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The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

(Adapted from the King’s College 2013 Christmas Eve Service) 
 

Order of Worship 
 

 Advent Candle Lighting The Moore Family 

 Introit – “Christ’s Nativity” by Henry Vaughan Shari Logan 

∆  Carol: Once In Royal David’s City  

 Children dismissed to Children’s Church  

 Bidding Prayer & Lord’s Prayer Ashley Musick 

 Carol: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day   

 1st Lesson: “The Fall of Mankind” Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

 Carol: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne   

 2nd Lesson: “The Blessing of Abraham” Julie Laursen 

∆  Carol: Joy to the World   

 3rd Lesson: “Prophesy of the Coming Savior” Melissa Hartsell 

 Carol: The Birthday of a King   

 4th Lesson: “Prophesy of Peace” Deborah Haldane 

 Carol: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   

 5th Lesson: “Gabriel Visits Mary” Ann Wortman 

 Carol: What Child Is This?   

 6th Lesson: “The Birth of Jesus” Steve Miller 

 Carol: Away In A Manger   

 7th Lesson: “Shepherds Go to the Manger” Lynn Schindler 

 Carol: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night   

 8th Lesson: “Wise Men Are Led by the Star” Ashley O’Connor 

 Carol: I Saw Three Ships 

 9th Lesson: “Great Mystery of the Incarnation” Tony Mercer 

 Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful   

 Response and Blessing Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

 Offertory:  O Holy Night Ashley O’Connor 

 Sermon:  Heavenly Host (Luke 2:8-14) Rev. Shaun Hartsell 

∆  Carol: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   

 Invitation & Benediction Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
∆ Please Stand if Able 

 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored 
"Glory to the newborn King; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, Late in time behold Him come, 
God and sinners reconciled! Offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Join the triumph of the skies; Hail th'incarnate Deity, 
With th'angelic host proclaim, Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King."  "Glory to the newborn King." 
 
3. Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that men no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 
 
INVITATION & BENEDICTION       Rev. Shaun Hartsell 



1.  O Come, all ye faithful,  2. Sing, choirs of angels;  
joyful and triumphant; sing in exultation;  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! O sing, all ye bright hosts  
Come and behold Him -  of heav'n above!  
born the King of angels!(Refrain)  Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  
         (Refrain)                                                                            
3.  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
born this happy morning; Refrain: O come, let us adore Him! (3x)  
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n:  Christ, the Lord! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh  
appearing! (Refrain) 
 
RESPONSE AND BLESSING Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
LEADER: The Lord be with you.      
ALL:  And with your spirit. 
LEADER: Let us pray: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remem-
brance of the birth of your only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully 
receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, 
when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
ALL:  Amen. 
LEADER: Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one the things 
earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Al-
mighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always.                  
ALL: Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY               “O Holy Night” Ashley O’Connor 
 
SERMON                     Heavenly Host (Luke 2:8-14) Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
 

INTROIT Shari Logan 
Awake, glad heart! Get up and Sing,  I would I had in my best part 
It is the Birth-day of the King, Fit Rooms for You! Or that my heart 
 Awake! Awake!  Were so clean as 
 The Sun doth shake  Thy manger was! 
Light from his locks, and all the way But I am all filthy, and obscene, 
Breathing Perfumes, doth spice the day. Yet, if thou wilt,    
   thou canst make clean. 
 
Awake, awake! Hark, how the wood rings, Sweet Jesu! Will then; Let no more 
Winds whisper, and the busy springs This Leper haunt, and soil Thy door, 
 A concert make;  Cure him, Ease him 
 Awake! Awake!  O release him! 
Man is their high-priest, and should rise And let once more by mystic birth 
To offer up the sacrifice. The Lord of life be born on Earth. 
 
I would I were some Bird, or Star, 
Fluttering in woods, or lifted far 
 Above this Inn 
 And Road of sin! 
Then either Star, or Bird, should be    Christ’s Nativity 
Shining, or singing still to thee.    Henry Vaughan 

1: Once in royal David’s city,  2: He came down to earth from heaven 
Stood a lowly cattle shed,  Who is God and Lord of all, 
Where a mother laid her Baby  And His shelter was a stable, 
In a manger for His bed   And His cradle was a stall. 
Mary was that mother mild,  With the poor, and mean, and lowly 
Jesus Christ, her little Child  Lived on earth, our Savior holy. 



BIDDING PRAYER Ashley Musick 
 
LEADER: 
Beloved in Christ, it is a glorious Advent season.  May we be delighted to 
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and 
mind to go even to Bethlehem.  Let us see this thing which has come to 
pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Let us read Scriptures and sing carols that tell the tale of the loving pur-
pose of God from our disobedience to our redemption given to us by this 
Holy Child. 
 
But first let us pray!  Holy Spirit, come!  Come for the needs of the world; 
for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for unity and harmony within 
the Church.  Come for the sick in body and mind and those that mourn.  
Come for the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all 
who don’t know you, Lord Jesus, or don’t love you. 
 
Lord God, help us to remember and unite with those who rejoice with us, 
but on another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one 
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in 
this infant Messiah, we are one.    
 
We offer these words and emotions to your throne, by wrapping them in 
the prayer you taught your followers to pray...  
 
ALL: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
LEADER:  
The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us 
all.  
 
ALL: Amen. 

1. I saw three ships come sailing in,  on Christmas day, on Christmas day. 
I saw three ships come sailing in,  on Christmas day in the morning. 
2. And what was in those ships all three... 
3. Our Savior Christ and His lady... 
4. O they sailed in to Bethlehem... 
5. And all the bells on earth shall ring... 
6. Then let us all rejoice amain*... 
*with great force 
 
 

NINTH LESSON Tony Mercer 
The Great Mystery of the Incarnation  JOHN 1 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
light, that all men through Him might believe. He was not that light, but 
was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lights 
every man that comes into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 



1. While shepherds watched 2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
their flocks by night,  Had seized their troubled mind, 
All seated on the ground, "Glad tidings of great joy I bring  
The angel of the Lord came down, To you and all mankind (repeat line)  
And glory shone around (repeat line)  
 
3. "To you, in David's town this day 4. "The heav'nly Babe  
Is born, of David's line, you there shall find  
The Savior, who is Christ the Lord; To human view displayed, 
And this shall be the sign: (repeat line) All humbly wrapped  
 in swaddling clothes, 
 And in a manger laid. (repeat line)  
EIGHTH LESSON Ashley O’Connor 
The Wise Men are Led by the Star  MATTHEW 2 
 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, and you Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of you shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he 
had called the wise men, inquired of them what time the star appeared. 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search for the young 
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, 
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they re-
joiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and wor-
shipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of 
God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 
their own country another way.  All: Thanks be to God. 

1. I heard the bells on Christmas day 2. Then ringing, singing on its way, 
Their old familiar carols play, The world revolved from night to day- 
And wild and sweet the words repeat A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of Peace on earth, goodwill to men. Of peace on earth, goodwill to men! 
 
 
FIRST LESSON     Rev. Shaun Hartsell 
The Fall of Mankind                                                       GENESIS 3 

 
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto 
Adam, and said unto him, Where are you? And he said, I heard your voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And 
he said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree 
which I commanded you that you should not eat? And the man said, The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that you have 
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the 
Lord God said unto the serpent, Because you have done this, you are cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon your belly shall you 
go, and dust shall you eat all the days of your life: and I will put enmity be-
tween you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. And unto the woman he said 
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in sorrow you shall 
bring forth children; and your desire shall be to your husband, and he shall 
rule over you. And unto Adam he said, Because you have hearkened unto 
the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
you, saying, You shall not eat of it: cursed is the ground for your sake; in 
sorrow shall you eat of it all the days of your life; thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to you; and you shall eat the herb of the field; in the 
sweat of your face shall you eat bread, till you return unto the ground; for 
out of it were you taken; for dust you are, and unto dust shall you return. 

 
All: Thanks be to God. 



1. Thou didst leave Thy throne 2. Heaven’s arches rang 
And Thy kingly crown when the angels sang,  
When Thou camest to earth for me Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 
But in Bethlehem’s home But of lowly birth 
Was there found no room didst Thou come to earth, 
For Thy holy nativity  And in great humility. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus O come to my heart, Lord Jesus 
There is room in my heart for Thee! There is room in my heart for Thee! 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Julie Laursen 
The Blessing of Abraham GENESIS 22 
 
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, says the Lord, for because you have 
done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son: that in 
blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and your 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in your seed shall all the na-
tions of the earth be blessed; because you have obeyed my voice. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 

1. Away in a manger,  2. The cattle are lowing 3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; 
no crib for a bed, the Baby awakes, I ask Thee to stay 
The little Lord Jesus But little Lord Jesus Close by me forever, 
laid down His sweet head.  no crying He makes. and love me, I pray. 
The stars in the sky I love Thee, Lord Jesus; Bless all the dear children 
looked down where He lay;   look down from the sky, in Thy tender care, 
The little Lord Jesus, And stay by my side And fit us for heaven, 
asleep on the hay. until morning is nigh. to live with Thee there. 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON Lynn Schindler 
The Shepherds Go to the Manger  LUKE 2 
 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be 
a sign unto you; You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known unto us. And they came with haste, and 
found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 



1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest Refrain: This, this is Christ, the King, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? Whom shepherds guard  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, and angels sing. 
While shepherds watch are keeping? Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
(Refrain) The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
2. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. (Refrain) 
 
 
SIXTH LESSON Steve Miller 
The Birth of Jesus  LUKE 2 
 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 2. He rules the world  
Let earth receive her King. with truth and grace 
Let every heart prepare Him room, And makes the nations prove 
And heav’n and nature sing, The glories of His righteousness 
And heav’n and nature sing, And wonders of His love, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 
THIRD LESSON Melissa Hartsell 
Prophesy of the Coming Savior  ISAIAH 9 
 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined. For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



1. In the little village of Bethlehem, Refrain: Alleluia!  
there lay a Child one day, O how the angels sang. 
And the sky was bright with a holy light Alleluia! How it rang! 
o'er the place where Jesus lay (Refrain) And the sky was bright  
 with a holy light, 
 'Twas the birthday of a King. 
2. 'Twas a humble birthplace,  
but O how much God gave to us that day 
From the manger bed what a path has led, 
what a perfect, holy way. (Refrain)  
 
 
FOURTH LESSON Deborah Haldane 
Prophesy of Peace ISAIAH 11 
 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness shall he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones 
shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
nursing child shall play on the nest of the serpent, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the viper den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.     

All: Thanks be to God. 

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly, 2. Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping 
for His bed a cattle stall; Vigil till the morning new 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Saw the glory, heard the story 
Christ the Babe, is Lord of all. Tidings of a gospel true. 
Swift are winging angels singing, Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
Noels ringing, tidings bringing: Praises voicing greet the morrow: 
Christ, the Babe is Lord of All! Christ, the Babe, was born for you! 
Christ, the Babe is Lord of All! Christ, the Babe, was born for you! 
 
FIFTH LESSON Ann Wortman 
Gabriel Visits Mary LUKE 1 
 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the an-
gel came in unto her, and said, Hail, you that are highly favored, the Lord is 
with you: blessed are you among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of greeting this 
should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for you have found 
favor with God. And, behold, you shall conceive in your womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for-
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the an-
gel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered 
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow you: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of you shall be called the Son of God. And Mary said, Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to your word. And the angel 
departed from her. 

All: Thanks be to God. 


