
Dear Beloved, 
 

It is with a sense of irony that Palm Sunday falls on April Fools’ Day 

this year; I quite imagine Jesus graciously riding the colt into 

Jerusalem and thinking to Himself, in a way that I can only describe 

through the words of Jack Nicholson’s role in the 1989 version of 

Batman, when he said, “Wait’ll they get a load of me!”  But, it is with 

JOY that we embark towards our Holy Week marathon the beginning 

of April.  My favorite experience, though, is the dark Tenebrae 

service on Thursday.  Why? I’ll answer that with a little story.  Years 

ago, I had heard that Catholics are often criticized for focusing on the 

crucifixion of Christ more so than the Resurrection.  That’s why Jesus 

appears on the crosses they wear or put on their walls.  Protestants are 

often criticized for focusing on the resurrection of Christ more so than 

the suffering and sacrifice.  That’s why Jesus is absent on their 

crosses.  When Keith, my handsome identical twin brother, starting 

attending an Anglican church, I teased him about wearing his 

crucifix.  Keith, looked at me, raise an eyebrow, and said, “Shaun, 

there’s two sides to this cross.  Jesus is on one side, the other is 

empty.”  To me, Easter can fully be appreciated through the lens of 

the dark service of shadows, which we will experience on Maundy 

Thursday of Holy Week.  Come!  Join me as we witness the snuffing 

of the Christ candle. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

The 

A Word From Pastor Shaun 

A matter of perspective 

4.5 
Maundy Thursday Service (7:30pm) 

4.9 
Circle of Friends (7:00pm)                                       

4.8 
Easter Celebration (10:30am)                                      

Easter Egg Hunt (11:30am) 

4.13 
Senior Ministry Game Night (7:00pm) 

4.18 
Senior Ministry Lunch (1:00pm) 

4.20 
Friday Morning Circle (9:30am)                     

Women’s Retreat                                                         

MidHi Retreat                                                      

Elementary Retreat 

4.21 
Women’s Retreat                                                            

MidHi Retreat                                                      

Elementary Retreat 

4.22 
Women’s Retreat 

4.25 
BBQ Dinner Fundraiser 



A r e  y o u  p r e g n a n t  o r  h a v e  a  

c h i l d  t h r o u g h  K i n d e r g a r t e n  

a g e ?  Come be a part of idea sharing and 

fellowship...just for moms of preschool age 

children! Upcoming events include: Adult/

Chi ld/ Infant  CPR,  Kindermuzik,                        

self-defense demo, and money saving tips.  
 

Wednesdays 

9:00am—11:00am  
Lifeline Room in the Preschool Building 

Free childcare provided 

For more info, contact  

Helen: jartvogt @gmail.com   
 

 Moms are uniquely and wonderfully made, 

and being moms is what brings us together! 

Fully Rely On God 

April 20-22, 2012 

Cedarkirk  

1920 Streetman Drive 

Lithia, FL 

 

Presbyterian Women 

in the Presbytery of 

Tampa Bay host their first solo Spring Retreat 

at Cedarkirk! A time apart for fellowship, Bible 

Study, and mission, each day of this three day 

retreat has a purpose. 
 

Friday, April 20th, is a look at where we came 

from as a reformed and ever reforming 

denomination, and Leaving a Legacy through 

stories and scrap booking. Saturday, April 21st, is 

where we are and includes an overview of the 2012

-2013 Bible Study, Dispatches to God’s 

Household: The General Epistles, led by Libby 

Shannon, Chaplain at Eckerd College. There will 

also be elective workshops offered on this day for 

ecumenical dance, spiritual gifts, spiritual 

practices, computer and publishing help, nature 

works, and more on Bible study. Sunday, April 

22nd, will start in silence for awaiting the Holy 

Spirit’s insights about where we might be going 

next. A worship service with communion and 

lunch will complete this time away.  
 

Bring a themed basket (bags, boxes, etc.) filled 

with goodies for our door prizes. Waiting to see 

who gets to go home with which basket is such a 

fun way to end the activities on Saturday!  
 

Registrations are due by April 8th. Come for a day, 

2 days, or all three! Contact Helen Vogt or Diana 

Sprague for more information.  

Save the Date 

May 19th, 9:30am—PW Brunch & Meeting 

At our May brunch, we will be introducing Samantha 

Gruker, the Department of Community Development 

Liaison, from Duval Homes in Glenwood as our guest 

speaker.  

Please start saving your Campbell labels and cancelled 

stamps to bring in on that day. All women of the church are 

invited.  

Helen Vogt 

MOMS Leader 

Refreshment. Renewal. Relaxation.  

PW Monthly Events: 

 

 Circle of Friends: Meet for Bible study, 
at PCH, on Monday, April 9th—7:00pm. 
All women are invited, visitors welcome.    

 Friday AM Circle: Meet for Bible study, 
on Friday, April 20th — 9:30am, at the 
church. All women are invited, visitors 
welcome.  

 Women’s Bible Study Small Group: 
Continues to meet each Wednesday 
evening at 6:30pm, in the PCH library. 
We have concluded our study, 
“Confessing the Beatitudes”. We will 
begin a new study on Abram (Genesis 12
-22) on Wednesday, April 4th . This study 
will be in conjunction with a CD narrative. 
Childcare is provided. All women are 
welcome to join at any point in this study. 

 Holy Rollers: In April, the group meets 
on Tuesday, April 3rd & April 17th, 
from 9:30am-11:00am. The group will be 
officially ending on Tuesday, May 1st, 
and this will be the final opportunity to 
officially roll bandages for Global Health 
Ministries. Don’t miss these last  three 
mission opportunities! Contact Diana 
Sprague for more information.  



Missions Update \\ Talbot House 

April’s Mission of the 

Month is Talbot House. 
Talbot House is one of the 
o l d e s t  a n d  m o s t 
comprehensive homeless 
care centers in Polk County. 
Their commitment is to 
provide shelter, healthcare, 
and renewal to the homeless 
in our community. The 
mission of Talbot House is 

“To provide each person who comes to our door 
with the immediate needs of food, shelter, and 
clothing. Through an array of services and with 
the love of God, each person is encouraged to 
find fulfillment and life anew.”  
 

Donations for personal care kits are  currently 
being sought for Talbot House. Items such as 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, brushes, 
soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc. can be 
dropped in the labeled bin located in the narthex.  
 

Talbot House also has a special need for 
contributions of sneakers (tennis shoes) of all 
sizes. Canned vegetables are also needed. 
Please consider donating these items to the bin 
in the narthex as well.  

Questions? Contact Ann Wortman 

Filling An Ark // The PCH Sunday School offering is 

being used to purchase animals from Heifer 
International. So far, we have bought a llama, a sheep, a 
trio of rabbits, and honeybees. Now all we need is 
volunteers to feed the animals, clean the stalls, collect 
the honey...okay, so we don’t really have to take care of 
the animals! But that is only because they have been 
sent as gifts to needy families around the world! The 
honeybees will provide honey and beeswax for families 
to sell; the llama and sheep will produce wool and 
income; and the rabbits will provide food and fertilizer. 
What YOU CAN do to help is remember to bring your 
offering to Sunday School 
each week and soon we’ll 
be able to add a pig, a 
water buffalo, ducks, and 
maybe even a camel to 
our Ark! Give the gift that 
makes the difference.  

Sunday School Offering  



On June 30th through July 7th, a group of our PCH brothers 

and sisters will travel to Jimani, Dominican Republic to 

selflessly serve others and spread the love of Christ.  They 

will reside and serve with the The Chadasha Foundation, a 

nonprofit organization devoted to nourish, clothe, heal, 

redeem, and restore the poorest of the poor in Haiti and the 

Dominican Republic. 
 

Chadasha (the name means "new" or "fresh”) is located in 

Jimani, a small town in the Dominican Republic on the border 

of Haiti.  Their primary areas of ministry include a medical 

clinic, orphanage and pre-school. After the 2010 earthquake, 

the Medical Clinic was used as a surgery center and the 

orphanage was turned into a 300 bed hospital. Black hawk 

helicopters brought people to Jimani from Port-Au-Prince for 

medical attention.  Hundreds of doctors and volunteers came 

from around the world to serve at the Jimani Campus. 
 

The members of 2012 summer mission team are pastor Shaun 

Hartsell, Jeff Davis, Julie Laursen, Mark Laursen, Jamie 

Laursen, Ann Wortman, Eric Wortman, Joseph Clayton, 

Isabel Clayton, Sarah Boyd, and David MacLaren.  Unlike 

previous mission trips to Honduras with the Presbytery of 

Tampa Bay, this mission is independently organized and 

supported by PCH! 
 

So what’s the PCH connection and why is the missions-related 

feature found under Adult Ministries?  Rhonda Hanely, a 

friend and previous co-worker of Julie Laursen, is a 

permanent missionary at Chadasha, along with her husband 

John and their son and daughter in-law John and Melissa 

Hanley.  This mission is a wonderful example of God bringing 

His people together for His work.  The Hanely's, along with 

our team of 2012 PCH volunteers (like the recently dearly 

departed Virginia Pembleton), have embraced this 

opportunity to minister to and serve the less fortunate who 

hunger for a better way of life.  One might say Christ's life 

was constant (Adult) ministry and missionary focused 

existence, and one that this year's team is striving to embody. 
 

The total cost of the trip is $1060 per person.  PCH provides 

$400 for each person from budgeted funds.  The remaining 

$660 is paid by each member or provided through various 

fund raising events.  Please check the PCH bulletin and this 

newsletter for details of upcoming fundraisers.   

 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.  -Matthew 25:40 

 

I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard 

my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud 

and mire, he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm 

place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of 

praise to our God.  -Psalm 40:1-3a 

BUNCO, a roll of the dice, is the game for the 
April PCH+ Game Night. Let 
the good times roll at the 
church on Friday, April 
13th, at 7:00pm. Please 
bring your favorite snack to 
share.  Childcare is provided 
for all PCH+ game night 

events. Friends welcome for a dicey good time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua’s Kitchen, a Christian, family owned 
restaurant, baring the son’s name, is the 
location of April’s PCH+ luncheon. The 
restaurant décor is chicken and crosses...what 
a combination! However, it is a very relaxing 
atmosphere where you can enjoy home-style 
cooking. Whether you have a craving for 
homemade soups, a nice salad, lasagna, 
shepherd’s pie, country fried steak, liver & 
onions, meat loaf, burgers, sandwiches...you 
are sure to find it at Joshua’s Kitchen! Join the 
Senior Ministry for lunch on Wednesday, 
April 18th, at 1:00pm. The deadline to sign-up 
is Sunday, April 15th. For transportation 
assistance or more info, Contact Diana 
Sprague: dianasprague84@yahoo.com 

Senior Ministry Adult Ministries 

Dan Brenneman 

Director of Adult Ministries 

Located at 2020 Shepherd Road, Mulberry, 33860 



 
 

A q u i r e  t h e  

F i r e ,  2 7  H o u r s  

o f  I n s p i r e d  

B a n d s  &  

S p e a k e r s .   
 

April 20 - 21, 2012 

$70, plus money for 3 meals 
This high energy MidHi retreat will feature 

bands, prizes, speakers, and much more. ATF 

is held at the USF Sun Dome and we will 

stay overnight in Tampa. This retreat is 

geared to impact the faith of middle and high 

school students in a real and powerful way.  

Sign-up today: cedirector@pchighlands.com 

...because you were made for so much more 

than merely normal! 

 
 

Travis Rentz 

MidHi Intern 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  S p r i n g  B a s h  @  

C e d a r k i r k ,  A p r i l  2 0  – 2 1   

 
2nd - 5th graders...experience God in a fun, 
exciting, and beautiful setting at Cedarkirk’s 
Spring Bash! Camp activities will include zip-
lining, rock climbing, group games, crafts, 
and worship! This 24-hour retreat also 
includes an adventurous night in a rustic 
cabin and an opportunity 
to meet new friends in 
Christ. Parents are 
welcome and the cost is 
only $40. Contact Jeff 
Davis to register or for 
more information.  

Jeff Davis 

Director of Christian Education 

Beach. Meatballs. Gaming.  
Need we say more? 

March’s Spring Break is over but won’t be forgotten! 

Each ministry had a day to themselves. We started with a 

beach trip for the middle school students, the weather was 

perfect...but the water was cold! The hospitality that the 

Harvey’s gave was second to none (as always). The high 

school students hit the road and traveled to Orlando where 

we went to DisneyQuest. The day was filled with video 

games, motion rides, and 3D adverntures. Elementary 

students had a messy time with Meatball Mayhem held here 

at the church. Then we finished the week with a dinner & 

movie with the college students.  

 V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

 J u n e  2 4 - J u n e  2 9 t h   



Little People News 

Last month we 
ce lebra ted  Dr . 
Seuss’s birthday.  Mrs. 

Seuss came to read 
stories & have birthday 
cake with the children. If 
Mrs. Seuss seems 
familiar to you, it is 
because our own Nancy 
Greenlee used to be this 
character. Before she 
moved from Lakeland, 

she would come to the 
preschool every week  as 
Mrs. Seuss & read to the 
children. Her legacy 
continues because she 
gave her costume to the 
United Way and Mrs. Layla 
Cribb is now filling those 
very important shoes! 

A BIG thank you to all who 

helped make our Hawaiian 
Luau/Scholastic Book 
Fair a success!!! Pastor 

Shaun greeted all families at 
the “Aloha station”. We were 
so pleased to have over 200 
in attendance at this event! 
 

 
We are excited to be 
serving up Marky Q’s 
BBQ on April 
25th...you can eat 

here with your small 
group or  take home for 

your family to enjoy. Proceeds from this dinner 
will go toward the PCH  Dominican Mission trip. 
 

Also, as a reminder, the Preschool will be 
closed on Friday, April 6th,  in observance 
of Good Friday. 

 

April’s Bible Verses: 
Everything God made is beautiful  

(Ecc. 3:11) 
Look at the wonderful things God made 

(Job 37:14) 
 

This month at the 
Preschool... we are 

celebrating Spring and the 
plants that God has made. 

We are busy planning 
sunflowers and working in 

the garden.  

Julie Laursen 

Director 

Spring @ the Preschool 



Ages 4 through     

5th grade are 

invited! Register 

now by emailing 

Jeff Davis @ 

cedirector@pchighlands.com 

FRE
E! 



Reminder: 
Church office closed on 

Monday, April 9th, in                   

observance of Easter.  

PCH– Presbyterian Church in the Highlands 

1010 Lake Miriam Drive 

Lakeland, Florida 33813 

(863) 646-3121 * www.pchighlands.com 

A P R I L  &  

M AY  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
1st 

Mary West 
2nd 

Thomas Lindemann 
4th 

Maria Bula 
6th 

Cheri Maxwell 
10th 

Pauline Perch 
11th 

Paula Armstrong 
13th 

Eric Chatman 
15th 

Lorraine Barringer 
16th 

Kathy Harrison 
19th 

Brandon Clark 
27th 

Larry Becker 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

6th 
Tom & Betsy Martin, 44 years 

22nd 
Jeff & Diana Sprague, 40 years 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
7th 

Jessica Keller 
Sam Tinkler 

9th 
Caroline Keller 

10th 
Ryan Andino 

13th 
Shaun Hartsell 

15th 
Barbara Dazley 
Walt Bielanski 

23rd 
Jack Vogt 

25th 
Todd Maxwell 

26th 
Steve Rodeffer 

31st 
Helen Laird 

 

W a r m  B i r t h d a y  &  
A n n i v e r s a r y  

W i s h e s !  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

8th 
Charles & Kaye Pagliasotti, 41 years 

23rd 
David & Paula Armstrong, 20 years 

26th 
Jack & Helen Vogt, 39 years 

Look who is growing up!  


