
Kay Haas.  Preference on your work shops and rooming are on a first come basis; sign up early to get 
your choice 

 

2010 HELPSHOPS -  THEME ...“HOPE FOR TODAY” 
 

All Presbyterian women are invited to attend Helpshops on Saturday, September 11th,  
at Hope Presbyterian Church, Winter Haven, Florida,  From 9:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.   
The fee is $7.00 per person including lunch.  You may choose two Helpshops.  Please 

      contact Diana Sprague by August 23rd to register for attendance. 

 Wednesday nights 6:30 p.m. All elementary students and K –5th 
graders are welcome to join us for an exciting evening that is sure 

to make your week more enjoyable.  We  focus on God as well as fun activities. 

     Wednesday nights 6:30 p.m. Middle and High school students are invited to 
join us for a great time of activities, games, and much more.   

    Jeff Davis 

 Rays Days 
There is still time to go see your Tampa Bay Rays this season.   

Friday, August 27th vs. The Boston Red Sox 
                Tickets for this game are $20.00 each. Signups begin August 1st.   

Payment is due by Wednesday, August 24th 
                             Hope you can join us and catch some Rays! 

               _Lifeline World  Cup   

 August 4th Destination Unknown 
*Drivers are needed for this evening.  Lifeline might not return until 9:00pm or later this 
evening.  We will be leaving Lakeland for the event. 
*Everyone needs to bring $10 as well as extra spending money in case we have extra time. 
    August 11th Inside Challenge 

August 18th Wacked Out Games 

       

            POOL PARTY!         

    Friday, August 20th 
               

           5:00-8:00pm 
 

Jutta and Graham Arrington’s House 
“Cookout, swim, eat, play, hang out” 

If you need directions to their house, please call the church office 646-3121 


