
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 29, 2012 

 

The purposes of the Congregational Meeting were to receive annual reports, to elect three 

representatives from the congregation for the 2012 Elder Nominating Committee, and to elect 

one Ruling Elder to the Class of 2012.   

 

With a quorum present, the meeting was called to order and opened in prayer by Moderator Rev. 

Shaun Hartsell at 11:32 am. 

 

The Clerk reported that Session had approved the Minutes of the Annual Congregational and 

Corporate Meetings of January 30, 2011 and the Fall Congregational Meeting of November 23, 

2011, which were available for review in the office and on the PCH website.  The Clerk also 

reported that the total number of members on the Active Roll of PCH on December 31, 2011 was 

161, a net increase of 20 members. 

 

The 2011 Annual Reports were presented, including reports of Elder Advisory Teams, the PCH 

Preschool, PCH +, and Presbyterian Women.  Highlights of the reports are as follows: 

 

During 2011, Designated Pastor Rev. Shaun Hartsell focused on pastoral visits and sermons.  He 

conducted three baptisms and one funeral, trained five new Elders, and conducted classes for 28 

new members.  A children’s ministry intern, middle school intern, marketing intern, and a non-

paid Director of Adult Ministries were added to the PCH staff.  Shaun praises his excellent staff 

and wise elders and looks forward to growing the membership and budget of PCH during 2012 

by reaching into the community with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Personnel Team conducted a review and revision of the PCH Employee Handbook in 2011 

and numerous background checks were performed during 2012 for new volunteers, interns, and 

possible employees of the Preschool. Amanda Faircloth joined the PCH staff to replace secretary 

Karen Harvey.   

 

The Facilities and Grounds Team had a productive year in part due to the change to full time for 

Facilities Coordinator Shannon Thornton, the cost of which was shared with the Preschool.  

Shannon and a small core of dedicated volunteers maintained the church’s facilities and grounds 

and completed several large projects. These include temporarily relocating the parking lot to 

allow resodding of the lot, painting the outside of the sanctuary building, adding handicap 

parking, adding insulation to the pod, and improving the memorial garden. 

 

Missions are extremely important to PCH as demonstrated by our continuing commitment to 

distribute 10% of PCH gross income to local and global missions.  During 2011, these included 

Alan and Ezia Mullins, missionaries in Brazil; Presbytery Denominational Benevolence; Leith 

and Carol Fujii, missionaries in Thailand; Talbot House Ministries; Anchor House; PCH Music 

Scholarships; and the PCH Mission TRIP fund.  PCH members serve in local missions such as 

Talbot House and Anchor House and the youth participated in a Team Effort mission trip in 

Tennessee supported by Missions funds.  Each month PCH members and regular attendees also 
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generously give funds or items to local and global missions chosen by the Missions Team and 

Session for our Mission of the Month. 

 

The Ministry of Care Team continued to nurture the members and friends of the church through 

fellowship, prayer, recreation, and visitation.  In addition to providing refreshments after Sunday 

services, the Ministry of Care Team provided meals and rides to doctor appointments, errands, 

etc., and soup after worship once a month.  The team is responsible for the annual yard sale, 

which raised $2,056 this year which will be used for kitchen supplies and other needs of the 

church. 

 

During 2011, the Spiritual Growth Ministry Team was split into Student and Adult Ministries.  

The Student Ministry was lead by Jeff Davis, Director of Christian Education.  The ministry 

expanded with the addition of a middle school program on Friday afternoons, called Epic.  

Student Ministry activities included Sunday School and group activities for elementary through 

college students once a week during the year.  The high school students participated in the CROP 

Hunger Walk, provided assistance at the church yard sale, craft bazaar and fall festival, and 

worked on the church grounds.  The Student Ministry Team was enhanced by college interns 

who assisted with the elementary, middle school, high school, and college ministries.  Additional 

students from Southeastern University volunteered in the Student Ministries to meet their 

Freshman 15 community service hour requirement.   

 

The newly formed Adult Ministry Team was lead by Dan Brenneman, Director of Adult 

Ministries, a newly formed unpaid position.  The ministry focused on teaching and training 

members to grow in their respective spiritual maturity.  Areas of ministry included the adult 

Sunday School program, Wednesday night Bible Study/Small Group Program, VBS adult class, 

Mothers of Preschools (MOMs), Widow & Widower ministry, Men’s Meat & Bocce event , 

Men’s Service Group, and Men’s and Women’s retreats. 

 

Worship on Sunday mornings at PCH continued this year in a blended style of traditional and 

contemporary worship elements. The Wednesday evening Contemporary Worship Service was 

discontinued due to low attendance and conflict with Southeastern University’s mid-week 

service.  The chancel was renovated, a new soundboard and wireless microphones were obtained, 

and our music scholarship program continued.  The cast of characters sermon series which 

included unique monologues by Pastor Hartsell added a new dimension to the Advent season.   

 

PCH+ is a non-fund raising group within PCH with an emphasis on senior ministry whose 

purpose is to provide Christian fellowship, entertainment, travel, study, and prayer.  Although 

PCH+ is primarily for older adults, PCH+ schedules multigenerational events and encourages all 

ages to participate.  PCH+ activities in 2011 included monthly game nights and luncheons, a 

church family banquet, a Potluck/Bingo night, a Sunday Sundae event, and a Christmas Party.   

 

The Presbyterian Women of PCH encourages women to commit themselves to nurture their faith 

through prayer and Bible study and to support the mission of the church worldwide. PW 

activities at PCH in 2011 included two monthly Circle groups, two weekly Bible Study groups, 

and three Saturday business meetings with special guest speakers.  The Holy Rollers also 

continued to tear old sheets and roll them into bandages for Global Health Ministries.  The PW 
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sponsored the annual Craft Bazaar and raised $1,025 to contribute to missions in the Lakeland 

area.  The Bake Sale raised $472.50.  A Women’s Praise Service with the theme “Beautiful 

Women Who Do Beautiful Things” was held on Sunday September 18, 2011 followed by a pot 

luck lunch. 

 

The Precious Children in the Highlands Preschool celebrated its fourth anniversary in November 

2011 and continues to thrive and provide a high quality early childhood educational program. 

The Preschool has an enrollment of 90-95 children and was awarded National Accreditation this 

year. The Preschool was the only center in Polk County to receive a Five Star Rating through the 

Quality Rating Improvement Scale pilot program.  A hot lunch program was added this year to 

help improve nutrition for the children and convenience for parents.  Facility improvement 

continued with the addition of two new trees for the playground, a new hand-washing sink, an 

outside sink, cribs, floor tile, carpet, and blinds. Special activities included Spring and Fall 

Festivals combined with Scholastic Book Fairs.  The Preschool/PCH children’s choir performed 

on two Sunday’s this year.    

 

The PCH and Preschool 2011 Budgets vs. Actuals and the 2012 Budgets approved by Session 

were presented and discussed.  The Preschool continues to be in a solid financial position.  After 

distribution of staff bonuses and an additional contribution to the Church, the Preschool was able 

to set aside over $19,000 for future plans.   

 

The Administrative Team reported that the last several years have been financially difficult for 

the Church which has been running in a deficit each year, using funds from the period when PCH 

was in a positive position and was able to build reserves.  With a net loss of $9,559 in 2011 and a 

budgeted net loss of $14,404 for 2012, Session and the Administrative Team are currently 

working on developing a capital campaign with a matching funds incentive to encourage extra 

mile giving for specific programs and expenses important for the continued life and growth of 

PCH and our facility.   

 

After presentation of the annual reports, Linda Hudson presented the Elder Nominating 

Committee’s slate of nominees for the 2012 Elder Nominating Committee: Dan Brenneman, 

Scott Erickson, and Paula Armstrong.  With no nominations from the floor, nominations were 

closed.  The nominees were approved unanimously.  The Elders on the 2012 Elder Nominating 

Committee will be Ann Wortman and Eric Phillips.  Dan Brenneman presented the Nominee for 

the vacancy in the Elder Class of 2012, Holly Bishop.  With no nominations from the floor, 

nominations were closed and Holly Bishop was elected unanimously. 

 

The Congregational Meeting was closed in prayer by the Moderator at 12:10 pm.  The Session 

will review and approve the minutes of this meeting. 

 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 

Rev. Shaun Hartsell, Moderator   Ann Wortman, Clerk of Session 

 

 

Attachment to the Jan. 29, 2012 Congregational Meeting Minutes:  2012 Budget 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HIGHLANDS, INC. OF LAKELAND FLORIDA 

Annual Corporation Meeting 

January 29, 2012 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Corporation was called to order by President Jim Dayvault at 12:10 

pm.  The 2012 officers were announced:  President Jim Dayvault, Vice President Steve Rodeffer, 

Treasurer Ann Mathison, and Secretary Ann Wortman.   

 

The revised By-laws approved by Session and distributed to members two weeks prior to the 

meeting were requested to be approved by the congregation.  Dan Brenneman moved to approve 

the By-laws as presented.  The motion was seconded and approved.   

 

Members were informed that the City of Lakeland had purchased a 10’ x 10’ portion of PCH 

property on which to place a street lamp.  The purchase was approved by the PCH Trustees and 

the Trustees of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay. 

 

In accordance with the newly adopted By-laws, the Session will review and approve the minutes 

of this meeting. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned and closed in prayer by Jim Dayvault at 

12:15 pm. 

 

 e 

 __________________________________ 

 Ann Wortman, Secretary 
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