
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS, INC. OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 30, 2011 

 

The purposes of the Congregational Meeting were to receive annual reports and to elect three 

representatives from the congregation for the 2011 Elder Nominating Committee.   

 

A quorum was present. 

 

The meeting was called to order and opened in prayer by Moderator Rev. Shaun Hartsell at 

11:35 am. 

 

The Clerk reported that Session had approved the Minutes of the Annual Congregational and 

Corporate Meetings of January 31, 2010 and the Called Congregational Meetings of May 23, 

2010, October 17, 2010, and November 21, 2010, which were available for review.  The Clerk 

also reported that the total number of members on the Active Roll of PCH on December 31, 2010 

was 140, an increase of 17 members during 2010. 

 

The 2010 Annual Reports were presented, including reports of Elder Advisory Teams, the PCH 

Preschool, PCH +, and Presbyterian Women.  Highlights of this year are as follows: 

 

The Rev. Shaun Hartsell was called as Designated Pastor on a two-year contract beginning on 

June 7, 2010 after having been ordained on June 6, 2010.  Shaun was welcomed with an 

Installation and a baby shower.  Between June and December, Shaun conducted two baptisms 

and three funerals, conducted new members classes and new elder training.  He made numerous 

pastoral visits to hospitals, rehabilitation facilities and homes for prayer and fellowship with 

those in need and had 72 meeting with parishioners to get to know the congregation. Shaun was 

instrumental in the revitalization of the church website and in getting PCH on Facebook and 

Twitter.   

 

The Personnel Team developed a Volunteer Job Description, Child Care Protection Policy, and a 

Volunteer Handbook to address the potential exposure PCH has with all of the children in our 

various programs and preschool.  The Volunteer policy requires all PCH staff members and 

volunteers to submit to a background check and to annually attend a Risk Management Seminar.  

Following implementation of the Volunteer policy, 68 volunteers and staff members were 

screened and all passed. 

 

2010 brought many challenges for the Facilities and Grounds Team.  These included the theft of 

the mower, the break in of the office and the shed, and the resignation of Elder Tom Raulerson. 

A positive event was the hiring of Shannon Thornton as part-time Facilities Coordinator.  

Shannon and a small core of dedicated volunteers maintained the church’s facilities and grounds. 

Shannon’s hours will be increased to full-time in 2011, the cost of which will be shared with the 

PCH Preschool. 

 

Missions are extremely important to PCH.  In addition to donating over $22,382 in budgeted 

funds to various local and global missions, $15,000 of income from the Verizon Cell Tower was 

designated for missions.  In addition to serving in local missions such as Talbot House and 
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Anchor House, several PCH members and family members traveled to Honduras on a mission 

trip and the youth participated in a Team Effort mission trip in Jacksonville. 

 

The Ministry of Care Team continued to nurture the members and friends of the church through 

fellowship, prayer, recreation, and visitation so that a strong sense of “family” exists with the 

congregation.  In addition to providing refreshments after Sunday services, the Ministry of Care 

Team provided meals and rides to doctor appointments.  A new Soup ministry was formed which 

will provide soup to those in need after Sunday services. 

 

During 2010, the Spiritual Growth Ministry (SGM) Team continued to focus on the SGM Master 

Plan for Christian Education to teach and train members to grow in their respective spiritual 

maturity.  SGM Master Plan continues to provide the foundation and direction for growth 

focused on the Tenant of the Faith.  New programs included the Catalyst College Ministry, a 

Couples Small Group, a Youth Chess Club, and two Mothers of Pre-Schoolers (MOPS) groups.  

A Women’s Retreat and a Men’s Retreat were held in the fall.  Two college interns, Luke 

Thompson and Billy Madden assisted with the college and children’s ministries, respectively. 

 

Worship on Sunday mornings at PCH continued in 2010 in a blended style of traditional and 

contemporary worship elements with the pulpit being supplied during the first half of the year by 

a number of different pastors, most frequently by Rev. Dr. Frank Nauman.  Jeff Davis provided 

capable leadership and inspiring messages for the Sunday Night Live Contemporary Worship 

Service. Soon after the hiring of Rev. Shaun Hartsell, the contemporary service was moved to 

Wednesday evenings and renamed “Ignite”.  In addition to the hiring of Rev. Hartsell, many staff 

changes occurred in 2010 which affected the worship and music ministries.  Contemporary 

Music Leader Andrew Lyon left to take a position at a church in Orlando, and Tony Mercer was 

promoted to Music Director, as well as pianist.  Music scholarship recipient Trish Martineau 

became the Choir Director, and Matt Karst took over as Contemporary Music Leader.  

Southeastern University students continued to compliment our music ministry through our music 

scholarship program.   

 

PCH+ is a non-fund raising group within PCH with an emphasis on senior ministry, whose 

purpose is to provide Christian fellowship, entertainment, travel, study, and prayer.  Although 

PCH+ is primarily for older adults, everyone is welcome to participate.  PCH+ schedules 

multigenerational events and encourages all ages to participate.  PCH+ activities in 2010 

included monthly game nights and luncheons, a church family banquet, fall festival, and a 

Christmas Party.   

 

The Presbyterian Women of PCH encourages women to commit themselves to nurture their faith 

through prayer and Bible study and to support the mission of the church worldwide. PW 

activities at PCH in 2010 included two monthly Circle groups, one weekly Bible Study group, 

and three Saturday business meetings with special guest speakers.  The PW sponsored the annual 

Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale and raised $1,035 to contribute to missions in the Lakeland area. 
 

The Precious Children in the Highlands Preschool celebrated its third anniversary in November 

2010 and continues to thrive and provide a high quality early childhood educational program. 

The faith-based curriculum provides spiritual, physical, social, emotional, and cognitive growth 
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opportunities for young children.  The preschool employs a staff of qualified and dedicated 

people who demonstrate a passion for Christ and for His children. The preschool has maintained 

an enrollment of 85 children and occupies 6 classrooms plus an office within the PCH facility. 

Some children attend part-time and some attend full-time which allows the Preschool to maintain 

ratios and capacity.  The Preschool emphases continuing education for its staff members and 

continues to receive high marks in various assessment programs. 

 

The PCH and Preschool 2010 Budgets vs. Actuals and the 2011 Budgets approved by Session 

were presented and discussed.  The Preschool ended up with a net income of $28,732 of which 

15% will be disbursed to PCH for future plans and the remainder will be held for Preschool 

future plans.  PCH ended up with a loss of $6,214, which was significantly better than the 

budgeted loss.  The 2011 PCH budget projects a loss of $21,640.    

 

After presentation of the annual reports, Dan Brenneman presented Elder Nominating 

Committee’s slate of nominees for the 2011 Elder Nominating Committee: Dan Brenneman, 

Scott Erickson, and Paula Armstrong.  With no nominations made from the floor, nominations 

were closed.  The nominees were approved unanimously.  The Elders on the 2011 Elder 

Nominating Committee will be Diana Long and Linda Hudson. 

 

Holly Bishop expressed thanks to the Session for their efforts, time, hard decisions, and hours in 

prayer during the past year.   

 

The Congregational Meeting was closed in prayer by the Moderator at 12:06 pm.  In accordance 

with the Book of Order, G-7.0307, the Session will review and approve the minutes of this 

meeting. 

 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell, Moderator   Ann Wortman, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

Attachment to the Jan. 30, 2011 Congregational Meeting Minutes:  2011 Budget 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS, INC. OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA 

 

Annual Corporation Meeting 

January 30, 2011 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Corporation was called to order by President Jim Dayvault at 12:09 

pm.  The 2011 officers were announced:  President Jim Dayvault, Vice President Andy Norman, 

Treasurer Ann Mathison, and Secretary Ann Wortman.   

 

Installation of the Verizon Cell Tower was completed in 2010 and lease payments in the amount 

of $15,000 were received.  Scott Erickson reported that PCH is currently in negotiations with 

another cell phone provider for lease of space in the cell tower complex.  The lease payment is 

expected to be approximately $336/month, $4,032 annually.   

 

Holly Bishop moved to have Session approve the minutes of this meeting. The motion was 

seconded and approved. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned and closed in prayer by Jim Dayvault at 

12:14 pm. 

 

 __________________________________ 

 Ann Wortman, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

` 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Space Intentionally Blank 


